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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


SEVENTH    ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Old  State  House,  on 
Tuesday,  January  lo,  1888,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President,  Curtis 
Guild,  in  the  chair.  The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  approved.  After  the  election  of  new  members,  the 
President  addressed  the  Society  as  follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT    GUILD'S    ADDRESS. 

Felloiv  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  : 

It  has  been  my  privilege,  as  well  as  my  satisfaction,  to 
congratulate  you  each  succeeding  year  since  we  have  occupied 
these  Memorial  Halls,  upon  the  progress  and  success  of  our 
organization.  Any  organization,  however,  which  would  use 
its  best  efforts  to  faithfully  carry  out  the  objects  of  this 
Society  would  be  sure  of  the  encouragement  of  all  who  have 
the  best  interests  of  this  city  at  heart,  and  more  especially 
of  those  who  were  born  in  Boston,  have  been  educated  in 
her  institutions  of  learning,  and  gained  success  in  business 
within  her  limits. 

The  history  of  one's  birthplace,  the  biography  and  record 
of  those  who  have  increased  it  in  wealth  or  added  to  its  com- 
mercial importance  and  industry, —  whether  it  be  of  prede- 
cessors or  contemporaries, —  the  recollection  of  the  scenes  of 
our  younger  days  where  youth's  first  aspirations,  hopes  and 
ambitions  were  formed,  clings  to  the  man  in  maturer  years. 
His  love  and  recollection  of  the  quaint  old  village  or  the 
inland  town  that  he  forsook  at  an  early  age  for  the  crowded 
and  bustling  metropolis,  shows  itself    in   his    later   years    of 


success,  in  the  shape  of  a  well-endowed  educational  institu- 
tion where  those  who  desire  may  obtain  without  money  and 
without  price  the  instruction  which  in  his  day  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  obtain  there  ;  or  the  rich  man's  early  home  and  birth- 
place is  remembered  in  a  public  library  through  his  munifi- 
cence, an  institution  second  only  to  the  public  school  in 
usefulness  and  practical  education  and  the  advancement  of 
true  civilization. 

ELEMENTS    OF    SUCCESS. 

I  feel  that  much  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  infant 
efforts  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  —  for  it  must  still  be 
regarded  as  in  its  infancy  in  view  of  the  great  work  it  has  yet 
to  do,  and  the  vast  field  that  is  open  for  its  ei'f orts, —  much  of 
the  success  is  owing  to  the  sentimental  feeling  above  alluded 
to.  It  is  not  so  much  what  we  have  done  as  that  which  we 
may  do  that  we  have  now  to  consider. 

A  list  of  nearly  six  hundred  members  is  evidence  that  a  fair 
constituency  endorses  the  objects  of  the  Society  and  lends  it 
their  encouragement.  The  general  approval  of  both  press 
and  public  respecting  the  preservation  of  this  building  as  a 
local  memorial  and  national  historical  relic,  and  the  gratifica- 
tion of  all  who  have  visited  these  halls,  at  the  privileges  that 
can  be  freely  enjoyed,  shows  that  your  management  has  been 
satisfactory.     What  more,  then,  is  it  that  can  be  asked  for  .-' 

The  reply  to  this  will  be  found  in  the  heart  of  every  mem- 
ber, as  the  sentiment  of  all  genuine  Americans,  that  there  is 
always  room  for  improvement,  and  every  step  should  be  an 
advance.  To  halt  in  our  efforts  now  would  be  the  first  move 
toward  decay,  and  not  to  increase  in  vigor  would  indicate 
what  is  preposterous,  that  the  Society  had  attained  the  zenith 
of  its  usefulness  and  efficiency.  Happily,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  learn,  there  exists  in  the  minds  of  members  an  enthusiastic 
desire  to  extend  our  field  of  usefulness,  which  is  shared  by 
the  general  public  which  has  thus  far  lent  us  its  liberal 
approval. 

Only  eight  years  ago  scarce  a  score  of  members  composed 
the  Antiquarian  Club,  meeting  in  a  small  room  in  Pemberton 
Square  under  the  presidency  of   General    Samuel  M.  Quincy ; 


but  the  public  were  prompt  in  responding  to  any  organized 
effort  for  preserving  some  of  those  time-honored  relics  which 
had  really  become  national  historical  monuments,  and  land- 
marks that  the  relentless  hand  of  traffic  threatened  to  destroy. 
Nor  could  the  preservation  of  these  mementos  be  said  to  be  a 
bar  to  true  progress,  for  in  a  utilitarian  point  of  view,  every 
year  added  to  their  commercial  value  as  attractions  which  suc- 
cessfully invited  strangers  to  visit  Boston. 

The  collection  of  maps,  pamphlets,  plans,  books,  and  other 
relics  relating  to  the  older  Boston,  even  in  Pemberton  Square 
soon  assumed  importance  and  value,  and  in  i88i  Mr.  W.  H. 
Whitmore,  then  President  of  the  Antiquarian  Club,  suggested 
the  excellent  opportunity  that  offered  itself  in  a  possible 
arrangement  with  the  City,  by  which  the  Club  might  obtain 
these  Memorial  Halls  at  a  nominal  rent. 

Acting  upon  this  hint,  the  Antiquarian  Club  was  dissolved, 
and  the  Bostonian  Society  was  incorporated  by  the  State 
Legislature,  receiving  its  charter  Dec.  2,  1881.  The  City 
Government  followed  the  act  of  the  Legislature  by  leasing 
these  Historical  Halls  to  this  Society  for  ten  years  from 
December  14,  1881.  The  halls  were  restored,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  the  old  style,  and  on  July  11,  1882,  occupied 
by  our  members. 

THE    MEMORIAL    HALLS. 

The  formal  dedication  Oct.  10,  1882,  drew  together  a 
crowded  audience,  which  was  addressed  by  distinguished 
speakers  and  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest,  and  the  new 
Bostonian  Society  started  off  most  happily  upon  its  voyage, 
which  thus  far  has  proved  a  successful  one.  At  that  time  the 
two  large  halls  on  this  floor,  with  their  two  ante-rooms,  were 
more  than  sufficient  to  contain  our  collection.  Indeed,  it 
became  necessary  to  borrow  from  sister  societies  some  of  their 
pictorial  treasures,  to  cover,  in  some  degree,  the  existing 
barrenness  of  the  premises.  But  this  state  of  things  was  of 
short  duration.  Valuable  contributions  of  objects,  paintings, 
engravings,  letters,  autographs,  books  and  pamphlets  especially 
relating  to  Boston's  past  history,  poured  in  upon  us.  Many  of 
these  are  of  the  greatest  value,  not  only  to  antiquarian,  but  to 
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student,  scholar  and  historian,  and  some  are  positively  unique 
in  character.  We  still  continue  to  receive  contributions  of 
great  value  and  importance,  which  but  for  the  existence  of 
this  Society,  might,  after  the  demise  of  the  owners,  have  been 
destroyed  as  old  rubbish  or  as  being  of  no  special  value. 

Though  our  accommodations  in  1882  appeared  then  to  be 
ample,  we  have  not  only  reached  their  limit,  but  in  some 
departments  outgrown  them.  Not  only  are  the  lower  halls 
crowded  with  a  museum  of  most  interesting  curiosities  relating 
to  the  past  history  of  Boston,  but  the  upper  rooms  which  were 
at  first  unoccupied,  were  put  in  order  some  three  years  ago, 
and  in  one  is  now  displayed  the  valuable  Henry  P.  Curtis 
collection  of  photographs  of  buildings  and  localities  as  they 
appeared  in  Boston  between  1850  and  1885,  and  in  the  other 
a  variety  of  interesting  historical  Boston  relics. 

BOSTON    HISTORY. 

It  should  by  no  means  be  thought  that  our  historical  collec- 
tion is  simply  a  museum  of  antiquities  to  satisfy  the  interest 
of  curiosity  hunters  and  antiquarians.  The  Society  now  re- 
ceives articles  relating  only  to  Boston  ; — the  exhibition  in  our 
rooms  being  especially  designed  to  illustrate  Boston's  history, 
indicate  its  progress,  emphasize  and  keep  alive  the  acts  and 
names  of  her  distinguished  men  —  in  fact  "  to  promote  the 
study  of  the  history  of  Boston." 

The  collection,  although  the  Committee  on  Rooms  are 
carefully  weeding  out  contributions  not  specially  relating 
to  Boston's  history,  has  already  become  so  large  as  to  require 
more  room  ;  especially  now  that  our  aims  and  objects  are 
better  understood,  we  are  having  paintings,  portraits,  and 
articles  of  greater  historic  value  offered  us,  either  as  gifts  or 
loans. 

Our  topographical  collection  of  maps  and  plans  of  Boston 
and  vicinity  is  important  and  increasing.  Maps  of  Boston  from 
1634  to  the  present  time  are  here  brought  together,  giving  a 
complete  representation  of  the  topography  of  the  city  at 
different  periods  of  its  growth,  and  furnishing  important 
information  which  has  already  proved  of  value  to  students  and 
writers. 


The  fine  collection  of  broadsides,  original  autographic  docu- 
ments, State  papers,  contemporary  manuscripts  and  early 
records  of  Boston  also  suffers  for  lack  of  sufficient  room  for 
its  proper  accommodation,  use  or  display.  But  one  of  the  most 
important  of  our  possessions  is  the  library.  This,  from  a  small 
beginning,  has  already  become  a  very  valuable  collection,  in- 
cluding scarce,  rare  and  even  unique  books  relating  to  our 
city.  So  much  is  space  wanted  for  the  volumes  and  pamph- 
lets already  on  hand,  that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  hundreds  of 
a  most  interesting  character  packed  away  in  bulk,  for  sheer 
lack  of  room. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  from  the  rapid  glance  taken  of  the 
condition  of  the  Society's  collection,  that  more  space  is 
wanted  for  its  accommodation  as  well  as  to  enable  us  to  con- 
tinue the  work  we  have  undertaken  and  carried  on  thus 
far. 

The  demand  for  more  room  for  the  special  use  of  the 
library  and  for  the  Secretary's  accommodation  is  pressing,  and 
it  may  not  be  too  ambitious  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  City 
of  Boston  will  be  willing  to  grant  us  the  room  now  occupied 
by  city  offices  for  this  purpose,  and  that  in  time  it  may  be 
wise  to  turn  over  the  whole  building  to  our  custody. 

ADVANTAGE    TO    THE    CITY. 

It  may  be  pertinently  asked  of  what  advantage  is  the 
Society  and  its  collection  to  this  city.  To  this,  perhaps,  the 
following  may  be  urged  with  some  reason,  as  conclusive 
replies,  and  also  as  indicating  what  the  Society  endeavors  to 
accomplish. 

First,  the  restored  building  in  itself  is  one  of  the  attractions 
to  the  stranger,  and  a  national  historical  monument  in  which 
not  only  every  American  citizen  is  interested,  but  every  per- 
son interested  in  American  history. 

Secondly.  Its  collection  is  in  the  highest  degree  interest- 
ing and  instructive,  especially  to  young  people  who  are  study- 
ing the  history  of  this  country,  and  who  by  means  of  what  is 
here  to  be  seen,  have  facts  and  events,  as  well  as  the  good 
deeds  of  great  men,  more  strongly  impressed  upon  their  mem- 
ory.    The  collection  is  an  object  lesson  of  the  early  annals 
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of  the  country  and  of  the  progress  of  one  of  her  oldest  and 
most  important  cities. 

The  library,  the  collection  of  broadsides  and  early  manu- 
scripts, and  the  topographical  collection,  afford  to  the  histori- 
cal student  prompt  and  immediate  access  to  a  special  branch 
of  history,  and  bring  together  at  once  all  the  best  authorities, 
contemporary  and  present,  upon  the  subject. 

The  original  papers  that  are  read  before  us  are  prepared  by 
those  who  have  made  careful  study  of  matters  relative  to 
Boston  history,  and  who  from  family  connections  or  from 
patient  research,  are  enabled  to  present  information  both 
original  and  important.  The  pamphlets  published  are  valua- 
ble additions  to  our  historical  literature,  and  such  as  are 
eagerly  sought  for. 

The  Society  being  an  incorporated  body,  can  at  any  time 
when  such  matters  are  brought  to  its  notice,  take  official 
action  in  reference  to  preventing  any  wanton  destruction 
of  Boston's  treasured  landmarks,  or  institute  measures  to 
designate  important  historical  localities,  as  was  recently  done 
respecting  the  scene  of  the  Boston  Massacre.  It  may  also  aid 
and  encourage  the  building  or  placing  of  new  mementos  in 
sculpture  or  monumental  form  to  perpetuate  important  events 
and  mark  the  location  where  they  occurred. 

Although  supported  by  its  income  from  membership  sub- 
scriptions, the  Society  has  not,  as  it  might  have  done,  con- 
fined its  benefits  and  advantages  exclusively  to  members.  Its 
Memorial  Halls  are  open  to  the  public,  and  the  library,  topo- 
graphical collection,  manuscripts, —  in  fact  all  its  possessions 
—  are  at  all  times  freely  accessible  to  the  public,  under  only 
the  simplest  restrictions  to  ensure  safety  and  prevent  con- 
fusion. All  who  desire  to  listen  to  the  papers  read  at  our  reg- 
ular meetings  are  freely  admitted  on  presenting  themselves. 

Making  this  use  of  any  advantages  we  may  have  obtained, 
may  not  the  Bostonian  Society  have  some  claim  as  a  free 
public  educator  of  the  people  concerning  the  history  of 
Boston,  its  past  record,  its  present  condition  and  its  future 
advantages  .■' 

Coming  from  any  part  of  the  United  States,  youth,  man- 
hood and  age  can  study  the  story,  obtain  valuable  knowledge 
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for  present  effort,  or  read  the  grand  record  of  the  past  and 
the  history  of  those  whose  lives  and  sacrifices  have  made  Bos- 
ton what  it  is. 

The  visitor  from  foreign  lands  may  find  here  the  story  of 
our  great  republic  ;  study  the  causes  which  led  to  its  foun- 
dation ;  the  events  in  its  progress  and  the  principles  that 
enabled  it  successfully  to  preserve  itself  against  disruption 
and  destruction. 

AN    APPEAL    TO    BOSTONIANS. 

The  facts  being  as  here  stated,  and  accomplishing  such  a 
work,  may  we  not  reasonably  expect  that  Boston's  citizens, 
more  especially  those  who  claim  it  as  the  city  of  their  birth, 
and  those  who  have  made  their  business  successes  here,  will 
be  willing  to  assist  in  placing  us  upon  a  sure  foundation  as 
regards  our  finances.  We  have  now  but  three  paid  ofificials, 
and  for  the  compensation  to  them,  which  is  quite  small,  and 
all  other  expenses,  we  are  obliged  to  depend  on  annual  sub- 
scriptions. These  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  make  any 
advance  in  our  work,  scarcely  enough  to  meet  present 
demands.  We  have  many  valuable  books  and  pamphlets 
that  require  rebinding,  pictures  that  need  reframing,  new 
shelving  and  accommodation  for  books,  an  iron  safe,  and  other 
office  furniture  which  cannot  be  purchased  at  present  for 
sheer  lack  of  funds,  which  are  otherwise  exhausted. 

I  have  before  recommended  the  raising  of  a  fund,  the  in- 
come of  which  might  be  sufficient  to  pay  our  secretaries  and 
custodians,  leaving  the  income  from  membership  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  other  running  expenses  above  alluded  to. 

I  would  now  ask  the  Society  to  appoint  a  proper  com 
mittee  to  see  if  it  be  not  possible  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to 
insure  such  an  income.  It  would  certainly  seem  that  ten 
wealthy  Boston  gentlemen  might  be  found,  whose  public 
spirit  and  local  pride  would  prompt  a  subscription  of  five 
thousand  dollars  each,  making  a  total  of  $50,000,  the  income 
of  which  would  insure  our  salary  list  beyond  question. 

This  subscription  might  be  started  with  this  under- 
standing that  not  a  dollar  should  be  called  for  until  the  entire 
amount  had  been  pledged,  and  then  not  until  the  subscribers 
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had  met,  decided  how  the  money  should  be  invested  and 
who  should  have  the  management  of  the  fund.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  appeal  will  be  appreciated  as  one  directly  to 
the  advantage  of  our  city,  and  as  made  to  those  who  love  her 
and  take  pride  in  her  histor}^,  her  progress  and  her  institutions, 
and  in  no  sense  as  a  personal  one.  If  the  influential  members 
of  our  organization  who  favor  this  project  will  take  hold  with 
a  will,  I  am  confident  it  can  be  accomplished. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  the  Society  is  in 
good  condition  and  out  of  debt.  The  Board  of  Directors  and 
various  committees  have  given  much  care  and  time  towards 
properly  carrying  out  our  objects.  The  Committee  on  Rooms 
have  had,  and  probably  will  have  generally  to  devote  much 
valuable  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
which  are  both  responsible  and  onerous,  all  of  which  have 
been  performed  in  a  manner  deserving  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. 

The  necrology  for  the  past  year  will  be  presented  to  you 
in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  but  I  cannot  let  the 
opportunity  pass  without  reference  to  the  loss  we  have  sus- 
tained by  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Allen,  a  member  of  the 
board.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  good  citizen,  a  true  friend  and  an 
honest  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  believed  in 
Boston  and  her  institutions,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  this 
Society.      In  his  death  we  have  lost  a  valued  member. 

In  conclusion,  while  tendering  you  the  best  wishes  for 
the  new  year,  it  is  with  the  desire  that  we  may  place  the 
Bostonian  Society  in  the  position  that  such  an  institution 
should  occupy,  making  it  one  that  shall  be  the  pride  of  our 
citizens,  worthy  the  warmest  encouragement  of  the  municipal 
government,  and  an  honor  to  those  whose  names  are  inscribed 
on  its  roll  of  membership. 

Capt.  Nathan  Appleton,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words, 
alluded  to  the  success  of  the  Society  in  its  work,  and  made  a 
motion  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
what  could  be  done  to  procure  the  whole  of  the  Old  State 
House  for  historical  purposes,  and  to  raise  the  fund  recom- 
mended by  the  President. 
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Ex-Governor  Alexander  H.  Rice  seconded  the  motion, 
and  eloquently  referred  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
Society,  and  the  desirability  of  increasing  its  means  of  use- 
fulness. Captain  Appleton's  resolution  was  adopted  unani- 
mously, and  the  President  announced  that  he  would  appoint  a 
committee  later. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  on  behalf  of  the  Directors,  then 
read  their  Annual  Report,  which  was  accepted. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution, 
the  Directors  beg  to  present  a  report  of  their  doings,  at  this, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  activity  and  success, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  objects  for  which  the  Society  exists. 
The  attendance  at  the  meetings  has  been  good,  and  the 
interest  of  previous  years  has  been  fully  maintained.  Papers 
were  read  at  each  monthly  meeting  as  follows  : 

February  8  :  "  The  Discovery  of  New  England  by  the 
Northmen  in  the  Tenth  Century,"  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  P. 
Bodfish. 

March  8:  "The  Loyalists  during  the  Siege  of  Boston," 
by  Mr.  Erving  Winslow. 

April  12  :  "  Old  Boston,  or  the  Once  Familiar  Faces,"  by 
Mr.  Hugh  Crichton. 

May  lo  :  "  The  Life  and  Character  of  some  of  the  Early 
Colonial  Governors,"  by  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Russell. 

June  14  :  "  The  Theatre  in  Modern  American  Life,"  by 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Clapp. 

Oct.  II  :  "Military  Notes  on  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill," 
by  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  N.  Fisher. 

November  8  :  "  The  Visit  of  the  West  Point  Cadets  to 
Boston,  August,  1821,"  by  Mr.  William  Clarence  Burrage. 

December  13  :  "  Lord  Morpeth's  Visit  to  Boston,  in  1841," 
by  Mr.  Edward  L.  Pierce. 
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The  publications  of  the  Society  ckiring  the  year  1887,  were 
first,  the  Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  with  reports  of 
Committees,  and  descriptive  catalogues  of  the  accessions  to 
the  collections  of  the  Society,  and  of  contributions  to  its  loan 
contributions,  pp.  71,  with  illustrations  ;  second,  Proceedings 
at  a  Special  Meeting,  commemorative  of  the  late  General 
Quincy,  to  which  reference  will  again  be  made,  pp.  27,  with 
heliotype  portrait  ;  and  third.  Number  Two  of  the  Collections 
of  the  Society,  being  a  monograph  on  Abel  Bowen,  by  William 
Henry  Whitmore,  pp.  56,  with  68  heliotype,  wood-cut  and 
copper-plate  illustrations. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  historic  building  which  we 
occupy  increases  year  by  year,  as  the  following  figures  will 
show  : 

1884, 5,637 

1885, 6,732 

1886 10,636 

1887, 14,124 

The  registered  visitors  in  1887  have  been  thus  classified  : 

From  Boston,     ......         4,333 

From  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,         .         9,191 
From  Foreign  Countries,    ....  600 


14,124 


As  has  been  remarked,  in  previous  reports,  it  is  estimated 
that  not  more  than  one-half  the  visitors  to  these  rooms 
register  their  names  ;  on  this  estimate,  there  were  about 
28,000  in  1887,  against  about  20,000  in  1886.  It  is  interesting 
to  observe  in  this  connection,  that  8,000  persons  visited  Fan- 
euil  Hall  in  1887,  against  10,000  in  1886. 

The  declared  object  of  our  Society  is  to  promote  the  study 
of  the  history  of  Boston,  and  the  preservation  of  its  antiqui- 
ties. The  antiquities  of  our  city,  whether  buildings  or  other 
memorials  of  the  past,  are  valuable  and  important  because  of 
their  associations  with  the  men  and  women  of  the  generations 
which  have  gone  before  us.     Today  we  record  in  our  annals 
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the  names  of  our  associates  who  have  been  removed  from  us 
by  death  during  the  last  year,  giving  to  each,  as  it  were,  a 
tablet  which  may  prove  to  be  more  enduring  than  brass. 

The  Necrology  for  1887  is  as  follows  : 

Josiah   Thomas  Vose,  born  in   Boston,  June  27,    18 19,  died 

January  13. 
Josiah  Putnam  Bradlee,  born  in  Boston,  June   10,  18 17,  died 

in  Boston,  Feb.  2. 
Horace  Bean  Wilbur,  born  in  Boston,  June  16,  18 17,  died  in 

Boston,  March  23. 
Samuel  Miller  Quincy,  born  in  Boston,  June  13,  1832,  died  in 

Keene,  N.  H.,  March  24. 
Henry  Bromfield  Rogers,  born  in  Boston,  April  4,  1802,  died 

in  Boston,  March  30. 
Edward  Flint  Thayer,  born  in  Brookline,  Mass.,  November 

18,  1835,  died  in  Boston,  April  2. 
Abraham     Orlando    Bigelow,   born    in    Westminster,    Mass., 

August  3,  18 12,  died  in  Boston,  April  29. 
Robert  Caldwell  Mackay,  born  in  Boston,  May  26,  1800,  died 

in  Boston,  April  29. 
James  Marsh  Burgess,  born  in  Boston,  May  18,  1823,  died  in 

Brookline,  Mass.,  May  28. 
Uriel  Crocker,    born    in    Marblehead,   Mass.,   September  13, 

1796,  died  in  Cohasset,  Mass.,  July  19. 
George  Warren  Harding,  born  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  January  4, 

18 18,  died  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  July  22. 
William  Perkins,  born  in  Boston,  October  4,    1804,  died  in 

Boston,  July  13. 
Edward    Dearborn    Maynard,  born  in   Southborough,  Mass., 

January  28,  1835,  died  in  Boston,  August  9. 
Thomas  Jefferson  Allen,  born  in  Boston,  January  31,   18 19, 

died  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  August  31. 
John  Worster,  born  in  Boston,  August  14,  1805,  died  in  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  September  13. 
Thomas  Lamb,  born  in  Boston,  September  2,   1796,  died  in 

Boston,  October  26. 
William  Hilton,  born  in  Salisbury,  Mass.,  November  28,  1813, 

died  in  Boston,  December  25. 
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We  might  speak  of  the  honorable  record  made  by  many  of 
those  whose  names  appear  in  the  above  Hst,  but  they  have 
been  appropriately  commemorated  elsewhere.  It  is  proper, 
however,  that  particular  reference  should  be  made  to  two  of 
them,  because  of  their  official  connection  with  the  Society. 

Samuel  Miller  Quincy  was  the  first  President  of  the  Anti- 
quarian Club,  the  predecessor  of  this  Society  ;  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  its  efficient  Clerk  and 
Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Rooms  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It  seemed  to  the  Directors 
eminently  fitting  that  a  special  meeting  should  be  held,  not 
only  to  commemorate  General  Quincy's  connection  with,  and 
interest  in  this  Society,  but  also  to  give  expression  in  perma- 
nent form  to  our  sense  of  his  valuable  public  service  in 
military  and  civil  affairs,  and  our  estimate  of  his  private  and 
personal  worth. 

Our  fellow  member,  Mr.  Samuel  Arthur  Bent,  was  asked 
to  prepare  an  eulogy,  and  to  deliver  it,  and  he  performed  the 
duty  assigned  to  him  on  the  20th  of  May,  in  a  manner  which 
was  most  gratifying  to  General  Quincy's  associates  and 
friends. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Allen  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  at  the  October  meet- 
ing, a  resolution  was  presented  by  the  Board,  which  the 
Society  adopted,  and  a  tribute  to  his  memory  was  paid  by  his 
old-time  friend,  Mr.  Martin  P.  Kennard,  and  has  since  been 
preserved  in  a  beautiful  little  memorial  volume,  privately 
printed  by  the  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis  Guild, 
John  T.  Hassam, 
Samuel  H.   Russell, 
Hamilton  A.   Hill, 
Thomas  C.  Amory, 
William  Wilkins  Warren, 
John  Lathrop. 

Boston,  January  9,  1888. 
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REPORT    OF   THE    NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Stanton  Blake  then  presented  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  :  — 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  for  the  year  1888,  respectfully  submit 
the  following  names  :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
William  Clarence  Burrage. 


For  Directors. 


Curtis  Guild. 
John  T.  Hassam. 
Samuel  H.  Russell. 
Hamilton  A.  Hill. 


Thomas  C.  Amory. 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish. 
Wm.  Wilkins  Warren. 
John  Lathrop. 


George  O.  Carpenter. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken,  and  the  foregoing  list  of  candi- 
dates was  declared  unanimously  elected. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  articles  given  and  loaned  increases  each 
year,  and  the  number  of  visitors  steadily  grows  larger.  A 
catalogue  of  the  contents  of  the  Museum  is  often  inquired 
for,  and  if  the  Committee  had  the  facility,  —  that  is,  the 
money,  —  it  would  be  desirable  to  print  one  ;  the  letter- 
press copy  for  the  same  has  been  prepared  by  the  Clerk. 
It  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  public  if  persons  owning 
early  American  paintings  would  loan  them  ;  for  a  knowledge 
of  our  early  artists,  as  possessed  by  those  who  visit  the 
rooms,  is  often  limited. 

Any  paintings  by  Smibert,  Badger,  Blackburn,  Copley, 
West,    Peale,  Savage,  Trumbull,  Sargent,  Stuart,    Malbone, 


i8 

or  by  Allston,  Sully,   Harding,  Huntington,  Furness,  Healy 
and  Salmon,  would  be  gladly  welcomed  by  the  Committee. 

The  collection  of  early  Engraved  Portraits  has  been 
greatly  enriched  the  past  year  by  mezzotints  of  Governors 
Shirley,  Belcher,  Pownall,  Hancock  and  Gerry,  and  two  valua- 
ble works  of  Savage,  after  his  own  paintings,  of  Washington, 
and  Franklin.  There  was  also  on  exhibition  for  a  short  time, 
an  original  crayon  of  Paul  Revere,  loaned  by  his  great  grand- 
daughters, the  Misses  Riddle  of  Hingham.*  We  are  also 
indebted  to  the  Quincy  family  for  a  portrait  by  Page  of  Josiah 
Ouincy,  Jr.,  the  eleventh  Mayor,  and  a  crayon  by  Furness  of 
Josiah  Quincy,  the  second  Mayor  of  Boston.  It  should  be 
mentioned  here  that  with  the  photograph  given  of  William 
Gaston,  the  series  of  portraits  of  Mayors  of  Boston  is  now 
completed. 

THE    COLUMBIAN    MUSEUM. 

In  connection  with  the  history  of  Abel  Bowen,  published 
this  year  by  the  Society,  Mrs.  Phipps  of  Chelsea  loaned  two 
miniatures  of  Bowen,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Healy,  by  an  un- 
known artist,  but  supposed  to  be  by  Doyle;  also  a  paint- 
ing of  Daniel  Bowen  by  Joseph  Kyle  of  Philadelphia,  (  see 
Collections,  Vol.  i,  No.  2,  Abel  Bowen,  by  W.  H.  Whitmore.) 
At  the  time  Daniel  Bowen  opened  the  Columbian  Museum, 
he  was  assisted  by  W.  M.  S.  Doyle,  who  executed  miniatures 
and  silhouettes.  A  portrait  of  the  latter  in  colored  crayons, 
signed  by  him,  was  also  given  the  Society ;  and  there 
is  now  on  exhibition  a  broadside,  giving  the  contents  of 
the  Museum,  —  a  most  curious  collection, —  and  an  original 
ticket  of  admission,  showing  the  situation  of  the  building  on 
Tremont  Street,  a  cut  of  which  is  engraved  thereon. f 

AUTOGRAPHS. 

Commissions  and  Autographs  of  famous  men,  so  much 
sought  for  by  all  collectors,  have  been  procured  from  time 
to  time,  as  opportunity  presented.  Dr.  J.  S.  H.  Fogg  of 
Boston    presented    the    very    scarce    autograph    of    Captain 


*  See  frontispiece.  t  See  etching  by  Rosenthal. 
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Robert  Keayne,  who  in  1653  gave  the  first  ^^300  to  build  on 
this  spot  the  first  Town  House ;  other  important  documents 
are  —  official  signatures  of  George  II,  1778  ;  Sir  Harry  Vane, 
1636;  Wm.  Stoughton,  1675  ;  Thomas  Pownal,  1759;  Joseph 
Dudley,  1708  ;  Samuel  Shute,  1721  ;  Samuel  Symonds,  Simon 
Bradstreet,  1679;  John  Hancock,  Elias  Boudinot,  Paul 
Revere,  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  Admiral  Shuldham,  and 
many  more.  One  of  the  rarest  autographs  among  the  Gover- 
nors is  that  of  John  Winthrop,  and  a  fine  specimen  of  his 
writing  has  recently  been  presented,  a  deposition  "  Taken 
upon  oathe  before  me,  John  Winthrop,  Gov.,  June  8,  1639." 

BROADSIDES,  ETC. 

The  Broadsides  are  historical  and  curious.  Among  them 
are  the  order  of  Procession  on  the  visit  of  General  George 
Washington  to  Boston,  October,  1789,  with  a  list  of  all  the 
bodies  participating;  a  similar  commemoration  of  Lafayette's 
visit,  August  24,  1824  :  the  funeral  programme  and  order  of 
exercises  on  the  public  observance  of  the  death  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  Old  South  Church,  January  9,  1800:  the 
sonnet  and  music  by  Hans  Gramm,  organist  at  the  obsequies 
of  Governor  John  Hancock,  in  Brattle  Sq.  Church,  Oct.  14, 
1793.  These  printed  announcements  of  important  events  are 
now  almost  unique.  Another  curious  early  broadside  rep- 
resents Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  with  ropes  around  their 
necks,  on  a  scaffold  on  Boston  Common,  during  the  17th 
century ;  under  this  woodcut  are  doggerel  verses ;  still 
another,  a  poem,  parodies  the  visit  of  Edmund  Kean  to 
Boston  in  1825,  and  is  entitled  "A  Keen  Joke." 

The  Deed  of  Dorothy  Hancock,  April  27,  1795,  to  the 
town  of  Boston  of  Governor  Hancock's  garden, —  the  land  on 
which  the  State  House  now  stands, —  is  contributed  by  Geo. 
B.  Ager,  also  an  old  plan  of  Beacon  St.  and  the  Hancock 
Estate  in  1815.  One  deed  is  from  Mary  Lake,  Nov.  30,  1677, 
to  the  town,  of  a  "certain  room  or  cellar  under  the  stair  case 
at  the  east  end  of  the  Town  House  ; "  another,  an  ancient 
conveyance  signed  by  Paul  Dudley,  1709,  etc.,  etc.  An  odd 
document,  loaned  by  Rowland  Ellis,  relates  the  success  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Second  Church  "to  better  the  singing," 


20 


Feb,  5,  1763,  and  the  bill  of  Master  Hillar,  choir  master  for 
"singing,  and  for  candles  to  sing  by."  * 

The  Curtis  Collection  of  Photographs,  has  been  increased 
by  views  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  many  of  the  old 
churches,  St.  Mary's,  the  Old  South,  King's  Chapel,  etc. ; 
the  old  Custom  house,  Pemberton  Square,  Boylston  Market, 
the  Portuguese  settlement  on  Long  Island,  (now  razed  to  the 
ground,)  the  Warren  house,  Roxbury,  the  Curtis  house, 
Jamaica  Plain,  etc. 

The  ancient  houses  of  New  England  are  fast  disappear- 
ing, and  it  is  probable  that  the  Fairbanks  house  in  Dedham 
will  soon  follow  the  others.  Some  old  Leeds  ware  with 
delicate  ornamentation,  and  later  blue  earthenware  with 
representations  of  the  State  House,  etc.,  from  the  old  place, 
have  lately  been  shown  in  one  of  the  cases,  as  well  as  other 
examples  from  various  towns,  of  pitchers  with  battle  scenes, 
rural  landscapes,  silver  and  copper  lustre  wares,  a  miniature 
"  Toby,"  etc.  A  descriptive  list  of  all  articles  received  will 
be  found  among  the  gifts  and  loans,  which  are  labelled  and 
displayed  whenever  space  is  found  to  properly  show  them. 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk,  for  the  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 

An  encouraging  report  can  be  given  of  the  condition  of 
the  Library  of  the  Society.  During  the  past  year  four  hun- 
dred and  five  volumes  and  five  hundred  and  one  pamphlets 
have  been  added  to  the  Library,  a  much  larger  number  than 
during  any  preceding  year.  Of  these  accessions  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  volumes  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  pam- 
phlets were  gifts  ;  the  others  were  purchased.  The  interest  in 
the   Library  appears  to  be  wide  spread  and  increasing,  and 


*  On  the  back  of  the  bill  is  written  :  "  The  Committee  on  auditing  accounts, 
in  the  within  say :  there  is  neither  day,  month  nor  year  on  these  bills,  your  hum- 
ble servant  John  Tudor  does  not  think  the  within  paper  fit  to  be  filed  with  church 
papers,  whether  they  be  Doctors,  Churchmen,  Statesmen  or  women." 


2  I 


the  gifts  represent  many  rare  and  desirable  books.  The 
Society  is  suffering  from  a  lack  of  accommodations  for  its 
collection  of  books.  A  book-case  has  recently  been  purchased, 
which  is  already  full,  and  many  volumes  still  lack  shelf-room. 
All  the  books  and  pamphlets  in  the  Library  have  been  cata- 
logued under  the  names  of  authors  and  subjects.  A  case  of 
drawers  has  been  provided  for  the  Card  Catalogue,  which  is 
accessible  to  all  who  may  wish  to  consult  it.  The  Committee 
again  solicit  the  gift  of  books,  pamphlets,  maps  and  prints 
relating  to  Boston  and  New  England. 

The  list  of  accessions,  with  the  names  of  donors,  will  be 
found  on  the  following  pages. 

J.  L.  Whitney, 

Wm.  C.   Winslow, 

H.  P.  Curtis, 

James  F,  Hunnewell, 

F.  W.  Palfrey, 

W.   C.  BuRRAGE,  Clerk. 

ACCESSIONS   TO   THE    LIBRARY   COLLECTION, 

1887. 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Anonymous          ........ 

George  B.  Ager 

Edmund  J.  Baker,  Dorchester 

5 

I 

2 
I 

Theodore  H.  Bell 

I 

John  Bigelow 

I 

Boston,  (  City  of )  Alvah  H.  Peters,  City  Messenger    . 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Record  Commissioners    ..... 

3 

2 

I 

Frank  E.  Bradish 

2 

Buckminster  Brown,  M.  D. 

I 

I 

Samuel  N.  Brown         ....... 

I 

G.  J.  F.  Bryant 

James  M.  Bugbee 

2 

I 

T.  0.  H.  P.  Burnham 

I 

W.  Clarence  Burrage  ....... 

Horace  P.  Chandler 

2 

I 

2 
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Donors. 

Vols. 

22 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Nmtiber  brought  forward,     ..... 

9 

C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D 

3 

I 

Jeremiah  Colburn          ...... 

2 

Bernard  Corr        ....... 

48 

Samuel  T.  Crosby        ...... 

I 

James  W.  Curtis  ....... 

I 

James  C.  Davis    ....... 

52 

Stephen  G.  Deblois 

I 

Charles  K.  Dillaway 

2 

Samuel  A.  Drake          ..... 

I 

Jacob  A.  Dresser          ..... 

I 

I 

Henry  Drew         ...... 

I 

I 

C.  W.  Ellms,  Scituate 

I 

J.  S.  H.  Fogg,  M.  D 

4 

R.  B.  Forbes        

I 

Franklin  Insurance  Co.         .... 

47 

Francis  J.  Garrison       ..... 

3 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  ^ 

[.  Y.  . 

I 

A.  C.  Goodell,  Jr 

I 

James  L.  Gorham 

I 

Samuel  A.  Green,  AI.  D 

3 

Curtis  Guild          ...... 

3 

6 

W.  H.  Gunnison,  East  Walpole    . 

I 

John  T.  Hassam 

2 

Franklin  F.  Heard        ..... 

I 

Hamilton  A.  Hill          .         .         •         .         . 

74 

George  VV.  Humphrey           .... 

I 

Heirs  of  D.  T.  V.  Huntoon  .... 

8 

Col.  W.  V.  Hutchings           .... 

I 

A.  E.  Johonnot 

I 

Kansas  Historical  Society    .... 

I 

King's  Chapel,  (Minister,  Wardens  and  Vestry) 

I 

John  Lathrop 

2 

William  C.  Lawrence    ..... 

I 

W.  T.  R,  Marvin 

2 

Massachusetts  Civil  Service  Commissioners 

I 

Mrs.  Lansing  Millis,  Millis, 

I 

L.  Foster  Morse 

• 

I 

207      109 
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Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

N'mnber  brought  forward,     ..... 

207 

109 

New  York  Historical  Society 

I 

Grenville  H.  Norcross 

2 

Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia  . 

I 

Nathaniel  Paine,   Worcester 

II 

George  Penniman         ....... 

2 

Thomas  H.  Perkins 

12 

Nathaniel  Phillips        . 

I 

Rev.  E.  G.  Porter,  Lexington 

I 

J.  V.  Pratt,  M.  D.,  Chelsea 

2 

Gen'l  S.  M.  Quincy 

I 

J.  P.  Reed 

3 

W.  H.  Reynolds 

I 

John  C.  Ropes 

I 

Samuel  H.  Russell 

12 

I 

Saint  Louis  Public  Library 

I 

E.  H.  Savage       

I 

G.  D.  Scull,  London     ....... 

2 

Samuel  S.  Shaw  ........ 

I 

3 

W.  G.  Shillaber 

I 

J.  Q.  A.  Spear 

I 

C.  A.  Stearns 

I 

Benjamin  F.  Stevens 

I 

Waldo  Thompson 

I 

William  B.  Trask 

2 

Hammond  W.  Vinal 

I 

George  H.  Vose,  New  York 

I 

Mrs.  Waitt,  Cambridge 

I 

Watertown  Public  Library 

I 

Alonzo  B.  Wentworth,  Dedham 

2 

I 

William  W.  Wheildon,   Concord,    Collection    of   News- 

papers        

5 

2 

George  H.  Whitman 

2 

71 

William  H.  Whitmore 

I 

Edward  B.  Wilder 

I 

By  gift, 

260 

212 

By  purchase, 

145 

2S9 

Total, 

40s 

SOI 
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The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  recent  additions  to  the 
Library :  — 

Almanacs.  A  collection  of  early  New  England  almanacs,  by  Ames, 
Bickerstaff,  Fleet,  Low,  Thomas,  etc. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Sermons,  etc. 

Belcher,  J.  Letter  book  of  Gov.  Jonathan  Belcher,  1723— 1725. 
Manuscript.  Also  a  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  which  belonged  to  Jona- 
than Belcher,  son  of  Governor  Belcher,  and  contains  genealogical 
memoranda  in  his  handwriting. 

Boston.     Beacon  Street,  Plan,  1828. 

Athenaeum.     Catalogue.     5  vols. 

Directories.     A  nearly  complete  collection  of  directories  from  1789 

to  1887. 

Shipping  List,  1843— 1885.     48  vols. 

Fourth  of  July  Orations.     1795  to  1887  [not  complete]. 

Notes  and  queries  relating  to  Boston,  cut  from  the  Boston  Evening 

Transcript,  1876 —  1884,  7  vols. 

Record  Commissioners'  Reports. 

BowEN,  Abel.     A  collection  of  his  engravings. 

Picture  of  Boston,  ist,  2d  and  3d  editions. 

Bradford,  A.     History  of  Massachusetts. 

Buckingham,  J.  T.     Personal  memoirs,  etc. 

Bugbee,  J.  M.     The  city  government  of  Boston. 

Drake,  S.  G.     The  history  and  antiquities  of  Boston. 

Earthquakes.     A  collection  of  sermons  occasioned  by  the  earthquakes  of 

1727  and  1755. 
Emerson,  G.  B.     Reminiscences  of  an  old  teacher. 
Frothingham,  R.     The  battle-field  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association.     Addresses  and  reports 

of  exhibitions. 

Historical  Society.     Proceedings.     22  vols. 

Morton,  Nathaniel.     New  England's  Memorial.     5th  edition. 
Narrative  and  critical  history  of  America.     Edited  by  J.  Winsor. 
New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register.     24  vols. 
Newspapers.     Numerous  volumes  of  early  Boston  and  New  England  news- 
papers. 

Parsons,  U.     The  life  of  Sir  W.  Pepperrell. 

Porter,  E.  G.     Rambles  in  Old  Boston,  New  England. 

Scull,  G.  D.     Memoir  and  letters  of  Capt.  W.  Glanville  Evelyn,   of  the 

4th  Regiment,  1774 —  1776. 

. The  Evelyns  in  America. 

Sermons  and  discourses.      By  John  Clarke;  Benjamin  Colman ;  Thomas 

Prince  ;  John  Hancock ;  Samuel  Willard  ;  Jonathan  Mayhew ;  Mather 

Byles;    Thomas   Foxcroft;   Joseph    Sewall ;    Peter  Thacher;   Charles 

Chauncy ;  etc. 
Snow,  C.  H.     Geography  of  Boston  and  the  adjacent  towns. 


25 

Sparks,  J.     Writings  of  George  Washington,  with  life.     12  vols. 

Tales  and   dramas.     A  collection   of  early  printed   American    tales   and 

dramas. 
Wheatley,  Phillis.     Poems  on  various  subjects.     London,  1773. 
Whitmore,  W.  H.     The  American  genealogist. 

The  graveyards  of  Boston.     Vol.  i.     Copp's  Hill  epitaphs. 

Editor.      The  colonial  laws  of  Massachusetts,  reprinted   from   the 

edition  of  1672,  with  the  supplements  through  1686. 

Wyman,  T.  B.     The  genealogies  and  estates  of  Charlestown,  1629 —  1818. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  properly 
audited,  vv^hich  will  be  found  on  another  page. 

The  Society  voted  to  empower  the  Directors  to  print  the 
*'  Proceedings  "  and  such  papers  as  they  might  deem  expedi- 
ent for  the  Collections. 


Adjourned. 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 


Clerk. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  2,  i^ 

Annual  Assessments 

Publications 

Frames,  etc. 

Interest    . 

Bills  Payable,  . 


Expenditures. 


Rent, 

Salaries    ..... 
Committee  on  Rooms,  Purchases 

"           "  Library,  Books,  etc. 
Publications     .... 
General  Expenses     . 
In  Bank   


Life  Membership  Fund 


Life  Membership  Fund,  Jan.  i,  18S7 
Cash  received  since  Jan.  i,  1887     . 
Interest  received,  June,  1887 
Dec,  1887 


2,575  00 

71  38 

13  75 

4  79 

973  47 

$3,717  24 


100  00 

1,054  47 

438  72 

615  17 

645  33 

782  82 

80  ^7, 

$3,717  24 

$2,174  60 

895  00 

32  26 

35  28 

$3,137  14 


Wm.  Clarence  Burrage,  Treasurer. 


Boston,  January  2,   1888. 


Boston,  Jamiary  8,  1888.  The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  recorded 
in  the  cash  book  of  the  corporation  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1887, 
hereby  certify  that  said  accounts  are  correctly  kept,  and  properly  vouched. 


Samuel  H.  Russell, 
A.  C.  Fearing,  Jr., 


Committee. 


ACCESSIONS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTIONS,   1887. 


GIFTS    AND    PURCHASES. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Adams,  W.  H. 
Allan,  Geo.  W. 


Barnes,  Mrs.  Luther 


Bell,  Theo.  H. 


Black,  J.  W. 
Bostonian  Society. 
(By  Committee  on 

Rooms.) 


Photo. 
Commiss'n 

Certificate. 

Satin. 

Silk. 

Satin. 

Map. 

Pass. 

Commiss'n 

Auto.,  etc. 


Commiss'n 


Mezzotint. 


Engraving. 


Photo. 
Satin. 


Card. 


Receiving  Ship  Ohio. 

Issued    to    Gen.    John    Crane,    signed,  Elias 

Boudinot  and  ii.  Lincoln,  Oct.  10,  1783. 
Boston  Fire  Department,  Jan.  l6,  1839. 
Badge,  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  President. 
Badge  worn  at  the  opening  of  the  Dry  Dock, 

Charlestown,  1835. 
Piece  of  red  satin,  a  part  of  a  curtain  of  the 

Brattle  St.  Church. 

Map  of  the  first  Boston  Fire  Alarm  Tele- 
graph, 1852. 

Pass  to  leave  the  State,  Sept.  i,  1862  ;  signed 
Oliver  Warner,  Sec'y  of  State. 

Commission  to  John  Pray,  Ensign,  signed 
Increase  Sumner,  Gov.,  Sept.  12,  1798. 

Indenture  between  Frederick  Hardwick,  June 
5,  14  years  of  age,  and  John  Pray  of  Brain- 
tree,  cordwainer,  April  13,  1780,  for  seven 
years  ;  signed  John  Pray. 

Registration  or  discharge  of  John  Pray,  En- 
sign, signed  Wm.  Damon,  Adjt.  Gen., 
Mar.  I,  1803. 

Appointment  of  John  Pray,  Clerk  to  ist  Regi- 
ment, 1st  Brigade,  Oct.  2,  1790. 

Commission  to  John  Pray,  Ensign,  Sixth 
Regiment,  May  6,  1796,  signed  Samuel 
Adanis,  Gov. 

Geo.  Washington.  E.  Savage,  sc,  after  his 
own  painting, 

Benj.  Franklin.  D.  Martin, //«r.,  E.  Savage, 
sc. 

Engraved  Notice  of  Meeting  of  "Alert  Eagle 
Fire  Society,  May  28,  1828." 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison. 

Badge,  "Boston  Clay  Club,"  Sept.  19,  1844, 
with  portrait  of  Henry  Clay. 

Badge,  Bell  &  Everett,  Mt.  Vernon  Sixth 
Ward  Pioneers. 

Select  Party  at  Concert  Hall,  Feb.  11,  1796. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Bostonian  Society. 


<<  <( 


Satin. 


Broadside. 


Commiss'n 


Deposition 
Commiss'n 


Autograph 
Letters. 


Mezzo. 


Color'dEn. 


Board  of  Trade,  Franklin  Badge,  Sept.   17, 

1856. 
Inauguration   of  Franklin    Statue,    Sept.   17, 

1856. 

Monody  with  portrait,  on  the  death  of  George 
III.     By  Dr.  Walcot. 

Woodcut  with  verses,  "  Inhuman  Cruelty," 
or  "Villany  Detected." 

John  and  Ann  Richardson  of  Boston  repre- 
sented as  seated  on  the  gallows  on  Boston 
Common,  for  the  attempted  murder  of  a 
child. 

Ensign's  Commission,  signed  Gov.  Thomas 
Pownal,  1759. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  Commission,  signed  Gov. 
James  Sullivan,  1808. 

Adjutant's  Commission,  signed  Gov.  E.  Gerry, 
Sept.  13,  181 1. 

Deposition  taken  before  Gov.  Simon  Brad- 
street,  1682. 

Civil,  signed  by  Gov.  Increase  Sumner,  1708. 

Civil,  signed  by  Gov.  Samuel  Shute,  June, 
1721. 

Military,  signed  by  Gov.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Oct. 
19,  18 II. 

Civil,  signed  by  Gov.  Levi  Lincoln,  Jan.  24, 
1829. 

Various  commissions,  with  signatures  of  N. 

P.     Banks,    W.    B.    Washburn,    Geo.    N. 

Briggs,    Wm.    Eustis,    Geo.    S.    Boutwell, 

A.  H.  Rice,  Wm.  Gaston,  John  A.  Andrew, 

and  Alex.  H.  Bullock. 
H.  G.  Otis,  Josiah  Ouincy,  John  Hancock, 

(certificate,  as  Selectman,)  Lemuel  Shaw, 

Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Edwin  Booth,  Wm. 

Warren,     Commodore    Wm.    Bainbridge, 

Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner,  John  Pierpont,  Dr.  J. 

C.  Warren,  J.  H.  Cliiford,  etc. 
Gov.    Jonathan    Belcher,   R.  Phillips,  pinx., 

J.  ¥a.her,  fecit. 
Gov.  Wm.  Shirley,  T.  Hudson,  pinx.,  J.  Mc. 

ArdtW,  fecit . 
Gov.  Thomas  Pownal,  Proof.     Coie.?,,  pinx., 

R.  Earlom,  sc.,  177 J. 
Rev.    Samuel    Cooper.      V.    Green,    Engr., 

1754.     Born.  1725,  died,  1783. 

These  four  prints  from  the  J.  Chaloner 

Smith  Sale,  London,  Mar.  21-30,  18S7. 
View  of  Boston  from  the  Harbor.     J.  Carni- 

tham.  Sculp.,  London,  17 — . 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Boslonian  Society. 


Bowdlear,  Wm.  A. 
Bricher,  H.  W. 
Browne,  Edw.  I. 
Bryant,  G.  J.  F. 
Bugbee,  James  M. 
Bullens,  Geo.  S. 

Butts,  Mrs.  C.  G. 


Cord  Lith. 

Lithogr'ph. 

Mezzo. 
Engraving. 


Earthenw'e 
Commiss'n 


Commiss'n 

on 
Parcliment 


Casting. 
Satin. 

Programme 


Pen  and 
Ink  Draw'g 
Engraving. 

Steel  Eng. 

Photo. 

Copperpl'te 
Engraving. 
Satin. 

Broadside. 


Satin. 


Ancient  colored  lithograph  of  Boston,  from 

the  Navy  Yard,  by  W.  J.  Bennett,  R.  A., 

after   his  own  painting. 
"Pop   Emmons,"  Orator.     Pendleton,  lith.. 

He   was   a   familiar    character    in    Boston 

forty  years  ago. 
Gov.  John  Hancock,  after  Littleford,  by  J.  M. 

Will. 
Portrait  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  minister  of 

Old  South  Church,   1700,  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College.     Died  Sept.  12, 

1707.     G.  Vander  Gucht,  sc. 
Plate,  "  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  1620.'" 
Official  Appointment,  signed  Sir  Harry  Vane, 

Colonial  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  May 

15,  1644. 
Issued  to  Wm.    Hewetson,    Dec.    20,    1778, 

signed  Georgius  Rex,  and  countersigned  by 

George  Germain,  afterwards  Viscount  Sack- 

ville,  who  was  Colonial  Secretary  during  the 

American  Revolution. 
Pair    Antique     Andirons     representing    the 

Hessians. 
3  Badges,  portraits   of  Zachary   Taylor  and 

William  Henry   Harrison.      Engraved   by 

George  G.  Smith. 
Order  of  services  at  the  funeral   of  Charles 

Sumner,  State  House,  Mar.   14,  1874,  and 

at  services  at  King's  Chapel,  Mar.  16,  1874. 
Hymns  and  music  used  at  the  above  services. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Salem  St.,   1679,  after 

drawing  by  Isaac  T.  Smith,  1828. 
S.  G.  Goodrich,   (Peter   Parley,)   Bannister, 

sailp. 
Declaration  of  Independence.    A.  B.  Durand, 

Eng. 
Centre  pavilion  of  the  Louvre,  after  which  the 

City  Hall  of  Boston  was  designed. 
Portrait     of    Phillis   Wheatley,    the    colored 

poetess.     Only  18  copies  printed. 
Badge.      "Welcome  to  Daniel  Webster,  July 

9,  1852." 
Lincoln's  Call — 300,000  men. 
Elegy   on   the  death   of  Commander  James 

Lawrence,  killed  on  the  Chesapeake,  June 

4th,  18 13,  off  Boston  Harbor.     A.  Bowen, 

engr. 
Badge,  Trimountain,i630.     A.  Bowen,  sc. 
Badge,  Portrait  of  Lafayette,  1824.    A.  Bowen 

engr. 
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DONOR. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Carpenter,  Geo.  0. 

Badges. 

Collection  of  badges,  programmes,  bills  of 
fare,  etc.,  etc.,  appertaining  to  Boston. 

Chaplin,  C.  C. 

Photo. 

Profile,  Paul  Revere,  aged  67  ;  after  a  crayon 
by  St.  Memin. 

" 

Silk. 

8  Badges,  appertaining  to  Boston. 

Clarke,  C.  E. 

Fac-simile 
wood  cut. 

Invitation  card  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Gov. 
John  Phipps,  St.  Mary  Woolnoth,  Lom- 
bard St.,  Feb.  21,  1695  ;  signed  and  sealed 
Maj.  General  Winthrop. 

" 

Photo. 

Winslow  Lewis. 

.. 

Autogr'hs. 

Order  to  pay  Col.  Nicholas  Dyke,  £2iyi  8s^ 
lod.,  Dorchester  Heights,  Feb.  8,  1777, 
Signed,  Gen.  Artemas  Ward. 

Order  to  pay  Phineas  Bowman,  $1,195,  i^h 
14,  1777,  signed,  W.  Heath,  Maj.  Gen. 

Clarke,  W.  B. 

Satin. 

Badge,  "  Y.  M.  C.  U."  excursion  to  Lexing- 
ton, Nov.  19,  1875. 

Card. 

Pass  signed  by  Adjt.  Gen.  Moore  and  Gen. 
BurreJl,  to  go  within  the  lines  at  the  time  of 
the  fire,  1872. 

<(             (< 

Satin. 

Three  Badges,  "World's  Jubilee;"  "The 
French  Fair ;  "  "  Introduction  of  Cochituate 
Water,  1848." 

Clifford,  Samuel  W. 

Colored 
Engraving. 

View  of  Boston,  showing  the  old  Wind-mill. 
Painted  and  engraved  by  W.  J.  Bennet, 
i8^o. 

Colburn,  Jeremiah 

Paper. 

Bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Ta^im  Hoitse, 
May,  17 13,  for  cleaning  and  repairing 
Clock,  gilding  cherub,  etc..  ^5. 

'*               <* 

Broadside. 

Constitution  of  a  Fire  Society,  Boston,  1741. 
Hancock  was  one  of  the  members. 

Autogrphs 

A  variety  of  letters  from  Sir  William  Pepper- 
rell  and  others,  concerning  the  seige  of 
Louisburg,  etc. 

"               " 

Brass. 

Ancient  brass  ornament  worn  on  the  cap  of 

the  Massachusetts  Militia. 

Courtney,  Daniel  J. 

Oil  Paint'g. 

Old  State  House  in  flames,  1832  ;  after  Salmon. 
Restored  and  reframed  by  J.  H'y  Stickney, 
of  Baltimore,  a  member  of  this  Society. 

Crocker,  Uriel 

Photo. 

Uriel  Crocker  and  Osmyn  Brewster,  on  the 
75th  year  of  their  partnership,  and  the  90th 
birthday  of  Uriel  Crocker,  Nov.  29,  1886. 

Cruft,  S.  B. 

Color'd  cut 

Map  of  Boston.  Feb.  1814. 

Curtis,  Henry  P. 

Photo. 

Side  View  of  Boylston  Market. 

Old  Custom  House,  Custom  House  St. 

3  views.  Old  Exchange,  State  St. 

DESCRIPTION. 


Curtis.  Henrv  P. 


Photos. 


Curtis,  Heirs  of  T.  B. 
Drew,  Henry 

Faught,  G.  N. 
Fogg,  J.  S.  H. 

French,  Jonathan 

Gaston,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Green,  Samue!  A. 

Hancock,  Franklin 

Hobbs,  A.  C. 

Holden,  Mrs.  George, 
and  Mrs.  Wm.  W. 
Warren 

Hopkins,  Geo.  J. 

Hunneman,  J.  H.,  Jr. 

Huntoon,  D.  T.  V., 
Heirs  of 


Hutchings,  Wm.  V. 
Hutchinson, Mrs.  C.  E. 


Broadside. 
Litho. 

Pistol. 
Prog'mes, 

etc. 
Prog'mme . 

Oil  Paint'g, 

Tickets, etc, 

Autogr'hs. 

jPhoto. 
IW^ood. 

i 

j  Photo. 


Leather. 
Steel  Eng. 
Wood. 

Paper. 

Leather. 

Silk. 

Broadside. 

Parchment 
Brass. 


Henry  L.  Pierce,  Jonathan  Chapman,  John 
P.  Bigelow,  Samuel  Eliot,  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 
Benjamin  Seaver  and  Jos.  M.  Wightman, 
Mayors  of  Boston. 

Various  views  of  church  interiors,  Brattle  Sq., 
The  Old  South,  St.  Mary's,  etc. 

City  of  Boston,  Reception  of  Lafayette,  Aug. 
24,  1824. 

Introduction  of  Cochituate  water  to  the  Frog- 
pond  on  Boston  Common ;  with  heavy 
carved  frame  of  fruit,  flowers,  etc. 

English  brass  flint-lock  pistol,  181 2. 
Ancient    Theatre    Programmes,    and     Ivory 

Busk,  with  etchings  done  with  a  knife. 
Programme,  last  performance  at  old  Boston 

Theatre,  Federal  St.,  May  7,  1852. 
Christ   Church,  and  part  of  Charter  Street, 

1884. 
Tickets  and  notices  of  the  receptions  of  the 

Prince  of  Wales,  Napoleon,  and  Princess 

Clothilde. 
Several  valuable  autographs,  among  them  one 

of  Robert  Keayne,  1653. 
Boylston  Market,  built  1809,  razed  1887. 
Gilded  hands  of  clock  on  Boylston  Market. 

Gift  of  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston,  1809. 
Wm.  Gaston,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Geo.  W.  Wilson  in  character  of  the  '  Guv'nr,' 

at  die  Boston  Museum. 
Dorothy  Ouincy's  slippers,  blue  calfskin,  with 

embroidery. 
Portrait  of  A.  C.  Hobbs.    H.  B.  Hall  &  Sons 

Eng. 

Ancient  carved  Beaufet  from  a  house  in  Ver- 
non Place.  [See  illustration  in  "  Rambles 
in  Old  Boston,''  by  Rev.  Edward  G. 
Porter.] 

Printed  invitation  to  the  reception  of  Kapio- 
lani,  the  Queen  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
May  12,  18S7. 

Money  belt  used  in  Company  G,  45th  Mass., 
during  the  Rebellion. 

Badge  with  Washington's  portrait,  used  in  the 
Whig  celebration,  July  4,  1834. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter,  Ventriloquists,  etc. 
Colored  Prestidigitateurs,with  verses  ;  1815. 

Roll  of  the  New  England  Guards. 

Door  knocker  from  the  house  where  Charlotte 
Cushman  was  born,  Richmond  St. 
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Ireland,  Wm.  H. 
Jeffries,  B.  Joy 


Johnson,  Samuel 
Johonnot,  A.  E. 

Lathrop,  John 


Lawrence,  Wm.  C. 
Treas. 


Lemon,  E.  G. 
Mackay,  R.  L. 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R. 
Maynard,  James  B. 

Mayo,  E.  R. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Emily  E. 

Miskelly,  James 


Silver. 
Mezzo. 

Copperplate 
Ens. 


Lith. 


Copperpl'te 
Ens. 


Wood  cut. 
Carving. 

Plan. 
Photos. 

Silk. 

Leather. 

Earth'ware 

Copperpl'te 
on  parch- 
ment. 

Photo. 

Broadside. 


Crayon. 
Wood. 


DESCRIPTION. 

Franklin  Medal,  1828. 

Gov.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Boston.  Engd.  by  J. 
R.  Smith,  and  published  July  4,  181 1. 

John  Jeffries,  born  in  Boston  1745,  H.  U. 
1763,  died  1819.  Physician  and  aeronaut, 
in  his  balloonist  costume,  with  barometer, 
etc.,  in  his  balloon. 

Portrait  at  a  later  period,  Johnson,  del.,  after 
Greenwood;  lith.  by  Pendleton. 

Column  erected  to  commemorate  the  spot 
in  the  forest  of  Guines,  France,  where  Dr. 
Jeffries  and  Mr.  Blanchard  landed,  after 
their  voyage  from  England  to  France,  Jan. 
7,  1785.  D.  C.  Johnson  del.  after  Green- 
wood. 

Boylston  Market,  1809. 

Sign  representing  carpenter's  tools,  carved  by 
Isaac  Fowle  for  John  Bradford,  13  Dock 
Sq.,  1820. 

Plan  of  territory  between  Beacon  and  Otter 
Sts.,  in  1828. 

Three  photographs  of  houses  in  Marlboro  St. 
Used  in  the  celebrated  "  Bay  window  case," 
Payson  vs.  Burnham,  141  Mass.,  547. 

Badge  worn  by  the  Veteran  Firemen's  Asso- 
ciation Centennial  delegate  to  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  17,  1887. 

Pair  of  Fire  Buckets,  marked  "  Federal  P^ire 
Co."  Made  by  John  Fenno,  who  made  the 
first  leather  buckets  at  No.  87  Orange  St. 

Pitcher  used  on  the  first  Cunard  steamers  to 
Boston,  1840. 

Clearance  Permit,  from  the  office  of  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  June  9,  1776;  signed  A. 
Oliver,  Secy. 

Caricature  "  Boston  Tea  Party,"  after  Pendle- 
ton's lithograph. 

"  Figure  head  of  the  Constitution  disfigured." 
with  woodcut  and  verses.  [This  figure, 
representing  Andrew  Jackson,  was  mutila- 
ted during  ""the  night  of  July  2,  1834,  by 
Samuel  W.  Dewey.] 

Arrangements  for  the  Order  of  Procession, 
when  Washington  visited  Boston,  Nov.  2, 
1789. 

Portrait  of  Wm.  H.  S.  Doyle,  painted  by  him- 
self, April  22,  1828.  '  [Doyle  kept  the 
Columbian  Museum  ;  he  died  May  3,  1828.] 

Urn  of  live  oak,  made  from  the  wood  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  by  the  donor. 
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DESCRIPTION-. 


Ordway,  G.  A., 

Quincy. 
Otis,  Geo.  W. 


Otis,  Wm.  C. 


Musket. 


Stoneware. 


Epaulettes. 


Parker,  Wm.  Prentiss  ! Photo. 


Perkins,  Mrs.  Richard 

Peters,  A.  H. 
Playfair,  Sir  Lyon 

Porter,  E.  G. 

Quincy,  Miss  Abby  P. 
Quincy,  Josiah  P. 
Reed,  John  P. 

Saunders,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Savage,  Edward  H. 


Sears.  J.  M. 
Shaw,  S.  S. 


Certificate. 

Silver. 

Card. 

Order  of 
Exercises. 

Map. 

Crayon. 

Oil  Paint'g. 

Satin. 
Gold. 

Dagu'type. 

CoPd  Lith. 

Weapons, 
etc. 


Wood. 
Card. 


(Breech  loader),  formerly  owned  by  John 
Brown. 

Plate  with  pictures  of  the  first  four  Cunard 
Steamers  that  came  to  Boston,  the  Britannia, 
Acadia,  Caledonia,  and  Columbia,  1840. 

Pair  of  epaulettes,  of  gold  and  bullion  fringe, 
worn  by  officer,  in  the  New  England 
Guards. 

Mercy  Greenleaf  Scollay.  Born  Yarmouth, 
Mass.,  Nov.  9,  1719,  died  Oct.  7,  1793. 
Copley, ///«".,  1763. 

Certificate  of  Mass.  Humane  Society,  to  Wm. 
Perkins.  j8io,  signed,  John  Warren,  Prest. 

City  Medal  awarded  to  Rebecca  Perkins,  at 
the  Adams  School,  1829. 

Invitation  Card  to  the  funeral  of  Ex-President 
Arthur,  Nov.  22,  1886. 

Order  of  exercises  and  Menu  at  the  banquet 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Cen- 
tennial Celebration,  Sept.  17,  1887,  with 
copper-plate  etchings  by  Albert  Rosenthal. 

Historical  Map  of  North  Square  and  its  sur- 
roundings ;  compiled  by  S.  C.  Ellis,  C.  E., 
1885. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Mayor  of  Boston,  1823-29, 
after  Stuart,  by  John  M.  Furnass. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  Boston,  1848. 
Wm.  Page,  pinx. 

Badge,  English  High  School,  1821. 

Badge  pin,  "Champions,  Boston  Base  Ball 

Club,  187 1." 
Charles    H.    Saunders,  who   made    his   first 

appearance  at  the  Warren  Theatre,  Feb.  19, 

1836. 
The    Boston   Massacre;    by  J.    H.    Bufford, 

after  Champney. 
Watch  hook.  Rattle,  Badges,  Clubs,  etc.,  used 

by  the  Police  from  1701  to  1855. 
Burglars'  tools.  Door-nips,  Slungshot,  Jimmy, 

False  keys,  etc.,  taken  from  famous  crimi- 
nals, 1840  to  1850. 
Mariner's  Cutlass,  carried  by  the  Police  while 

escorting  the  fugitive   slave    Simms   down 

State  St",  April  12,  1851. 
Mahogany  carved  base  to  the  pulpit  of  the 

Brattle  Sq.  Church. 

Dance  Card  at  "  Ball  to  Prince  of  Wales," 
Oct.  18,  1880. 

Order  of  Dances,  Mt.  Vernon  Ball,  March  4^ 
1859. 
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DONOR. 

Shaw,  S.  S. 
Shreve,  Wm.  P. 

Silloway,  Thos.  W. 

Spear,  J.  Q.  A. 

Stearns,  P.  Payson 
Stevens,  B.  F. 


Stevens,  Capt.  Geo.  A 
U.  S.  N. 

Turner,  Job  A. 


Vinal,  H.  W. 
Walker,  Mrs.  N. 
Wallis,  F.  E. 


Warren,  Wm.  W. 
Wheildon,  W.  W. 


Card. 

Silver. 

Photo. 

Newspaper 


Map. 
Sword. 
Oil  Paint's 


Litho. 

Glass. 

Paper. 

Ivory. 

Architect's 
Drawings. 


Paper. 
Ticket. 


Autograph. 


Wood. 
Iron. 


DESCRIPTION. 

Admission  ticket,  "  Boston  Teaparty  Cen- 
tennial," in  Faneuil  Hall,  Dec,  1873. 

Medal  of  the  Salem  St.  Academy,  "  Grammar, 
2d  Class."  Found  in  ruins  after  building 
was  burned. 

Two  portraits,  Rev.  Sebastian  Streeter,  and 
Rev.  T.  W.  Silloway.  Rev.  Mr.  Streeter 
was  pastor  of  the  ist  Universalist  Church 
from  May  13,  1824,  to  May  29,  1864. 

Boston  Gazette  and  County  Journal,  Mar.  12, 
1770.  First  account  of  the  Boston  Massa- 
cre. 

Map  of  Charlestown,  1818. 

Carried  at  the  Battle  of  Lake  Champlain. 

Ship  "  Constitution."  Pollard  pmx.  1846. 
[Mr.  Stevens  was  Captain  Percival's  clerk, 
when  the  "  Constitution  "  sailed  round  the 
world.] 

Private  signals  of  the  Boston  marine  service 
about  1830.  Lith.  by  Cramer  &  Co. 
Pub'r,  John  T.  Smith. 

Two  medallions  from  old  bottles,  marked  C. 
Apthorp,  1751,  R.  Temple,  1767;  found  at 
Ten  Hills,  Somerville. 

Subscription  paper.  Original  subscribers  to 
the  Boston  Corn  Exchange,  1839. 

Miniature  portrait  of  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Buck- 
minster. 

Fifteen  designs  of  interior  of  King's  Chapel, 
Nichols  House,  Essex  House,  and  Phillips' 
and  Forrester's  Houses,  Salem ;  Trinity 
Church,  Newport;  Waitt  House,  Barn- 
stable, etc. 

Old  Theatre  programmes. 

Ticket  and  Order  of  Excursion  at  the  la}ing 
of  the  corner  stone  of  Minot's  Ledge  light 
house,  October  2,  1858. 

Agreement  drawn  by  Charles  Dickens  as  Sec. 
of  an  Association  on  the  Steamer  Britannia, 
on  her  passage  from  Liverpool  to  Boston, 
Jan.  21,  1842,  formed  to  present  a  piece  of 
plate  to  Capt.  John  Hewitt. 

Two  autographs  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  1805,  and  printed  docu- 
ment signed  by  Eliot,  Laughton,  Soley  and 
T.  M.  Harris. 

Baton  carried  at  the  Kossuth  celebration, 
Boston,  1852. 

Grape  shot  picked  up  on  Breed's  or  Bunker's 
Hill. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Wheildon,  W.  W. 


Whitman,  Geo.  H. 

Winthrop,  Robt.  C. 

Wood,  Chas.  H. 
Wright  &  Co.,  J.  O. 


Wood. 


Books. 


Autogr'phs 


Wood. 
Broadside. 

Auto. 

Oil  Paint'g. 
Enff. 


Piece  of  Palmetto  wood  sent  from  Charleston, 
S.  C,  to  Concord,  Mass.,  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17, 
1775- 

Two  folio  books  of  Programmes,  etc.,  of  the 
Boston  Theatres,  1879. 

Full  page  autograph  letter,  Bishop  Cheverus, 
first    Roman  Catholic    Bishop    of  Boston, 
j       July  21,   1822. 

Signatures  of  the  nine  Physicians  of  Charles- 
town  offering  their  gratuitous  services  "  to 
the   families   of  those   who  have  gone,  or 
I       may  go  in  their  country's  service,  April  22, 
I       1861." 

Letter  from  the  Lady  Superior  of  the  Ursu- 
line  Convent,  Charlestown,  after  the  burn- 
ing of  the  same,  Nov.  5,  1834. 

Letter  from  Francis  Tukey,  City  Marshal, 
Aug.  I,  1850. 

Marshal's  baton,  carried  at  the  celebration  of 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1875. 

Sonnet  for  the  14th  of  October,  1793.  Ode 
and  music,  by  Hans  Gramm,  organist  of 
the  Brattle  Sq.  Church,  at  the  funeral  of 
Gov.  John  Hancock. 

Deposition,  "  Taken  upon  oathe  the  8th  of 
the  6th  mo.,  1639,  before  John  Winthrop, 
Gov'r."' 

State  Street,  1824;  showing  the  north  side. 

Portrait  of  Col.  Isaac  Barre.  Born  in  Dublin, 
1724.  died  in  London,  1802.  After  painting 
by  G.  Stuart.     Etig.,  Hall. 


LOANS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTION,   1887. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Adams,  Wm.  H. 
Ager,  Geo.  B. 


Burrage,  W.  C. 


Oil  Paint'ng 
Deed. 


((                 << 

Covenant. 

(<                 <( 

Paper. 

It                 (( 

Photo. 

.. 

Receipt. 

Allan,  Geo.  W. 

Silhouette. 

It             ii 

Commiss'n. 

Bradlee,  F.  H. 

Oil  Painting. 

Bryant,  G.  F.  J. 

Autograph. 

Parchment. 


Gold. 


EarthenwVe 


Shop  of  Wm.  Adams  &  Co.,  corner  of  Cross 
and  Fulton  Sts.,  1830. 

Deed  of  Gov.  Hancock's  pasture,  where  the 
State  House  now  stands ;  signed  Dorothy 
Hancock;  dated,  April  27,  1795. 

Deed  of  "  a  room  or  cellar  under  the  stairs, 
at  the  east  end  of  the  Town  House,"  now 
the  Old  State  House  ;  signed,  Mary  Lake, 
Nov.  30,  1677. 

Deed  by  James  Barnes,  Jeremiah  Allen, 
Temperance  Barnes  and  Mary  Allen  of 
land,  wharves,  etc.,  in  Boston,  Oct,  31, 
1706. 

Covenant  of  Joshua  Child,  of  Muddy  River, 
[now  Brookline,]  to  keep  in  repair  the 
highway  to  Roxbury  for  20  years. 

Covenant  in  regard  to  building  a  dock,  Oct. 
16,  1675. 

Aug.  Addison  Gould,  M.  D.,  died  Sept.  15, 
1866,  age  61  yrs. 

Receipt  of  David  Jeffries,  first  Town  Treas. 
of  Boston. 

Francis  Rotch,  1773,  owner  of  the  tea  ships 
visited  by  the  "Tea  Party;"  by  Miers, 
of  London. 

To  John  Crane,  J.  P.,  July  12,  1790;  signed 
John  Hancock. 

Two  pictures  of  .Ship  "  Spermo,"  trying  out 
whales  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  1822. 

Letter  of  Wm.  Bant,  Sec'y  to  John  Hancock, 
written  to  him  at  Philadelphia,  June  10, 
1776,  concerning  the  stage  coach  journey 
of  Dorothy  Ouincy  and  Mr.  Bant,  on  the 
way  to  Philadelphia  from  Boston. 

Medal,  with  seal  of  Bostonian  Society,  worn 
by  the  Secretary  at  the  Centennial  Cele- 
bration in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  17,  1887. 

Pilgrim  pitcher,  blue,  largest  size. 

Very  large  silver  lustre  pitcher. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Burrage,  W.  C. 


Chenery  &  Co. 
Clark,  Chas.  E. 
Clarke,  W.  B. 


Cleaves,  J.  E. 
Colburn,  Jeremiah 


Creighton,  G.  H. 
Crosby,  Samuel  T. 


EarthVare 


Dagu'type. 
Earth' ware 


Copperpl'te 
Eng. 

Composit'n 
Silk. 

Progrmme 

Engraving. 

Broadside. 

Copperpl'te 
Autograj^h . 

Lith. 

Silk. 
Commiss'n 


Plain  copper  lustre  pitcher. 

Perfect  copper  lustre  plate.  (Lustre  plates 
are  extremely  rare.) 

Ancient  blue  bowl,  State  House,  etc. 

Daniel  Webster. 

Liver])ool  pitcher,  cream  and  copper  lustre  ; 
"Constitution  taking  the  Cyane  and 
Levant  ;"  on  the  reverse,  "The  Wasp 
boarding  the  Frolic."  Copied  from  Abel 
Bowen's  plate  in  "Naval  Monuments," 
1816. 

Two  colored  engravings  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  from  their  water  fronts,  17 — . 

Admiral  Vernon  medal ;  Battle  of  Porto- 
Bello,  Nov.  2,  1739. 

Badge  worn  in  the  Centennial  parade  of 
the  Independent  Corps  of  Cadets,  Salem, 
Oct.  8th,  1885  ;  also  Menu  and  order  of 
exercises. 

Independent  Corps  of  Cadets,  Senegambian 
Minstrels.  May  9,  1884,  Tremont  Tem- 
ple, Boston. 

Washington  Allegorical  Monument,  with 
figures;  engraved  by  G.  T.  Clark,  1801. 

The  Cokunbian  Museum,  head  of  Mall,  with 
description  of  contents. 

Ticket  of  admission  to  above. 

Lease  of  the  Boston  Theatre  to  Snelling 
Powell,  John  Bernard,  James  A.  Dick- 
son, Managers,  Mar.  27,  1806.  Signed 
by  Gen.  H.  Jackson,  Simon  Eliot,  Sam'l 
Danforth,  and  Sam'l  Smith,  Trustees. 

Corn  Exchange,  with  key,  instituted  1855. 
Drawn  by  G.  H.  Creighton.  J.  H.  Dan- 
iels, Lith. 

Washington  Handkerchief,  made  about  1800, 
in  commemoration  of  him. 

Issued  to  Benj.  Lincoln,  Nov.  10,  1790, 
signed  Geo.  Washington. 

Oath  of  ofifice  of  Benjamin  Lincoln  as  Maj. 

Gen. ;  "  Sworn  before  me,  Aug.  24,  1778, 

G.  Washington." 

To  Maj.  Gen.  Benj.  Lincoln,  Baltimore,  Feb. 

19,  1777,  signed  John  Hancock,  President. 

On  parchment  to  Benj.  Lincoln,  Maj.  Gen., 
signed  Elias  Boudinot,  President,  (with 
the  U.  S.  Seal,)  Oct.  10,  1783. 

On  parchment,  to  Benj.  Lincoln,  Maj. Gen- 
eral, April  3,  1786,  signed  James  Bowdoin, 
with  seal.     John  N.  Avery,  Jr.,  Secy. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Crosby,  Samuel  T 


Fisher,  Horace  N. 
Gilman,  Francis  B. 


Commiss'n 


Ins.  Policy. 


Compo'tion 

Paper. 

Broadsides 


Grundmann,  Otto  Crayon 


Hammond,  Geo.  VV.    i  Silver. 


By  the  Colony  of  Mass.  Bay  to  the  same  offi- 
cer, as  Brigadier  Gen.  of  all  the  regiments 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk  ;  signed  W.  Sever, 
Caleb  Gushing.  J.  Winthrop,  T.  Gushing, 
Moses  Gill  and  ten  others  of  the  Council. 

To  same  as  Maj.  General  to  command  the 
Militia,  to  be  raised  to  reinforce  the  army 
at  New  York;  Watertown,  Sept.  i6,  1776, 
signed  J.  Bovvdoin,  J.  Powell,  D.  Sewell, 
and  14  others  of  the  Council.  John  Avery, 
Dep.  Secy. 

To  same,  by  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Gover- 
nor, May  nth,  1771,  to  be  2d  Maj.  of  3d 
Reg.  of  Militia,  whereof  Josiah  Quincy, 
Esq.  is  Colonel. 

Two  to  Col.  Benj.  Lincoln,  father  of  the 
above,  Maj.  Gen.,  Jan.  6th,  1732,  and 
Sept.  II,  1737,  J.  Belcher,  Gov. 

Same  by  Governor  Francis  Bernard,  June 
3,  1763- 

Same,  two  by  Gov.  Wm.  Shirley,  July  23, 
1749,  and  May  15,  1742. 

To  Wm.  Brown,  Maj.  of  the  Continental 
Regiment  in  South  Carolina,  signed  by 
John  Hancock,  Sept.  16,  1776. 

On  life  of  General  Lincoln.  Taken  by  five 
different  Boston  Underwriters,  before  any 
companies  were  incorporated,  for  one 
thousand  pounds,  Dec.  21,  1790;  signed 
John  Coffin  Jones,  Joseph  Russell,  Caleb 
Hopkins,  Thomas  Dickson,  Daniel  Sar- 
gent, Dec.  21,  1790. 

Model  of  Bunker  Hill,  1775. 

Map  of  Bunker  Hill,  1775. 

Funeral  Exercises  and  programme  at  the 
commemoration  of  the  death  of  Washing- 
ton, at  the  Old  South  Church,  Jan.  6, 
1800. 

Portrait  of  General  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  born 
June  13,  1832  ;  died  Keene,  N.  H.,  March 
24,  1887.* 

Knife  once  owned  by  Charles  Sumner. 

Spoon  once  belonging  to  Maj.  Thos.  Ham- 
mond, 1 7 13. 

Spoon  once  belonging  to  Col.  Benj.  Ham- 
mond, 1775. 

Spoon  once  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Ham- 
mond, Jr.,  17 II. 

English  Half  Crown  stamped  in  the  mint  by 
Elizabeth  Cason,  afterwards  wife  of  Nath- 
aniel Hammond,  (time  of  King  James.) 


*  First  President  of  tlii  Boston  Antiquarian  Club,  tlie  predecessor  of  the  Bostonian  Society. 
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Hassam,  Fred.  F. 
Hyde  Park. 


Hatch,  Frank  E. 


King's  Chapel, 

Warden  &  Vestry  of 

Lincoln,  F.  W. 


Lesly,  Mrs.  J.  W. 

Lith. 

Newcomb,  W.  J. 

Brass. 

Nichols,  F.  L. 

Musket 

Otis,  Wm.  C. 

Marble 

Gold. 

2  Daguerre- 
otypes. 
Gold,  etc. 

Tickets. 


Lith. 
Paper. 

Autograph. 


Satin. 
Paper. 
Iron. 
Gold. 

Paintings. 
Books. 


DESCRIPTION. 

Watch,  once  belonging  to   Governor  John 

Hancock. 
Portraits   of   Junius  Brutus  Booth ;    one  in 

character  as  "  Sir  Giles  Overreach." 
Daniel    Webster's    gold    match    box,    dog 

whistle,  and  fishing  knife. 
Four  Cards  of  admission  to  Tremont  Theatre, 

one  signed  Snelling  Powell. 

Jenny  Lind  Concert,  Tremont  Temple,  June 
23,  1851. 

First  Bill  of  Fare,  Tremont  House,  Oct.  16, 
1829.     Pendleton,  Lith. 

First  Bill  of  Fare,  Parker  House,  Oct.  8, 
1855. 

Bill  for  saddles  and  bridles  furnished  the 
Continental  Congress  at  Phil.,  Dec.  12, 
1776  ;  endorsed,  "  Paid  the  above  to  Theo- 
dore Barren,  at  my  house  in  Phila.,  April 
23,  ^777,  to  be  charged  to  the  publick 
stables  for  use  of  expresses.  J.  H."  [John 
Hancock.] 

Piece  of  the  wedding  dress  of  Dorothy 
Quincy,  and  her  white  satin  slippers. 

Programmes,  lottery  tickets,  (Harvard  Col- 
lege,) seals,  theatre  bills,  etc.,  etc. 

Pitchfork,  formerly  used  by  Thomas  and 
John  Hancock. 

Medal  of  the  Massachusetts  Humane  Society, 
awarded  to  Geo.  W.  Rossiter,  of  the  ship 
"  New  World,"  for  rescuing  many  of  the 
crew  of  the  ship  "Ocean  Monarch,'^ 
burned  at  sea,  Aug.  24,  1848. 

The  Arms  of  fourteen  Colonial  Governors- 
and  early  Boston  families ;  painted  by 
Savory  on  canvas. 

Two  books  containing  a  great  number  of 
autographs,  subscribers  to  the  Mechanics 
Apprentices' Library,  1820;  then  kept  in 
the  Old  State  House. 

Ancient  view  of  Boston,  (about  1805.)  B. 
de  Woeseri.  fecit. 

Ancient  Dutch  spectacle  box,  marked  1497, 
with  Dutch  legend  and  a  perpetual  Alma- 
nac. 

Flint  lock  musket,  carried  by  Wm.  Watson, 
through  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Bust  of  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton, 1829-31.     S.  V.  Clevenger,  sculp. 

The  Greek  Slave,  Powers,  scitlp.  [These 
were  formerly  in  the  H.  G.  Otis  mansion.} 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Phipps,  Mrs.  A.  M. 


Phipps,  Mrs.  A.  M. 


Putnam,  Chas. 
Salem. 

Prince,  John  T. 

Riddle,  C.  L.,  and  the 

Misses  Riddle. 
Russell,  Samuel  H. 


Salisbury,  D.  W. 
Towne,  L.  C.  I. 
Tenney,  Mrs.  E.  A. 

Winslow,  Erving. 


Oil  Painti's: 


Miniature. 


Books. 
Wood  Eng. 

Wood. 

Iron&  Brass 
Silver. 

Crayon. 

Mezzo. 


Col.  Mezzo. 

Silhouettes 

Gold. 
Silver. 
Clock. 

Oil  PaintV. 


Portrait  of  Daniel  Bowen,  who  kept  the 
Columbian  Museum,  1812;  Joseph  Kyle, 
piiix. 

Painting  on  ivory  of  Abel  Bowen,  the  engra- 
ver.* 

Painting  on  ivory  of  Abel  BowenV  wife, 
Eliza  Healy ;  supposed  to  be  by  Doyle.  * 

Three  diaries  of  Daniel  Bowen,  1794-1803. 

Indian.  A  woodcut  by  A.  Bowen,  engr. 
Alice  M.  Phipps,  del. 

Pair  of  carved  bellows,  with  the  American 
eagle,  etc.,  carved  by  Macintire. 

Pair  of  andirons,  fender,  tongs,  shovel,  etc. 

Franklin  Medal,  awarded  Wm.  Prince  in 
1814. 

Portrait  of  Paul  Revere,  by  an  unknown 
French  officer,  drawn  about  iSoi.f 

Portrait  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Walter,  after  N. 
Brown,  by  C.  D.  Hodges.  [The  Rev. 
William  Walter.  S.  T.  D.,  was  the  first 
"  assistant  minister  on  the  Greene  Found- 
ation '■  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  and 
officiated  as  such  from  Easter,  1764;  in- 
ducted Rector,  April  14,  1768;  sailed  for 
Halifax  with  the  Loyalists  in  1776,  but 
returned  to  Boston  in  1792  and  became 
Rector  of  Christ  Church.  He  died  Dec.  5, 
1800.] 

Serjeant  Glyn,  John  Wilkes,  Esq.,  Rev.  John 
Home.     Richard  Houston,  Engr.,  1769. 

Portraits  of  John  L.  Hammond  and  Sarah 
Hammond;  cut  by  W.  M.  S.  Doyle. 

Knee  buckle,  worn  by  General  Hancock. 

Town  of  Boston,  Medal,  1822, 

Dwarf  Clock  made  by  Aaron  Willard,  given 
by  Governor  Sullivan  to  his  son,  from 
whom  it  descended  to  the  present  owner. 

Portrait  of  Wm.  Sparhawk,  "The  second 
Sir  Wm.  Pepperell."  Born  1736,  died 
1816. 

Portrait  of  Andrew  Pepperell,  son  of  Sir 
Wm.  Pepperell.  Born  Jan.  24,  1726,  died 
Mar.  I,  175 1. 


*  See  Frontispiece  to  Collections,  No.  II,  Abe!  Bowen. 
t  See  Frontispiece  of  this  pamphlet. 


OFFICERS     FOR     1888. 


President. 
CURTIS    GUILD. 


Directors. 


Curtis  Guild. 
John  T.  Hassam. 
Samuel  H.  Russell. 
Hamilton  A.  Hill. 


Thomas  C.  Amory. 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish. 
Wm.  Wilkins  Warren. 
John  Lathrop. 
Geo.  O.  Carpenter. 


Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
Wm.  Clarence  Burrage. 


Committee  on  the  Rooms. 


Samuel  H.  Russell. 
Richard  Briggs. 


John  Lathrop. 
Geo.  O.  Carpenter. 


Levi  L.  Willcutt. 


Committee  o?i  Printing. 
Hamilton  A.  Hill.  I  John  T.  Hassam. 

The  Clerk. 


Hamilton  A.  Hill. 


Committee  on  Papers. 

I  James  F.  Hunnewell. 

Edward  G.  Porter. 


Committee  on  Membership, 
Geo.  O.  Carpenter.  i  Jeremiah  Colburn. 

Wm.  Wilkins  Warren.  |  Edwin  F.  Waters. 

L.  Foster  Morse. 


J.  L.  Whitney. 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 
Wm.  C.  Winslow. 


Committee  on  the  Library. 

H.  p.  Curtis. 
Chas.  E.  Clark. 
The  Clerk,  ex  officio. 


Auditors. 
Samuel  H.  Russell.  |  A.  C.  Fearing. 

The  President,  ex  officio. 
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LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Adams,  Charles  F. 
Ames,  Oliver 
Amory,  Frederick 
Andrews,  Frank  W. 
Angell,  Henry  C. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  William  S. 
Austin,  James  W. 
Ayer,  James  B. 
Bailey,  Joseph  T. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Bigelovv,  George  B. 
Blake,  Clarence  J. 
Blake,  Stanton 
Bodfish,  Joshua  P. 
Bradford,  Martin  L. 
Bradford,  William  B. 
*Bradlee,  J.  Putnam 
Brewer,  William  D. 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Browne,  Edward  I. 
Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Candler,  J.  W. 
Carpenter,  George  O. 
Center,  J.  H. 
Chapin,  Nahum 
Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Stephen 
Chase,  Theodore 
Clark,  C.  E. 
Clay,  Thomas  H. 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Converse,  Elisha  S. 


Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W. 

Curtis,  Caleb  A. 

Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 

Cutter,  Benjamin  F. 

Davis,  J.  Alba 

Davis,  William  Henry 

Dean,  John  Ward 

Deblois,  Stephen  Grant 

*Dapee,  James  A. 

Dwight,  Edmund 

Eaton,  Walter  D. 

Edes,  Henry  H. 

Eliot,  Samuel 

Emery,  Francis  F. 

Estes,  Dana 

Fabyan,  George  F. 

Fay,  Joseph  S. 

Fenno,  J.  Brooks 

Ferris,  Mortimer  C. 

Fogg,  John  S.  H. 

Foster,  John 

French,  Frederick  W. 

French,  Jonathan 

Fuller,  Henry  H. 

Gould,  Benj.  Apthorp 

Green,  Samuel  Abbott 

Guild,  Curtis 

Guild,  Curtis,  Jr. 

Haigh,  John 

Hall,  Thomas  B. 

Hapgood,  Warren 

Hart,  William  T. 

Hartt,  John  F. 

Hassam,  John  Tyler 

Head,  Charles 

Hemenway,  Alfred 


Deceased. 
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Henshaw,  Samuel 
Hill,  Hamilton  Andrews 
Hill.  Henry  E. 
*Homans,  Charles  Dudley 
Homans,  George  H. 
James,  George  Abbott 
Jenks,  Henry  Fitch 
Jones,  Daniel 
Kennard,  .VTartin  Parry 
Kennedy,  George  G. 
Ladd,  Nathaniel  VV. 
Lamb,  George 
Lambert.  Thomas  R. 
Lane,  Jonathan  A. 
Lawrence,  Amory  A. 
*Lawrence,  Amos  A. 
Little,  George  W. 
Loring,  William  Caleb 
Low,  G.  D. 
Macdonald,  Edward 
Mack,  Thomas 
Manning,  Francis  H. 
Marshall,  J.  F.  B. 
Marvin,  William  T.  R. 
Minns,  Thomas 
Minot,  William,  Jr. 
Moore,  Frederick  H. 
Moore,  George  H. 

Morse,  L.  Foster 

Moseley,  Alexander 

Nichols,  Arthur  H. 
Norcross,  Grenville  H. 

Norwell,  Henry 

O'Brien,  Hugh  (Hon.  Mem.) 

Paige,  John  C. 

Palfrey,  F.  W. 

Parker,  Charles  W. 

Payne,  J.  H. 

Peabody,  Charles  B. 

*Perkins,  William 

Perry,  Charles  F. 

Pfaff,  Jacob 

Pierce,  N.  W. 

Piper,  William  T. 

Porter,  Edward  G. 

Pratt,  Laban 


Quincy,  George  Henry 
*Ouincy,  Samuel  Miller 
Richards,  Henry  C. 
Richardson,  B.  Heber 
Richardson,  Spencer  W. 
Ripley,  George 
Ross,  Alphonso 
Rotch,  William 
Russell,  Samuel  H. 
Rust,  Nathaniel  J. 
Sears,  J.  Montgomery 
Shaw,  Henry  Southworth 
Shaw,  Henry  Southworth,  Jr. 
Slafter,  Edmund  F. 
Slater,  Andrew  C. 
Stanwood,  James  Rindge 
Stetson,  Amos  W. 
Stone,  Charles  W. 
Storey,  Joseph  C. 
Suter,  Hales  W. 
Thacher,  Henry  C. 
*Thorndike,  George  Quincy 
Tucker,  James  C. 
Turner,  Alfred  R. 
Turner,  Job  A. 
Upton,  George  B. 
Ward,  Francis  Jackson 
Warren,  William  Wilkins 
Waters,  Edwin  F. 
Weld,  Otis  Everett 
Wheelwright,  Andrew  C. 
White,  J.  Gardner 
Whitmore,  Charles  J. 
*Whitmore,  Charles  O. 
Whitney,  Henry  Austin 
Whitney,  James  L. 
Willcutt,  Levi  L. 
Williams,  Edward  H. 
Williams,  Henry  W. 
Winslow,  William  C. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Jr. 
Winthrop,  Robert  Mason 
Woodbury.  James  P. 
Woodman,  Cyrus 
Wooley,  William 
Woolson,  James  A. 
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Andrew,  John  F. 
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*Appleton,  Thomas  Gold 
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Baldwin,  William  H. 
Ballister,  Joseph  F. 
Barbour,  John  N. 
Barnes,  Amos 
Beal,  James  H. 
Beal,  Leander 
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Beebe,  J.  Arthur 
Bemis,  Francis  T. 
Benedict,  Washington  G. 
Bennett,  Edmund  H. 
Bent,  S.  Arthur 
*Bigelow,  Abraham  O. 
*Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  Samuel  A. 
Billings,  Robert  C. 


Bird,  Lewis  Jones 

Bishop,  Robert  R. 

Blakemore,  John  E. 

Blaney,  Henry 

Blasland,  Edward  B. 

Bolles,  Matthew 

Bouv6,  Thomas  T. 

Bowditch,  Charles  P. 

Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll 

Bowditch,  Vincent  Y. 

Bowdlear,  William  A. 

Bradford,  George 

Bradish,  Frank  E. 

Bradlee,  Caleb  D. 

Bradlee,  John  T. 

Braman,  G.  T.  W. 

Bremer,  John  L. 

Brewer,  Cyrus 

Brewer,  James  P. 
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Brimmer,  Martin 
Brooks,  Francis 
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Brooks,  Phillips 
Brown,  Alfred  S. 
Brown,  Atherton  T. 
Brown,  Buckminster 
Brown,  Francis  H. 
Brown,  Samuel  N. 
Browne,  C.  Allen 
Browne,  T.  Quincy 
Bryant,  Gridley  J.  F. 
Buffum,  Charles 
Buffum,  Edgar 
Bullens,  George  S. 
Burdett,  Horatio  S. 
Burge,  Lorenzo 
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♦Burgess,  James  Marsh 
Burnham,  T.  O.  H.  P. 
Burrage,  Alvah  A. 
Bush,  J.  Foster 
Butler,  Sigourney 
Calef,  Benjamin  F. 
Canclage,  R.  G.  F. 
Carpenter,  Frank  O. 
Carpenter,  Frederick  B. 
Carr,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Carruth,  Charles 
Carter,  Charles  M. 
Carter,  John  W. 
Case,  James  B. 
Chamberlain,  Mellen 
Chandler,  Francis  W. 
Chandler,  Horace  Parker 
Child,  Addison 

♦Child,  Dudley  Richards 

Childe,  John  Heally 

Clapp,  Channing 

Clapp,  Charles  M. 

*Clapp,  Otis 
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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO  PROMOTE    THE   STUDY   OF    THE  HISTORY  OF  BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 


B  Y  -  L  A  V/  S  . 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their 
power,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift, 
loan  or  purchase,  books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such 
other  suitable  means,  as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons, 
either  resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been 
proposed  and  accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting 
by  the  Directors,  be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY   AND    CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings 
of  the  Society,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION    FEE   AND    ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission,. 
and  five  dollars  each  first  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes  ;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect 
to  pay  his  admission  fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after 
the  same  is  due,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any 
time  when  the  Directors  shall  so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  any  one  year 
by  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of 
the  Society ;  life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  annual  members.  The 
money  received  for  such  life  memberships  shall  constitute  a  fund,  of 
which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together  with  the  annual  in- 
come, shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  every  month,  excepting  July,  August,  and  September,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meet- 
ings shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business. 
All  Committees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President, 
a  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and 
shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from 
their  number  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same 
person. 
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VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk 
or  Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a 
Clerk //•(?  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  a  list  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these 
officers,  a  President /;v  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 


XL 

DUTIES     OF     THE     CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an 
exact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and 
place  on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  maybe  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 
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XII. 


DUTIES     OF     TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and 
pay  all  bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a 
book  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 


XIII. 


DUTIES     AND     POWERS     OF     DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and 
executive  business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures 
of  money  ;  fix  all  salaries ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act 
upon  all  resignations  and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that 
the  By-Laws  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required 
in  the  premises. 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list 
to  be  returned  to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
and  certify  to  its  correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-com- 
mittees as  they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they 
shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer /r^  tempore  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 
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XIV. 

MEETINGS     OF     DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President ;  special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  they  may  appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE     COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
two  Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures 
of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING     COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
four  standing  committees  as  follows  :  — 

Committee   on    the   Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be 
members  ex  officio,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Rooms,  (except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,)  offered  as  gifts  or  loans ;  the  hanging  of 
pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

Committee   on   Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read, 
or  other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 
Society. 
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Committee  on    Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information 
in  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  mem- 
bership. 

Committee   on    the   Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Library,  including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manu- 
scripts and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts 
or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies,  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during 
their  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVII. 

AMENDMENTS     TO     BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meet- 
ing, by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
They  may  also  be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting, 
provided  notice  of  the  same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting 
issued  by  the  Clerk  and  sent  to  every  member. 
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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


EIGHTH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society  was 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1889,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President, 
Mr.  Curtis  Guild,  in  the  chair.  The  records  of  the  last  meet- 
ing were  read  and  approved.  After  the  election  of  new  mem- 
bers, the  President  addressed  the  Society  as  follows  :  — 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Members  : 

It  is  my  pleasant  duty  once  more  at  an  annual  meeting  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  good  work  which  you  have  done 
thus  far  in  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  this  Society  was 
formed,  and  to  urge  upon  you  to  continue  that  work  with  in- 
creased vigor  and  activity. 

Nine  years  of  existence  have  made  this  Society  and  its 
objects  fairly  well  known,  although  not  to  that  extent  that  we 
could  wish  and  not  to  that  advantage  that  we  should  desire. 
In  the  mad  rush  for  wealth,  in  the  struggle  for  advancement 
and  success,  any  project  or  enterprise  that  partakes  in  any 
degree  of  a  sentimental  character  is  apt  to  be  ignored,  thrust 
aside,  or  met  with  the  significant  and  utilitarian  question  of 
to-day,  "  Does  it  pay  .^ " 

The  ordinary  citizen  of  to-day  can  satisfy  himself  upon  that 
question  as  regards  this  Society  with  but  little  difficulty,  if  he 
will  take  the  trouble  to  investigate  its  character  and  its 
works.  An  institution  that  gives  its  time  and  attention, 
through  well  qualified  experts,  to  the  preservation  of  the  early 
history  of  this  city,  keeping  the  record  of  the  past  from  muti- 


lation  and  destruction  and  that  of  the  present  from  error,  may 
certainly  be  credited  with  performing  a  public  duty. 

More  and  more,  as  our  country  gains  in  age  and  importance, 
there  is  impressed  upon  all  the  imperative  necessity  of  guard- 
ing well  the  records  of  the  past,  and  the  preserving  of  certain 
visible  historic  mementoes  to  which  time  gives  an  inestimable 
value  and  for  which  students  and  patriots  are  alike  profoundly 
grateful. 

HISTORIC    SPOTS. 

We  here  in  Boston  stand  upon  the  very  spot,  behold  the 
very  buildings  sacred  in  the  early  history  of  the  country  : — 
Copps  Hill,  the  burial  place  of  the  Mathers,  and  from  whence 
thundered  the  British  batteries  upon  the  weak  redoubts  of 
Prescott's  patriot  soldiery ;  Bunker  Hill,  whose  granite  shaft 
of  to-day  rises  to  remind  us  how  lofty  and  enduring  are 
the  deeds  of  those  who  for  liberty  lay  their  lives  upon  their 
country's  altar ;  that  glorious  trinity  of  historic  buildings,  the 
Old  State  House,  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Old  South,  whose 
walls  have  rung  with  the  voices  of  those  patriots  whose  names 
stand  first  upon  our  country's  roll  of  honor ;  the  old  North, 
from  whose  steeple  flashed  the  signal  light  that  started  Paul 
Revere  on  his  midnight  ride  ;  the  Granary  Burial  ground, 
where  sleep  Hancock,  Adams,  Bowdoin,  the  parents  of 
Franklin,  and  other  old  Bostonians,  as  well  as  those  who  fell 
before  British  musketry  in  State  Street ;  historic  old  King's 
Chapel,  where  royal  Governors  of  Massachusetts  worshipped, 
and  in  which  the  first  service  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston 
by  the  British  was  the  funeral  of  General  Joseph  Warren, 
whose  body  was  brought  from  Bunker  Hill  ;  Boston  Common, 
Washington  Heights,  the  site  of  the  Green  Dragon  Tavern 
and  the  Bunch  of  Grapes ;  the  scene  of  the  Boston  Massacre, 
marked  through  the  efforts  of  this  Society  in  the  granite  pave- 
ments of  historic  State  Street.  Around  all  these  hangs  the 
halo  of  history ;  they  are  the  visible  mementoes  of  the  past ; 
they  serve  to  strengthen  our  reverence  for  noble  deeds,  to 
keep  alive  true  patriotism,  local  and  national  pride,  which 
contributes  to  the  strength  and  preservation  of  the  Republic. 

And  are  we  told  that  it  is  mere  sentiment  to  regard  them 
in  any  different  light  than  useless  piles  of  old  building  material, 


waste  land  and  ordinary  thoroughfares  ;  that  they  will  take 
care  of  themselves  and  their  historic  records  be  preserved 
without  effort  ?  We  need  look  back  but  a  very  brief  period 
to  recall  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting historic  old  edifices  of  Boston,  the  attempts  made  upon 
this  building  (the  Old  State  House)  and  others  that  can  be 
spared  without  detriment  to  business,  the  vandalistic  attempts 
to  sacrifice  a  large  portion  of  Boston  Common  to  private 
greed, — to  show  the  necessity  of  an  organization  like  the 
Bostonian  Society,  that  shall  at  least  stay  the  spoiler  until  a 
full  and  fair  discussion  shall  be  had,  and  the  real  will  of  the 
people  expressed. 

PRESERVATION    OF    HISTORIC    MATERIAL. 

The  complaint  of  all  historians,  in  consulting  records  of  the 
past  for  material  for  the  instruction  of  readers  of  the  present 
day,  is  the  regret  that  so  much  important  historical  material 
has  been  lost  or  destroyed  through  neglect  and  carelessness — 
material  that  would  establish  or  destroy  much  that  is  now 
mere  theory,  or  that  must  be  taken  on  mere  inference  from 
the  character  of  the  men  of  the  age  or  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

It  is  difficult  for  any  of  us  to  realize  that  we  are  making 
history  every  day  ;  but  we  may  easily  see  what  errors  relative 
to  present  and  past  history  are  likely  to  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  when  we  find  some  of  our  great  leading  publications 
of  the  present  time  naming  as  the  architects  of  some  of 
the  most  noted  structures  in  the  city,  those  who  had  no  hand 
either  in  their  design  or  construction,  and  publishing  the 
names  of  great  benefactors  or  others  notable  in  great  works  in 
Boston,  in  such  faulty  style  as  to  incur  the  risk  that  the  real 
actors  may  be  lost  sight  of  by  coming  generations. 

Errors  like  these,  of  apparently  slight  importance  to-day, 
may  become  to  the  student  and  historian  of  an  hundred  years 
hence  a  source  of  infinite  perplexity. 

HISTORIC    BOSTON. 

The  Society  in  addressing  itself  to  its  object  of  promoting 
the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  deems  it  in  the  highest  de- 
gree proper  that,  so  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  the  history  shall 


be  correct ;  a  record  as  far  as  possible  of  indisputable  facts, 
emphasized  by  visible  mementoes,  antiquities  and  historic 
relics,  such  as  are  not  only  especially  interesting  to  antiquarians 
but  to  every  student  of  American  history, — in  fact  to  every 
citizen  of  this  country  whose  mind  is  stirred  by  the  acts  and 
events  that  led  to  the  establishment  of  this  Republic,  or  by 
the  objects  that  figured  amid  those  acts  and  events. 

In  the  history  of  our  patriots  and  great  men  in  every  walk 
of  life,  it  is  our  effort  to  present  to  the  present  generation 
their  generous  deeds,  their  sacrifices  and  sufferings ;  and 
while  calmly  analyzing  the  object  of  their  efforts  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  to  hold  up  such  points  of 
character  as  are  worthy  of  imitation.  The  record  of  those 
whose  mercantile  career  has  contributed  to  build  up  this  city 
as  a  great  commercial  metropolis  should  be  preserved  in  the 
chapters  of  Boston's  history,  and  among  its  brightest  pages 
should  be  placed  the  chronicle  of  the  many  illustrious  Boston 
men  whose  career  in  the  mechanical  arts  has  made  the  name 
of  the  Boston  mechanic  synonymous  with  faithfulness,  re- 
liability and  honor.  Boston  mechanics  have  successfully  com- 
peted with  Boston  merchants  for  the  highest  honors  that 
could  be  bestowed  by  her  fellow  citizens,  and  their  record 
from  early  colonial  times  down  to  the  present  day  is  one 
reflecting  credit  alike  upon  themselves  and  this  city. 

There  is  a  spirit  of  investigation  to-day  that  seeks  for  an 
origin  of  results.  That  spirit  does  not  hesitate  to  push  back 
its  researches  to  the  somewhat  romantic  and  mystical  early 
histories  of  Egypt,  Greece  and  Rome,  and  allowing  that 
course  to  be  of  service  to  the  student  and  scholar  in  certain 
branches  of  study,  it  certainly  would  seem  eminently  proper 
that  the  busiest  merchant  or  the  most  ordinary  scholar  of 
to-day  should  as  a  matter  of  duty  be  familiar  with  the  history 
and  development  of  the  city  of  his  birth  or  chosen  residence. 

THE    society's    WORK. 

This  need  not  be  urged  by  lengthened  argument  ;  there 
are  sufficient  numbers  of  thoughtful  people  who  acknowledge 
its  self-evident  truth.  We  only  need  to  ask  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  bustle,  hurry  and  multiplicity  of  cares  that 


surround  business  enterprises  of  to-day  to  give  a  small  por- 
tion  of  their  attention  to  our  objects,  as  being  of  prime 
value  to  themselves. 

There  should  be  no  need  of  an  appeal  for  aid  for  a  Society- 
like  this,  whose  efforts  tend  to  increase  local  pride,  to  set 
forth  the  past  glory,  the  present  importance,  and  enhance  the 
various  attractions  that  this  city  presents  to  the  civilized 
world  —  its  commercial  advantages,  its  mercantile  honor,  the 
general  record  of  its  citizens,  past  and  present,  its  historic 
antiquities  and  monuments,  its  beautiful  suburbs.  We  aim 
to  preserve  here  in  our  historic  halls  and  library  a  valuable 
record  of  its  early  days,  as  well  as  a  complete  catalogue  of 
the  past  and  present  of  Boston.  What  student,  historian, 
merchant,  professional  man,  mechanic,  or  mere  citizen  of 
leisure  will  say  that  an  association  of  intelligent  men  working 
to  carry  out  the  above  ideas  is  not  doing  a  service  to  this 
city.  And  are  there  any  who  will  maintain  that  such  effort 
"does  not  pay  .-*  " 

The  value  of  such  effort  should  be  patent  to  the  whole 
community ;  but  time  is  necessary  to  make  the  general  public 
acquainted  with  our  objects,  and  sufficient  age  to  convince  it 
that  the  organization  is  a  permanent  and  responsible  one  that 
can  be  safely  trusted  to  carry  out  these  desirable  objects  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

We  think  we  have  now  arrived  at  an  age  to  give  assurance 
that  we  are  a  permanent  organization  :  our  collection  is  one 
of  great  value  and  importance,  it  is  visited  by  increasing 
thousands  not  only  from  all  parts  of  this  country  but  from 
foreign  lands.  Learned  societies  and  scholars  are  applicants 
to  our  library  and  manuscript  collections  for  historic  informa- 
tion that  cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere  ;  pupils  of  schools  and 
parties  of  the  rising  generation  are  brought  to  these  historic 
halls  by  teachers  and  guardians,  and  taught  an  impressive 
object  lesson  unattainable  in  any  printed  book. 

Papers  on  the  past  history  of  Boston  are  read  before  our 
regular  Society  meetings,  by  those,  who,  in  their  earlier  years 
were  active  participants,  or  by  those  just  entering  upon  their 
career  of  active  citizenship,  the  desire  being  as  before  ex- 
pressed to  make  the  Society  a  faithful  recorder  and  exempli- 
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fier  of  the  present  as  well  as  a  preserver  and  chronicler  of  the 
past.  Like  other  societies,  we  have  now,  however,  arrived 
by  successive  steps  at  a  point  where  our  very  strength  and 
position  requires  some  more  substantial  and  certain  guarantee 
of  support  than  that  of  mere  membership  fees,  which  are  not 
fully  sufficient  to  carry  forward  our  enterprise  as  it  should 
be. 

AN    APPEAL    FOR    AID. 

In  a  former  address  I  have  alluded  to  this  fact,  and  sug- 
gested the  advisability  of  raising  a  permanent  fund,  the 
income  of  which  should  be  applied  towards  paying  the  legiti- 
mate expenses  of  the  Association.  These  legitimate  expenses 
are  comparatively  small,  as  all  service  is  gratuitous  except 
that  of  the  custodians,  and  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  who  is 
now  compelled  to  give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
Association  and  its  business.  There  is  a  gradual  increase  of 
expense,  to  meet  which  we  cannot  depend  upon  the  fluctua- 
ting income  of  membership.  The  increase  of  our  library  and 
historical  collections  entail  additional  outlay.  Valuable  books 
and  pamphlets  presented  to  the  Society  need  binding,  and 
oftentimes  the  necessity  arises  for  the  purchase  of  single 
volumes  to  make  perfect  a  set  otherwise  incomplete.  A 
suitable  endowment  fund  would  place  us  in  a  position  in  which 
we  never  should  be  obliged  to  hesitate  as  now  for  lack  of 
means. 

The  continued  valuable  additions  to  the  library  are  such  as 
to  merit  especial  mention.  They  consist  mainly  of  matter 
especially  relating  to  the  history  of  Boston,  and  are  in  the 
highest  degree  important,  making  the  collection  which  we 
now  possess  of  acknowledged  value  to  antiquarian,  historian 
and  student,  who  alike  resort  to  it  for  historical  facts  often 
otherwise  unattainable. 

The  size  of  our  library  has  so  far  outgrown  the  limits 
originally  intended  for  it  that  we  look  forward  hopefully  to 
the  grant  by  the  City  of  Boston  of  increased  accommoda- 
tion here,  when  the  City  itself  shall,  upon  the  completion  of 
the  new  Court  House,  be  enabled  to  obtain  much  needed 
apartments,  the  lack  of  which  now  necessitates  its  occupying 
a  portion  of  this  building. 
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Valuable  paintings  are  often  offered  us  as  gifts  if  we  will 
frame  or  restore  them,  the  small  cost  thus  incurred  doubling 
their  value ;  but  your  Directors  do  not  feel  authorized  to  go 
beyond  their  means  in  expenditures.  In  fact,  an  extension  of 
the  useful  work  of  this  Society  the  past  year  or  two  has  been 
largely  curtailed  by  lack  of  an  independent  income  of  a  few 
hundred  dollars  beyond  that  received  from  membership. 

PERMANENT    FUND. 

As  a  practical  matter  of  business,  I  have  presented  this  fact 
in  the  last  two  addresses  I  had  the  honor  to  make  here,  and 
although  our  Society  is  perfectly  solvent  and  has  a  life  mem- 
bership of  nearly  five  thousand  dollars  to  its  credit,  I  feel 
constrained  again  to  suggest  the  immediate  necessity  of  rais- 
ing a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  applied 
to  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  institution. 

The  pertinence  of  this  suggestion  and  the  reasons  there- 
for, were  suggested  in  the  annual  address  of  1888,  and  ad- 
vocated in  speeches  made  upon  the  same  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing by  the  Hon.  Alex.  H.  Rice  and  Capt.  Nathan  Appleton. 
Beyond  obtaining  the  pledge  of  three  or  four  individuals  for 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  the  effort  was  not  pushed,  doubt- 
less owing  to  the  unwillingness  that  most  of  us  feel  to  solicit 
subscriptions  of  our  friends  for  any  cause  however  creditable. 
That  it  could  be  pushed  to  success  I  have  little  doubt  if  the 
matter  was  fairly  presented  to  those  public-spirited  and  liberal 
citizens  of  Boston  who  are  always  ready  to  respond  to  a  worthy 
object,  and  who  would  certainly  find  it  to  be  one,  in  contri- 
buting to  preserve  the  history  of  their  city,  of  its  institutions, 
of  their  ancestors  and  of  themselves.  Indeed  citizen,  member, 
resident  and  municipality  ought  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their 
local  pride  to  carry  out  this  enterprise  in  a  creditable  and  satis- 
factory manner.  However,  we  are  doing  good  work  as  far  as 
our  present  means  will  allow,  and  by  rigid  economy  your 
Directors  are  able  to  present  to  you  a  favorable  report  for  the 
past  year. 

Let  us,  therefore,  like  all  young  institutions,  go  on  with  the 
incentive  of  what  a  vast  amount  of  good  we  can  accomplish  to 
encourage  us,  with  the  approval  given  for  what  we  have  done 
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in  the  past  to  strengthen  us  and  with  the  determination  of 
what  we  mean  to  do  in  the  future  to  animate  us  in  keeping 
the  Bostonian  Society  an  institution  that  shall  continue  to  be 
an  honor  to  the  City  and  a  credit  to  the  country. 

The  Directors'  report  will  give  you  the  details  of  the 
Society's  work  for  the  past  year,  that  of  the  Treasurer  our 
financial  condition,  and  those  of  the  several  committees  what 
their  special  labors  have  accomplished. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors,  presented 
their  Annual  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Bostonian  Society:  — 

The  Directors  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Society  is  larger  than  ever  before.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  1888,  there  were  : 


Life  Members, 
Annual  Members, 


183 
670 


The  admissions  during  the  year  were  168.  The  loss  in  the 
membership  was,  by  death,  25  ;  by  resignation,  18;  dropped 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  13  ;  total  56.  The  net  gain  in  the 
membership  for  the  year  1888  was  112. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  our  historic  rooms,  who  recorded 
their  names,  was  15,770.  The  number  registered  in  the  last 
five  years  is  as  follows  : 


1884,      .    ' . 

5,637 

1885,      .... 

6,732 

ISS6,       .... 

10,636 

1887,      .... 

14,124 

1888,       .... 

15.770 

The  registered  visitors  to  the  Old  State  House  in  1888  have 
been  thus  classified  : 

From  Boston, 4>7oS 

From  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,      .         10,408 
From  Foreign  Countries,  .         .         .  654 
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The    registered   visitors   to    Faneuil    Hall    in    1888    were 

9.147- 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  half  the  visitors  to  such 

buildings  as  these  stop  to  enter  their  names ;  but  last  year 
there  was  an  exceptional  attraction  which  brought  multitudes 
to  our  rooms.  At  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  the  Directors  gave  the  use  of  the  Council 
Chamber  and  adjoining  ante-room,  during  the  interval  between 
the  April  and  May  meetings  of  the  Society,  for  the  exhibition 
to  the  public  of  the  model  and  drawings  prepared  by  Messrs. 
McKim,  Mead  &  White,  of  the  noble  building  now  in  course 
of  erection  in  Copley  Square  for  the  Public  Library.  It  is 
supposed  that  forty  thousand  people  came  to  these  rooms  to 
examine  the  model  and  plans,  and  during  the  exhibition, 
which  lasted  three  weeks,  no  attempt  was  made  to  use  the 
register. 

The  only  publication  issued  by  the  Society  in  1888,  was  the 
annual  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  at  the  January 
meeting  with  the  annual  reports.  Mr.  Alexander  S.  Porter 
gave  the  Society  for  distribution  among  the  members,  a  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  monograph  read  by  him  April  13,  1886,  en- 
titled "  Changes  of  Values  in  Real  Estate  in  Boston  the  Past 
One  Hundred  Years."  There  are  valuable  papers  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Society,  which  the  Directors  would  be  glad  to 
print,  if  they  had  funds  on  hand  for  the  purpose.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  our  income  will  soon  be  so  increased,  as  to  permit 
the  extension  of  our  work  in  this  and  other  directions. 

Besides  the  annual  meeting,  eight  monthly  meetings  were 
held,  at  which  papers  were  read,  as  follows  :  — 
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February  14:  "A  Very  Old  Corner  of  Boston,"  by  Mr. 
James  F.  Hunnewell. 

March  13  :  "  Monstrat  Viam,"  or  "The  Independent  Corps 
of  Cadets,"  by  Colonel  David  I,  Lamson. 

April  10:  "Boston  Mobs  before  the  Revolution,"  by  the 
Rev.  Andrew  P.  Peabody,  D.D. 

May  8  :  "  Early  Yachts  of  Massachusetts,  and  particularly, 
Cleopatra's  Barge,"  by  Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield. 

June  12  :  "Some  of  the  Changes  in  Business  and  Business 
Locations  in  Boston,"  by  Mr.  Richard  J.  Monks. 

October  9 :  "  Old  By-Ways  of  Boston,"  by  Mr.  John  T. 
Prince. 

November  13:"  The  Visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  Boston 
in  i860,"  by  Mr.  William  Clarence  Burrage. 

December  11  :  "Boston  as  a  Naval  Port  in  the  War  of 
181 2,"  by  Mr.  James  F.  Hunnewell. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  our  membership  in  1888  was 
large.  We  give  below  the  names  of  our  departed  associates, 
with  the  place  and  date  of  their  birth  and  death.  Could  we 
speak  at  length  of  the  personal  character  and  worth  repre- 
sented by  these  twenty-five  names,  and  of  the  influence 
exerted  and  of  the  good  accomplished  in  the  various  walks 
of  professional,  commercial  and  private  life  by  those  who 
bore  them,  the  record  would  be  most  interesting  and  sug- 
gestive. 

The  Necrology  for  1888  is  as  follows  : 

George  Washington  Little,  born  in  Newport,  R.  L,  April  10, 

1802,  died  in  Charlestown,  January  4. 
Francis  Theodore  Bemis,  born  in  Lincoln,  May  3,  1835,  died 

in  Boston,  January  24. 
John  Kimball  Rogers,  born  in  Gloucester,  January  31,  1821, 

died  in  Brookline,  January  27. 
Samuel  Washington  Clifford,  born  in  Boston,  June  22,  18 16, 

died  in  Boston,  April  3. 
Stephen  Grant  Deblois,  born  in  Boston,  August  i,  18 16,  died 

in  Boston,  April  5. 
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Isaac  Warren  Danforth,  born  in  Boston,  June  26,  1826,  died 

in  Cambridge,  April  16. 
Samuel  Dennis  Warren,  born  in  Grafton,  September  13,  18 17, 

died  in  Boston,  May  11. 
John  Carroll  Pratt,  born  in  Boston,  March  7,  181 8,  died  in 

Jamaica  Plain,  June  7. 
Ezra  Howes  Baker,  born  in  Barnstable,   September  6,  1833, 

died  in  Beverly,  June  7. 
James   Freeman   Clarke,   born  in  Hanover,   N.  H.,   April  4, 

18 10,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  June  8. 
Lemuel  Miles  Standish,  born  in  Bath,  Me.,  August  15,  1808, 

died  in  Boston,  June  8. 
Nathaniel  Knowles,  born  in  Orleans,  December  13,  1822,  died 

in  Boston,  June  8. 
Josiah   Shephard  Robinson,  born   in   New  Hampton,  N.  H., 

August  27,  1 82 1,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  June  13. 
Charles  Henry  Pratt,  born  in  Boston,  August  21,  1829,  died 

in  Chelsea,  June  20. 
Jonathan  Preston,   born  in   Beverly,  July  14,    1801,   died  in 

Boston,  July  3. 
William  Vincent  Hutchings,  born  in  Gloucester,  December  3, 

1824,  died  in  Auburndale,  July  26. 
William  Barry  Wood,  born  in  Gardner,  July  21,  1830,  died  in 

Lexington,  September  9. 
William   Charles  McClallan,  born  in  Springfield,  March  17, 

1828,  died  in  Boston,  September  15. 
John  William  Davis,  born  in  Boston,  May  11,  1807,  died  in 

Boston,  September  25. 
Royal  Macintosh  Pulsifer,  born  in  Newton,  June  2,  1843,  died 

in  Auburndale,  October  19. 
Mahlon  Day  Spaulding,  born  in  Anson,  Me.,  August  18,  1827^ 

died  in  Boston,  November  3. 
Lewis  Brooks  Bailey,  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  6, 

1 83 1,  died  in  Boston,  November  3. 
Henry  Franklin   Mills,  born  in  Boston,  February  19,   1838, 

died  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  December  7, 
Henry  Holton  Fuller,  born  in  Lowell,  February  28,  1836,  died 

in  Charlestown,  December  13. 
Oliver  Ditson,    born    in   Boston,  October  20,    181 1,  died  in, 

Boston,  December  21. 


i6 


The  Directors  regret  that  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  Thomas 
C,  Amory,  has  been  obliged  to  resign  his  office  in  consequence 
of  the  impaired  state  of  his  health.  Mr.  Amory  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  Society  from  the  beginning,  and  has  been 
one  of  its  most  active  and  useful  members.  His  associates 
have  sent  to  him  and  his  family  the  assurances  of  their 
sincere  sympathy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis  Guild 
John  T.  Hassam 
Samuel  H.  Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Wm.  Wilkins  Warren 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter 
Boston,  January  8,  1889. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Thomas  Minns  presented  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  officers  :  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  for  the  year  1889,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  names  :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer 
William  Clarence  Burrage 


For  Directors 


Curtis  Guild 
John  T.  Hassam 
Samuel  H.  Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 


Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Wm.  Wilkins  Warren 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter 


Samuel  E.  Sawyer 

A  ballot  was  then  taken,  and  the  foregoing  list  of  can- 
didates was  declared  elected. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROOMS. 

The  Society,  through  your  Committee,  have  received  during 
the  year  as  gifts  or  loans  many  valuable  and  historical  objects 
of  interest.  They  would  urge  all  persons  interested  in  the 
work  of  this  Society  to  endeavor  to  collect  and  deposit  here 
antiquities  relating  to  the  history  of  Boston,  to  instruct  and 
entertain  the  public,  in  order  that  said  articles  may  be  pre- 
served from  destruction. 

We  have  gathered  several  more  items  for  the  Hancock 
Case,  Mr.  Franklin  Hancock  having  sent  the  ancient  punch- 
bowl and  pitcher  belonging  to  the  Governor,  and  used  in  the 
old  house,  also  a  number  of  engravings,  some  metal  work  of 
Paul  Revere,  carvings,  books,  portraits,  etc. 

Mr.  William  C.  Otis  has  deposited  here  a  valuable  series  of 
family  portraits,  representing  five  generations  of  the  Otises, 
and  all  fine  specimens  of  the  handiwork  of  Stuart  and  Copley ; 
their  description  will  be  found  in  the  table  arranged  in  the 
last  few  leaves  of  this  pamphlet. 

Many  curious  pieces  of  china  and  earthenware  have  served 
to  vary  the  collection,  ancient  Tobys  from  old  revolutionary 
times,  like  the  one  from  Gen.  Gideon  Foster's  family  ;  old 
pitchers  printed  in  blue  and  red  with  portraits  of  Nelson, 
Lafayette,  Washington,  one  with  a  Boston  Fusileer  in  full 
uniform,  1787,  etc. 

The  Franklin  Printing  Press  from  the  Ben.  Perley  Poore 
Collection  at  Newburyport  was  given  by  Mr.  Wm.  Wilkins 
Warren,  and  forms  a  great  attraction  to  visitors. 

The  following  letter  is  self-explanatory  : 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  23,  '88. 
Mr.  William  W.  Warren, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Franklin  Press  sent  you  from  Indian  Hill  farm 
was  brought  to  Newburyport  in  1795  by  E.  M.  Blunt,  who 
purchased  it  from  Mr.  James  Franklin,  brother  of  Benjamin, 
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as  the  press  upon  which  Ben.  Franklin  worked  while  appren- 
ticed to  him.  Mr.  Blunt  printed  the  Impartial  Herald  on 
this  press  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  Newburyport,  and  it 
was  afterwards  sold  with  other  of  his  effects.  Major  Poore 
then  purchased  it  and  had  it  set  up  at  Indian  Hill  Farm, 
where  it  has  been  for  upwards  of  forty  years.  There  never 
has  been  any  question  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  press, 
which  Major  Poore  valued  very  highly,  and  steadfastly  refused 
all  offers  he  received  for  its  purchase. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Mrs.  Ben.  Perley  Poore. 

We  were  also  fortunate  enough  to  procure  the  electrotypes 
for  printing  the  "  New  England  Courant  "  of  February  4th  to 
February  nth,  1723,  which  was  the  first  newspaper  printed 
by  Franklin,  on  this  same  press  ;  these  plates  were  made  in 
1856  when  the  P'ranklin  Statue  was  placed  in  front  of  City 
Hall ;  a  few  impressions  have  been  taken  from  these  plates 
for  those  who  may  desire  copies. 

The  article  of  the  greatest  antiquity  received  during  the 
year  is  a  silver  die  for  the  great  seal  of  William  and  Mary,  for 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire.  This  was  found  in  an  old 
mansion  at  Newburyport,  and  is  loaned  by  the  Misses  Getch- 
ell  of  that  place.' 

To  Mr.  Parker  C.  Chandler  we  are  indebted  for  a  portrait 
of  Commodore  Hull,  by  Stuart,  which  was  formerly  in  the 
H.  G.  Otis  mansion  ;  to  Mr.  G.  J.  F.  Bryant,  for  a  portrait  of 
his  father,  Gridley  Bryant,  inventor  of  the  railroad  truck, 
1826. 

From  Mr.  Whitmore,  a  mezzotint,  by  Copley,  after  his  own 
painting,  and  the  only  known  engraving  of  that  eminent 
artist,  and  executed  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  in 
1753,  the  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Welsteed. 

The  principal  attraction  during  the  year  was  the  plaster 
model   of   the   proposed   new   public   library   building ;    the 


I  See  "  Proceedings,  June  12,  1888,"  for  description  of  seal,  written  by  Mr. 
James  Rindge  Stanwood,  and  read  before  the  Society. 
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architects,  Messrs.  McKim,  Mead  &  White,  were  allowed  the 
spacious  Council  Chamber  for  several  weeks  in  April  and  May  ; 
they  caused  electric  lights,  decorations,  palms,  shrubs,  etc.,  to 
be  placed  there,  and  covering  the  walls  with  cloth,  making  the 
centre  of  attraction  to  be  a  beautiful  model  in  miniature  of 
the  new  edifice  ;  water  colors  and  detailed  plans  were  shown 
also,  and  a  fine  drawing  of  Bates  Hall  in  perspective  was 
displayed  in  a  smaller  room.  This  exhibition  received  the 
plaudits  of  the  press  and  public,  and  contributed  much  toward 
the  general  satisfaction  in  the  plans.  It  was  visited  by  up- 
wards of  twenty-five  thousand  persons. 

Two  ancient  books  of  play  bills  of  the  National  Theatre, 
1850-54,  bring  up  many  reminiscences  of  about  half  a  century 
ago.  Broadsides,  autographs,  commissions,  military  certifi- 
cates, programmes,  badges,  engraved  bill  heads,  and  other 
interesting  relics  have  been  received  in  numbers,  and  as 
funds  are  forthcoming,  will  be  arranged  and  catalogued  in 
reference  books.  A  large  and  spirited  photograph,  represent- 
ing the  Independent  Corps  of  Cadets  at  the  Constitutional 
Celebration  at  Philadelphia,  September  16,  1887,  has  been 
received  from  Col.  T.  F.  Edmands,  their  commander. 

During  the  year  many  streets  have  been  opened,  and  the 
Society  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  several  ancient 
grave  stones,  most  quaintly  carved  or  incised,  giving  particu- 
lars of  old  family  names  and  dates. 

A  very  perfect  and  odd  shaped  silver  watch  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Peter  Thacher,  of  Florida ;  it  belonged  to  the  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  the  first  minister  of  Milton ;  it  was  made  by 
Thomas  Planner,  of  London,  in  1676. 

The  collections  of  wood,  copper,  and  steel  engravings  of 
eminent  men  have  been  increased  by  many  artistic  examples  ; 
we  will  mention  only  those  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  D.  D.  ; 
Henry  Laurens,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  1778; 
Nathaniel  Gorham,  1738-96,  one  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  William  Franklin;  Elbridge  Gerry;  Caleb  Strong; 
Daniel  Webster ;  Capt.  John  Linzee,  R.  N.,  engraved  on  cop- 
per from  a  photograph  by  the  donor.  Miss  Annie  S.  Pratt, 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  believed  to  be  the  only  engraved  portrait. 
(Captain  Linzee  was  commander  of  H.  M.  S.  "  Falcon  "  at 
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the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  His  grand-daughter  married  Pres- 
cott,  the  historian.)  Peleg  Whitman  Chandler ;  Robert  C. 
Winthrop  ;  J.  Ericsson  ;  Commodore  Bainbridge  ;  William 
Abrams,  Boston  Merchant,  (born  Jan.  i6,  1742,  d.  Sept.  27, 
1843)  ;  Charles  Sprague  ;  Arthur  W.  Austin  ;  Senator  John 
Davis  ;  John  Kuhn  (Sergeant-at-arms  for  forty-eight  years  in 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.)  Joseph  May;  Robert  G. 
Shaw ;  George  R.  Minot ;  Lowell  Mason  ;  Dr.  John  Warren  ; 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  ;  David  Sears  ;  Alexander  Hamilton, 
engraved  by  J.  A.  J.  Wilcox  from  the  original  painting  by 
Trumbull,  owned  by  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Esq. ;  Professor 
Agassiz  ;  Nathaniel  Thayer ;  John  A.  Lowell  ;  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes  ;  Henry  W.  Longfellow  ;  and  others  from  the 
burins  of  the  best  artists  of  our  times. 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 

ACCESSIONS   TO   THE   LIBRARY   COLLECTION, 

1888. 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pamph- 
lets. 

Albree,  Mrs.  Margaret 

15 

Alden,  Mrs.  Thos.  J.  . 

I 

Anonymous 
Andrews,  F.  W.  . 

4 
I 

2 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  D. 

I 

I 

Burrage,  William  C.     . 

I 

2 

Barbour,  Edmund  D. 

I 

Boston,  City  of    . 
Bradlee,  J.  Walter 

I 
I 

Blume,  Andreas  . 

I 

Bryant,  Gridley  J.  F.   . 
Boston  Water  Board    . 

2 

I 

Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Curtis,  H.  R.       . 

I 

I 

2 

Clark,  C.  E.,  M.  D.     . 

3 

5 

Commissioners,  Boston  Rec 

ord 

2 

32 


^7 
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Vols. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


Nu77iber  b?-07tght  forward, 
Chandler,  Mrs.  B.  F.  . 
Chaplin,  Charles 
Downer,  Mrs.  Nancy  M. 
Darling,  C.  W.     . 
Deane,  Charles    . 
Dillaway,  William  S.   . 
Druminond,  James  F. 
Education,  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Eustis,  W.  Tracy 
Falmouth,  Town  of     . 
Foster,  Joseph  (England) 
Fitch,  Miss  C.  M. 
Folsoni,  A.  A.      . 
Foote,  Rev.  H.  W. 
Guild,  Curtis 

Greene,  Samuel  A.,  M.  D. 
Hunnewell,  James  F. 
Hapgood,  Warren 
Hill,  Hamilton  A. 
Hammond,  George  W. 
Hassam,  John  T. 
Huntoon,  Mrs.  D.  T.  V. 
Jenks,  Rev.  H.  F. 
Kennard,  M.  P.  . 
Lawrence,  William  C. 
Lawrence,  Dr.  Robert  M. 
Lamson,  D.  S.     . 
Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of 
Marcus,  Alfred  A. 
Mead,  C.  C. 
Museum  Fine  Arts 
Moore,  G.  H.,  LL.D.  . 
Parsons,  Albert  Stevens 
Peabody  Institute 
Paine,  Nathaniel 
Prescott,  George  W.    . 
Powell,  Charles  T.  M. 


32 


17 
2 


10 
I 
I 
I 
I 


79 


51 
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Historic  Genealogical 


Donors. 

Number  brought  forward, 
Pratt,  J.  F.,  M.  D. 
Reed,  John  P.     . 
Russell,  Samuel  H. 
Russell,  Miss  H.  W 
Russell,  Rev.  Lorenzo 
Reed,  George  P. 
Rosenthal,  Albert 
Rhoades,  Jacob  . 
Sawyer,  Samuel  E. 
Society,  California  Historical 
Stearns,  Charles  H 
Smith,  Joseph  W. 
Society,  Humane 
Shaw,  S.  S. 
Society,  New  England 
Stanley,  E.  O.      . 
Titus,  Rev.  Anson 
Thwing,  E.  P.,  M.  D. 
Trask,  W.  B. 
Wright,  W.  J.       . 
Walker,  Francis  A. 
Wilson,  William  Powe 
White,  Charles  G. 
Whidden,  W.  W. 
Winthrop,  R.  C. 
Winthrop,  R.  C.  Jr. 
Whitman,  George  H. 
Whitney,  James  L. 
Wentworth,  Alonzo  B, 
Watkins,  W.  K.  . 
Waterston,  Rev.  R.  C 
Warren,  W.  W.    . 

By  gift     . 

Purchased  (including  those  acquired  by  exchange), 


79 

2 

5 

2 
I 

2 

I 
I 
I 
I 


Pam- 
phlets. 


104 
19 


Total    .........       123     194 

Signed  :  Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 
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The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  will  be 
found  on  another  page. 

On    motion    of   Rev.  W.  C.  Winslow,    the   Directors   were 
empowered  to  print  the  Proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

Adjourned. 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk,. 
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ACCESSIONS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTIONS,   i 


GIFTS    AND    PURCHASES. 


Bancroft,  Charles  L.      Certificate. 
Banks,  Charles  E.  Mezzotint. 


Barnes,  Luther 
Barry,  Charles 

Bedlington,  Sam'l  M. 

Boston  Gaslight  Co. 
Bostonian  Society. 
(By  Com.  on  Rooms.) 


Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D. 


Brush,  M.  W. 
Bryant,  G.  J.  F. 


Clark,  Dr.  C.  E. 

Coleman,  J. 
Dixwell,  Dr.  John 


Steel  Eng. 
Wood. 

Plaster. 
Photo. 
Stone. 
Woodcut. 

Certificate. 


Photo. 


Lithog. 
Photo. 
Oil  Paint'g. 

Photo. 

Glass. 

Certificate. 

Lithog. 
Bronze. 


DESCRIPTION. 


New  England  Guards,  1849.  Lithograph. 
Smith  del.  Stratton,  sc. 

Molyneaux,  Lord  Shuldham,  Admiral  of  the 
White,  visited  Boston  in  command  of 
Squadron,  1776.     With  autograph. 

Boston  and  Bunker  Hill  from  Chelsea. 

Cane  of  live  oak  made  from  the  Frigate 
Constitution. 

Basso-relievo  of  Rev.  John  G.  Palfrey. 

Rev.  Ezra  Stiles  Gannett. 

Three  ancient  carved  grave  stones. 

Interior  of  Faneuil  Hall.  On  India  paper, 
by  G.  E.  Johnson,  1888. 

Gen.  Thomas  Gage  to  Lieut.  John  Phillips. 
New  York.  September  4,  1764.  General 
Gage  proclaimed  Martial  Law  in  Boston 
May  15,  1774. 

Photographs  of  Boston  divines  ;  Daguerreo- 
types of  Rev.  T.  Starr  King,  John  Tyler, 
and  others. 

House  cor.  Washington  and  HoUis  Sts. 

House  on  Avon  St.  where  Samuel  Bradlee 
lived. 

Two  photographs.  Joseph  Levering  and  his 
wife  Ann  Phillips  Lovering. 

Franklin  at  his  press.     E.  Woodbury  pinx. 

Hammatt  BiUings. 

Gridley  Bryant,  maker  of  the  first  Railroad 
truck,  1826. 

Three  photos  of  Boston  Post  Office,  Nov. 
10,  1872.     The  great  fire  stopped  here. 

Ancient  inlaid  decanter  stand,  formerly  the 
property  of  Gov.  John  Hancock. 

"  Massachusetts  Society  for  Promoting  Agri- 
culture."    Jan.  25,  1817. 

Daniel  Webster,  after  Ames  pinx. 

Medal  presented  to  Chas.  Sargent  by  Ward 
Nicholas  Boylston,  M.  D. 
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DONOR. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Dorr,  Miss  Caroline 

Papers. 

Miscellaneous  papers.  Deeds,  Autographs, 
etc 

Edmands,  Lt.  Colonel 

Photo. 

First  Corps  of  Cadets  at  Philadelphia,  Sept. 

T.  F. 

i6,  1887. 

Folsom,  A.  A. 

Lithog. 

Boston  Light  Infantry,  1857. 

"            " 

Photo. 

Ten  officers  and  privates  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Boston,  1858. 

Frye,  William 

Iron. 

Cannon  Ball,  excavated  from  the  Lord  Percy 
quarters,  cor.  Columbia  and  Essex  Sts. 

Gilbert,  John 

Paper. 

Ancient  money,  bank  bills,  etc. 

Gorham,  George 

Copperplate 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  1786.  Eng.  by  A.  Ros- 
enthal. 

Guild,  Henry 

Silver. 

Franklin  School  Medal,  1796. 

Bronze. 

Medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  A.  and  H.  A.  Co., 
June  4,  1888. 

Hancock,  Franklin 

Miscel. 

Two  cups,    two   pearl   whist   counters   and 

From  Hancock  House. 

cribbage  board. 

''                 " 

Mezzotint. 

"The  Nativity."  J.  S.  Copley,  ^/«;f.  Philip 
Dowd,  sc. 

<(                 (< 

Porcelain. 

Punch  Bowl,  with  arms,  etc. 

«. 

Earth' ware 

Pitcher,  with  pastoral  scenes. 

" 

Copperplate 

St.  Paul's  Church,  London. 

«(                 <( 

Plaster. 

Four  busts  of  English  poets,  etc. 

<t                 << 

Steel. 

Pair  of  ancient  shoe  buckles  and  two  odd 

ones. 
Tea-kettle  made  by  Paul  Revere. 

<<                 (( 

Copper. 

it                                    K 

Leather. 

Two  leather  pocket  books  marked  "  John 
Hancock." 

Henchman,  Russell  B. 

Oak. 

Ancient  shaving  case  presented  to  Daniel 
Henchman,  1844. 

Hinckley,  Thos.  F. 

Satin. 

Broadside.  Remarks  on  President  Jackson's 
last  annual  address. 

Holmes,  0.  W. 

Brass. 

Door-knocker  from  Hancock  house. 
Door-plate  from  0.  W.  Holmes  house. 

Huntoon,Mrs.  D.T.V. 

Miscel. 

A  trunk  full  of  books,  photographs,  etc. 

Jeffries,  Dr.  B.  Joy 

Woodcut. 

Ancient  bill  heads,  engravings,  etc.,  picture 
of  the  old  State  Bank. 

Kennard,  M.  Parry 

Plaster. 

Statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  second  Mayor  of 
Boston. 

Lawrence,  Abbott 

Copperplate 

Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  Fiesinger,  eng., 
J.  Suerin,  <:/(?/. 

Leggett,  Wm.  T. 

Satin. 

President  Madison's  Inaugural  speech,  Mar. 
4,  1S09. 

Lichtenstein,  R.  C. 

Broadsides. 

Ancient  book  plates,  broadsides,  cards,  etc. 

Low,  Mrs.  John  G. 

Oil  Paint'gs. 

Two  views  of  Boston,  formerly  on  the  sides 
of  No.  15  Engine  of  Boston. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Mallory,  R.  P. 

Mayhew,  Matthew  A. 

Metcalf,  Francis 

Norton,  Prof.  C.  E. 
Oliver,  Edward  B. 
Oliver,  Henry  J. 
Otis,  George  W. 

Otis,  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 

Pratt,  Miss  Annie  T. 
Pratt,  Dr.  J.  W. 

Prince,  F.  O. 
Ropes,  J.  C. 

Rosenthal,  Albert 


Rotch,  M.  A.  B. 

Russell,  Edw.  T. 
Salisbury,  D.  W. 

Sharp,  James  C. 


Crayons 

Water  color 

Steel  Eng. 

Autographs 

Paper. 
Leather. 
Steel. 
Commiss'n 

Wood. 

Copperplate 
Steel  eng. 

Photo. 
Etchings. 


Etchings  on 
India. 


Silhouettes. 

Photos. 
Paper. 

Commiss'n 


Two  drawings  Boston  Light,  1840.     R.  P. 

Mallory,  del. 
The  Conflagration  in  Charlestown,  August 

25,  1835- 
Rev.  Jonathan  Mayhew.     Born   1720,  died 

1766.     H.  W.  Smith,  sc. 
Letters   of   John   Hancock,    Paul    Revere, 

Fisher  Ames  and  Andrew  Cunningham. 
Bill  heads,  autographs,  etc. 
Two  fire  buckets,  1799. 
Hand-made  sword,  1770. 
Lieutenant's    commission,    signed    Edward 

Everett,  Gov. 

Cane  made  of  the  wood  from  the  Hancock 
house. 

Capt.  John  Linzee,  R.  N. 

Rev,  Howard  Malcom.    One  of  the  founders 

of  the   American   Tract   Society.      Born 

1799. 

F.  O.  Prince,  Ex-Mayor  of  Boston. 

Eight   views,    interior  and   exterior  of  the 

Tudor  house. 
Caleb  Strong,  Gov.  Mass.,  b.  1745,  d.  1819. 

From   original   in   Mass.    Hist.  Soc,  by 

Gilbert  Stuart. 
William  Franklin.     Last  Royal  Governor  of 

New  Jersey;  born  1731,  died  1813. 
Elbridge   Gerry,    Gov.    Massachusetts,    b. 

1744,  d.  1814.     From  a  miniature  in  the 

possession  of  the  family. 
Robert  Morris,  1734-1806.     From  an  origi- 
nal by  Stuart,  in  the  possession  of  the 

family. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  cEt.  84.     From  original 

in  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society.   C.  W. 

Peale,^z'«;i'. 
Eleazer  Oswald,  Lieut.  Colonel,  b.  1755,  d. 

1795.     From  a  print  in  collection  of  C.  R. 

Hildeburn,  Esq. 

Thomas  McKean,  LL.D.,  1734-1817.  From 
a  print  by  Tiebout,  in  Coll.  Penn.  Hist. 
Soc. 

Francis  Rotch  (and  wife) ,  owner  of  the  tea- 
ship. 

Two  interiors  of  Hollis  St.  Church. 

Three   ancient   Orders   "Boston  Hussars." 

S.  D.  Harris,  O.  S.  181 1. 
To  Stephen  Badlam,  Aug.  20,  1799.  Signed 

Moses  Gill,  Governor. 
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DONOR. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Smith,  Rev.  S.  F. 

Photo. 

Rev.  S.  F.  Smith,  author  of  America. 

Stanwood,  James  R. 

" 

Great  Seal  of  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
from  1699  to  1710. 

Talbot,  George  W. 

Lithog. 

Fire  Engine  "Tiger,"  1835. 

Thacher,  Peter 

Silver. 

Watch  made  in  London,  1676. 

.. 

Engraving. 

Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  D.  D.    S.  Harris,  eng. 

Turner,  Edw. 

Silver. 

Pine  Tree  Shilling,  1652. 

Warren,  Wm.  W. 

Press. 

Ancient  Ramage  Printing  Press,  formerly 
used  in  Queen  St.  by  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Waters,  Edwin  F. 

Steel  Eng. 

Peleg  Whitman  Chandler.  Engraved  by 
J.  C.  Buttre. 

Wheelwright,  Geo.  T. 

Wood. 

Vase,  box,  card  case,  etc. 

Whitmore,  Wm.  H. 

Mezzotint. 

Rev.  Wm.  Welsteed.  The  only  known  en- 
graving by  J.  S.  Copley.  1753.  (Executed 
when  16  years  of  age.) 

Winter,  Francis  B. 

Broadside. 

Capture  of  the  Macedonian,  Dec.  5,  1812. 

LOANS 


TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTION,   1888. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Banchor,  J.  F.,  New- 
tonville. 


Play  Bill. 


Pewter. 

Broadside 
pr'd  on  sat'n 


Boston  Public  Library,! Plaster,  10 
Trustees  of  Feet  sq. 


Bryant,  G.  J.  F. 


Earth'ware. 


Burrage,  Wm.  C.  jFaience. 


Broadside. 


Earth'ware. 


Federal  Street  Theatre,  October  12,  1796. 
Plays :  Venice  Preserved  and  Oscar  and 
Malvina. 

Mug.  Marked  N.  E.  G.  (New  England 
Guards.) 

Woodcut,  with  Elegy  on  the  death  of  James 
Lawrence,  on  the  "  Chesapeake,"  June  4, 
1813. 

Model  of  proposed  new  building,  235  ft. 
front,  229  ft.  on  Boylston  St.,  height  from 
pavement  to  cornice,  67  ft.,  interior  court 
j'ard,  135  X  130  feet.  McKim,  Mead  & 
White.  Architects  ;  also,  numerous  colored 
drawings  and  plans,  bird's  eye  view,  small 
wooden  model,  etc.,  and  a  perspective 
drawing  of  Bates  Hall.    Very  fine. 

Seven  tiles  taken  from  an  old  building  in 
Dock  Square.  One  is  signed  "  Sadler." 
These  are  some  of  the  first  specimens  of 
printing  on  earthenware,  and  executed  by 
Sadler  &  Green,  1756. 

Ancient  French  Pitcher 
and  brought  here  by 
Arcadians  (Mrs.  Otto). 

Agreement  for  forming  first  Bank  in  New 
England,  The  Massachusetts  Bank,  March 
18,  1784. 

Pitcher  in  colors.  Portraits  of  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams.  On  reverse, 
soldier  in  Continental  costume.  Very  rare 
example. 

Lavender  Pitcher  mottled  with  copper  lustre, 
with  portraits  of  Com.  Perry  and  Capt. 
Jones  of  the  "Macedonian." 

Tortoise  shell  imitation  Pitcher,  mottled  in 
many  colors,  called  by  the  natives  Rattle- 
stiake  colors. 

Brilliant  blue  Pitcher.  Portrait,  Lord  Nel- 
son. "  England  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty;"  "  Trafalgar"— "Nile"— "Co- 
penhagen." 


from   Grand  Pr6, 
one  of  the  exiled 


DESCRIPTION. 


Burrage,  Wm.  C. 


Chandler,  Mrs.  B.   F. 
Chandler,  Parker  C. 

Clark,  John  T. 
Crowninshield,  B.  W. 


Cutter,  Abram  E. 


Fairbanks, Miss  Rebec- 
ca, Dedham. 

Getchell,    the  Misses, 
Newburyport. 


Gibbs,  D.W.,  Toledo, 
Gookin,  A.  M.  W. 

Hall,  Dudley 

Herrick,  Mrs.  E.  H.  P. 
Marshall,  Gen.  J.F.  B. 


Earth'ware. 


Stoneware. 

Earth'ware. 
Oil  Paint'g. 

Woodcut. 
Mosaic. 


Book. 
Mezzotint. 


Four  colored 
Drawings. 

Silver. 

Photo. 


Broadside. 


Engraved 
Certificate. 


Warrant. 

Lithog. 
Warrant. 


Ancient  Liverpool  Pitcher.  Figure  of  Boston 
Fusilier  in  full  uniform,  "Success  to  the 
Independent  Boston  Fusiliers,  Incorpo- 
rated July  4th,  1787  ;"  with  motto,  "  Aut 
vincere,  aut  mori." 

"Toby."  Ancient  Jug  representing  Uncle 
Toby.  From  Gen.  Gideon  Foster's  estate, 
Peabody.   (11  in.  high.) 

Pitcher,  with  portrait  of  Fisher  Ames. 

Portrait  of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull.  G. 
Stuart,  pitix.  See  Memorial  History  of 
Boston. 

Cadets  at  bayonet  drill.     Andrew,  sc. 

Inlaid  Snuff-box,  presented  by  Pauline  Bor- 
ghese  to  Capt.  Geo.  Crowninshield,  Com- 
mander of  "Cleopatra's  Barge,"  1817. 
(Containing  a  lock  of  hair  of  her  brother, 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.) 

Log  book  of  the  barge,  with  illustrations. 

Henry  Laurens,  President  American  Con- 
gress, 1778.  J.  S.  Copley,  pinx.  V. 
Green,  eng. 

Battles  at  Lexington  and  Concord.  St.  John 
Honey  wood,  exc.  Rare.  (Copied  some 
years  since  by  Amos  Doolittle.) 

The  original  Seal  of  New  Hampshire  in  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary. 

Pillsbury  House,  Newburyport.  1700.  This 
estate  was  purchased  of  Edw.  Rawson, 
1651. 

Woodcut  and  verses,  "Welcome  to  the 
West  Point  Cadets."  (Visited  Boston, 
August,  1 82 1.) 

Issued  to  Major  Henry  Burbeck  by  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati.  Signed,  H.  Knox, 
Sec,  G.  Washington,  President.  Phil., 
May  5,  1784. 

Sergeant  Dudley  Hall,  Ind.  Corps  Cadets ; 
signed ;  Appleton  Howe,  Major  General, 
countersigned ;  appointing  same  Clerk. 
Signed,  James  S.  Amory,  Lieut.  Col. 

Burning  of  the  Steamer  Lexington,  Jan.  13, 
1840.     Gershom  Cobb,  sc. 

Two  warrants  to  Thomas  Marshall,  non- 
commissioned officer  Independent  Corps 
of  Cadets,  1809  and  1810.  Signed,  J.  Wil- 
liams, Lieut.  Col.,  and  J.  T.  Apthorp, 
Lieut.  Col. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Norton,  Everett  B. 

Oliver,  E. 
Otis,  Wm.  C. 


Paper. 

Play  Bills. 
Oil  Paint'ffs 


<(  <( 


Wentworth,  Alonzo  B.^Auto. 


Whiting,  Dwight  'Engravings, 


Ancient  agreement  in  regard  to  Stamp  Act, 
binding  Wm.  Jernigan  and  Peter  Norton 
of  Martha's  Vineyard  not  to  buy  any  pro- 
ducts of  Great  Britain,  nor  to  sell  to 
Great  Britain.  Edgartown,  Nov.  i8,  1774. 

Two  books  of  play  bills,  National  Theatre, 
1850-1854.  Theatre  destroyed  by  fire, 
April  21,  1852,  and  rebuilt. 

Col.  James  Otis  of  Barnstable,  1 702-1778. 
J.  S.  Copley, //Vw. 

Mary  Alleyne  Otis,  born  1702.  The  famous 
Mary  AUeyne  of  Plymouth.  She  had  13 
children  and  was  a  woman  of  superior 
mind.  J.  S.  Copley, //«:ir.  In  costume  of 
the  time.    See  Perkins'  "  Life  of  Copley." 

James  Otis,  Jr.,  the  patriot,  born  1724. 
Struck  by  lightning  in  Andover,  May  23, 
1783.  Old  copy  from  Blackburn.  Original 
in  possession  of  Mrs.  Rogers  of  Boston,  a 
descendant.  Copied  by  A.  B.  Durand  in 
Tudor's  Life  of  Otis. 

Samuel  Allevne  Otis,  1740-1814.  First  Sec. 
U.  S.  Senate,  father  of  Mayor  Otis.  G. 
Stuart,  pinx. 

Elizabeth  Gray  Otis,  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Harrison  Gray.     J.  S.  Copley,  pinx. 

Harrison  Gray,  1710-1794.  First  Treasurer 
and  Receiver  General  of  Mass.  Bay  Colo- 
ny.    J.  S.  Copley,  lyinx. 

William  C.  Otis.     Chester  Harding,  pinx. 

Collection  of  autographs  framed  :  Washing- 
ton, Jonathan  Belcher,  Lord  Timothy 
Dexter,  John  Hancock,  Benning  Went- 
worth, John  Brooks,  Robert  Lenox,  Jas. 
Sullivan,  etc. 

The  Boston  Massacre,  with  verses,  etc. 
English  reprint  of  Paul  Revere's  engraving. 
"Sold  by  W.  Bingley,  in  Newgate  St." 
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LIFE    MEMBERS 


Adams,  Charles  F. 
Alley,  John  R. 
Ames,  Oliver 
Amory,  Frederick 
Andrews,  Frank  W. 
Angell,  Henry  C. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  William  S. 
Armstrong,  George  W. 
Austin,  James  W. 
Ayer,  James  B. 
Bailey,  Joseph  T. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Bigelow,  George  B. 
Blake,  Clarence  J. 
Blake,  Francis 
Blake,  Stanton 
Bodlish,  Joshua  P. 
Bradford,  Martin  L. 
Bradford,  William  B. 
*Bradlee,  J.  Putnam 
Brewer,  William  D. 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Browne,  C.  Allen 
Browne,  Edward  I. 
Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Candler,  J.  W. 
Carpenter,  George  O. 
Carpenter,  George  O.,  Jr. 
Center,  J.  H. 
Chapin,  Nahum 


Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Stephen 
Chase,  Theodore 
Clark,  C.  E. 
Clay,  Thomas  H. 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Coffin,  Frederick  S. 
Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Converse,  Elisha  S. 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W. 
Curtis,  Caleb  A. 
Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 
Cutter,  Benjamin  F. 
Cutter,  Watson  G. 
Davis,  J.  Alba 
Davis,  Geo.  Henry 
Davis,  William  Henry 
Dean,  John  Ward 
*Deblois,  Stephen  Grant 
Dewing,  Benjamin  H. 
*Dupee,  James  A. 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Eaton,  Walter  D. 
Edes,  Henry  H. 
Eliot,  C.  R. 
Eliot,  Samuel 
Emery,  Francis  F. 
Estes,  Dana 
Fabyan,  George  F. 
Farrington,  Charles  F. 
Fay,  Joseph  S. 
Fay,  Sigourney  W. 
Fearing,  Andrew  C,  Jr. 


Deceased. 
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Fenno,  J.  Brooks 
Ferris,  Mortimer  C. 
Fogg,  Jolin  S.  H. 
Foster,  John 
French,  Frederick  W. 
French,  Jonathan 
Fuller,  Charles  Emerson 
Fuller,  Henry  H. 
George,  Elijah 
Gould,  Benj.  Apthorp 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott 
Guild,  Courtney 
Guild,  Curtis 
Guild,  Curtis,  Jr. 
Haigh,  John 
Hall,  Thomas  B. 
Hammond,  George  W. 

Hancock,  Franklin 
Hapgood,  Warren 

Hart,  Thomas  N. 

Hart,  William  T. 

Hartt,  John  F. 

Hassam,  John  Tyler 

Hayward,  George 

Hayward,  James  Warren 

Head,  Charles 

Hecht,  Jacob  H. 

Hemenway,  Alfred 

Henshaw,  Samuel 

Hill,  Hamilton  Andrews 

Hill,  Henry  E. 

Hill,  J.  E.  R. 

*Homans,  Charles  Dudley 

Homans,  George  H. 

James,  George  Abbott 

Jenks,  Henry  Fitch 

Jones,  Daniel 

Kennard,  Martin  Parry 

Kennedy,  George  G. 

Ladd,  Nathaniel  W. 

Lamb,  George 

Lambert,  Thomas  R. 

Lane,  Jonathan  A. 

Lawrence,  Amory  A. 

^Lawrence,  Amos  A. 

Lawrence,  S.  C. 


*  Little,  George  W. 

Little,  John  M. 

Longley,  James 

Loring,  William  Caleb 

Lothrop,  Thornton  K. 

Low,  G.  D. 

Macdonald,  Edward 

Mack,  Thomas 

Manning,  Francis  H. 

Marshall,  J.  F.  B. 

Marvin,  William  T.  R. 

McLeod,  William  A. 

Minot,  J.  Grafton 

Minns,  Thomas 

Minot,  William,  Jr. 

Moore,  Frederick  H. 

Moore,  George  H. 

Morse,  L.  Foster 

Moseley,  Alexander 

Murphy,  James  S. 

Nichols,  Arthur  H. 

Norcross,  Grenville  H. 

Norwell,  Henry 

O'Brien,  Hugh  (Hon.  Mem.) 

Olmsted,  Frederick  L. 

Paige,  John  C. 

Palfrey,  F.  W. 

Parker,  Charles  W. 

Parsons,  Arthur  J. 

Payne,  J.  H. 

Peabody,  Charles  B. 

*  Perkins,  William 

Perry,  Charles  F. 

Pfaff,  Jacob 

Pierce,  N.  W. 

Piper,  William  T. 

Porter,  Edward  G. 

Pratt,  Laban 

Quincy,  George  Henry 

*Quincy,  Samuel  Miller 

Richards,  Henry  C. 

Richardson,  B.  Heber 

Richardson,  Spencer  W. 

Ripley,  George 

Ross,  Alphonzo 

Rotch,  William 


*  Deceased. 
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Russell,  Samuel  H. 
Rust,  Nathaniel  J. 
Sampson,  Edwin  H. 
Sears,  J.  Montgomery 
Shattuck,  Frederic  C. 
Shaw,  H.  L. 

Shaw,  Henry  Southworth 
Shaw,  Henry  Southworth,  Jr. 
Shillaber,  William  G. 
Slafter,  Edmund  F. 
Slater,  Andrew  C. 
Stanwood,  James  Rindge 
Stetson,  Amos  W. 
Stone,  Charles  W. 
Storey,  Joseph  C. 
Suter,  Hales  W. 
Swan,  H.  W. 
Taft,  Edward  A. 
Thacher,  Henry  C. 
Thayer,  David 
*Thorndike,  George  Ouincy 
Tompkins,  Arthur  G. 
Tucker,  James  C. 
Turner,  Alfred  R. 
Turner,  Job  A. 
Upton,  George  B. 


Wadsworth,  Alexander  F. 
Ward,  Francis  Jackson 
Warren,  William  Wilkins 
Waters,  Edwin  F. 
Weld,  Otis  Everett 
Wheelwright,  Andrew  C. 
Wheelwright,  Josiah 
Wheildon,  William  H. 
White,  J.  Gardner 
Whitmore,  Charles  J. 
*Whitmore,  Charles  O. 
Whitney,  Henry  Austin 
Whitney,  James  L. 
Willcutt,  Levi  L. 
Williams,  Edward  H. 
Williams,  Henry  W. 
Williams,  John  D. 
Winslow,  William  C. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Jr. 
Winthrop,  Robert  Mason 
Woodbury,  James  P. 
Woodman,  Cyrus 
Wooley.  William 
Woolson,  James  A. 
Young,  George 


*  Deceased. 
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MEMBERS. 


Abbott,  Edward  A. 
Abbott,  Josiah  G. 
Abbott,  Marshall  K. 
Adams,  Waldo 
Addicks,  Edward 
Ager,  George  B. 
Aiken,  Edward 
Albree,  Edward  C. 
Alexander,  Eben 
Allen,  Stillman  B. 
*Allen,  Thomas  Jefferson 
Allen,  William  H. 
Ames,  Oakes  Angier 
Ames,  Samuel  T. 
Amory,  Thomas  C. 
Andrews,  Charles  H. 
Andrews,  E.  Jones 
Andrew,  John  F. 
Andrews,  Robert  Day 
Anthony,  E.  W. 
*Appleton,  Thomas  Gold 
*Apthorp,  Robert  East 
Atkinson,  George 
Austin,  Charles  L. 
Avery,  Abraham 
Babo,  Leopold 
*Bailey,  Lewis  B. 
Baird,  John  C. 
Baldwin,  William  H. 
Ballister,  Joseph  F. 
Barbour,  E.  D. 
Barbour,  John  N. 
Barnes,  Amos 


Barron,  Clarence  W. 
Bartlett,  John 
Battelle,  Eugene 
Beal,  C.  G. 
Beal,  James  H. 
Beal,  Leander 
Beaman,  Geo.  H. 
Beard,  Alanson  W. 
Bedlington,  Samuel  M. 
Beebe,  Cyrus  G. 
Beebe,  J.  Arthur 
*Bemis,  Francis  T. 
Benedict,  Washington  G. 
Benedict,  William  G. 
Bennett,  Edmund  H. 
Bent,  S.  Arthur 
*Bigelow,  Abraham  O. 
*Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  Samuel  A. 
Billings,  Robert  C. 
Bird,  Lewis  Jones 
Bishop,  Robert  R. 
Blake,  Arthur  W. 
Blakemore,  John  E. 
Blasland,  Edward  B. 
Bliss,  James  F. 
Bliss,  William  Root 
Bolles,  Matthew 
Bond,  Edward  P. 
Bouv6,  Thomas  T. 
Bowditch,  Charles  P. 
Bowditch,  J.  Ingersoll 
Bowditch,  Vincent  Y. 


Deceased. 
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Bowdlear,  William  A. 
Bowen,  Henry  W. 
Bowker,  Albert 
Bradford,  George 
Bradlee,  Caleb  D. 
Bradlee,  John  T. 
Braman,  G.  T.  W. 
Bremer,  John  L. 
Brewer,  Cyrus 

*  Brewer,  James  P. 
Briggs,  Richard 
Brimmer,  Martin 
Brooks,  Francis 

*  Brooks,  Henry  C. 
Brooks,  J.  Henry 
Brooks,  L.  Loring 
Brooks,  Phillips 
Brooks,  William  G. 
Brown,  Alfred  S. 
Brown,  Atherton  T. 
Brown,  Buckminster 
Brown,  Francis  H. 
Brown,  Franklin 
Brown,  Frank  Q. 
Brown,  J.  W. 
Brown,  Samuel  N. 
Browne,  T.  Ouincy 
Bryant,  Gridley  J.  F. 
Buffum,  Charles 
Buffum,  Edgar 
Bullens,  George  S. 
Burdett,  Horatio  S. 
Burge,  Lorenzo 
*Burgess,  James  Marsh 
Burnett,  Joseph 
Burnham,  T.  O.  H.  P, 
Burrage,  Alvah  A. 
Bush,  J.  Foster 
Butler,  Sigourney 
Calef,  Benjamin  F. 
Callender,  John  B. 
Candage,  R.  G.  F. 
Carpenter,  Frank  O. 
Carpenter,  Frederick  B. 
Carr,  John 

Carr,  Samuel,  Jr. 


Carruth,  Charles 
Carter,  Charles  M. 
Carter,  John  W. 
Case,  James  B. 
Chamberlain,  Mellen 
Chandler,  Francis  W. 
Chandler,  Horace  Parker 
Cheney,  B.  P. 
Child,  Addison 
*Child,  Dudley  Richards 
Childe,  John  Heally 
Church,  Herbert  B. 
Church,  John 
Clapp,  Channing 
Clapp,  Charles  M. 
*Clapp,  Otis 
Clark,  Albee  C. 
Clark,  Benjamin  C. 
Clark,  Cyrus  T. 
*  Clark,  David  Oakes 
Clark,  John  S. 
Clark,  John  Theodore 
Clark,  Joseph  W. 
Clarke,  Botsford  R. 
^Clarke,  Dorus 
*Clarke,  James  Freeman 
Clarke,  Thomas  W. 
^Clifford,  Samuel  W. 
Clifford,  Samuel  W.,  Jr. 
Cobb,  Henry  E. 
Cobb,  William  H. 
Cochrane,  Alexander 
Codman,  John 
Codman,  William  C. 
Coffin,  G.  Winthrop 
*Collamore,  Ebenezer 
Coolidge,  Albert  L. 
Coolidge,  John  T. 
Coolidge,  John  T,,  Jr. 
Collier,  H.  Price 
Conant,  William  M. 
Coolidge,  David  H. 
Cordner,  John 
Corse,  J.  M. 
Cory,  Charles  B. 
Cotting,  Charles  U. 


*  Deceased. 


Crane,  Joshua 
Crocker,  George  G. 
*Crocker,  Uriel 
Crosby,  C.  A.  W. 
Cruft,  Samuel  B. 
Cunningham,  Henry  W. 
Cunningham,  William  H. 
Currant,  J.  F. 
Curtis,  Charles  F. 
Curtis,  Daniel  B. 
Cushing,  Joshua  M. 
*Cushing,  Samuel  Thaxter 
Cushing,  Thomas 
Cutter,  Abraham  E. 
Dale,  Eben 
Damrell,  John  S. 
Dana,  S.  B. 
Dana,  Thomas 
*Danforth,  Isaac  W. 
Daniell,  Moses  Grant 
Daniels,  John  H. 
Davis,  James  C. 
*Davis,  John  William 
Davis,  Joshua  W. 
Dean,  Benjamin 
Dean,  Charles  A. 
Dean,  Luni  A. 
Deblois,  George  L. 
Deland,  Thomas  W. 
Denison,  John  N. 
Dexter,  Morton 
*Dexter,  Parkman 
Dexter,  William  S. 
Dickinson,  M.  F.,  Jr. 
Dill,  Thomas  B. 
*Ditson,  Oliver 
*Dix,  John  Homer 
Dixon,  Lewis  S. 
Doane,  Thomas 
Dodd,  Henry  W. 
Dodd,  Horace 
Dodge,  Theodore  A. 
Dorr,  Francis  O. 
Dorr,  George  B. 
Dresser,  Jacob  A. 
Drummond,  James  H. 


Dunn,  Edward  H. 
Dunn,  William  A. 
Dupee,  Horace 
Dwight,  H.  W. 
Dyer,  Benjamin  F. 
Dyer,  Micah,  Jr. 
Dyer,  S.  N. 
Eaton,  Edward  B. 
Eddy,  Otis 
Edes,  Henry  Ware 
Ellis,  Rowland 
Emery,  Charles 
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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED   TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY   OF    THE    HISTORY   OF   BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF   ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 


BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their 
power,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift, 
loan  or  purchase,  books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such 
other  suitable  means,  as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons, 
either  resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been 
proposed  and  accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting 
by  the  Directors,  be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY   AND    CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings 
of  the  Society,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION    FEE    AND    ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes  ;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect 
to  pay  his  admission  fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after 
the  same  is  due,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any 
time  when  the  Directors  shall  so  order. 

The  payment  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  any  one  year 
by  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of 
the  Society ;  life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  rights   and   privileges    of    annual   members.     The 


45 

money  received  for  such  life  memberships  shall  constitute  a  fund,  of 
which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together  with  the  annual 
income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  every  month,  excepting  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint. 
Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction 
of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business. 
All  committees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President, 
a  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and 
shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from 
their  number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same 
person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk 
or  Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a 
Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 
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IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  a  list  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these 
officers,  a  President //'<?  tempore  shall  be  chosen, 

XI. 

DUTIES    OF    THE    CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an 
exact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and 
place  on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES    OF    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and 
pay  all  bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a 
book  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 
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DUTIES    AND    POWERS    OF    DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and 
executive  business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures 
of  money;  fix  all  salaries;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act 
upon  all  resignations  and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that 
the  By-Laws  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required 
in  the  premises. 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list 
to  be  returned  to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
and  certify  to  its  correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-com- 
mittees as  they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they 
shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS    OF    DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President ;  special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  they  may  appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
two  Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures 
of  money. 
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XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
four  standing  committees  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 
A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be 
members  ex  officio,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Rooms,  (except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,)  offered  as  gifts  or  loans  ;  the  hanging  of 
pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections 

in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read, 
or  other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 

Society. 

Cofnmittee  on   Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information 
in  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  mem- 
bership. 

Committee  on   the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Librar}^,  including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manu- 
scripts and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts 
or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies,  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during 
their  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS    TO     BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meet- 
ing, by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
They  may  also  be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting, 
provided  notice  of  the  same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting 
issued  by  the  Clerk  and  sent  to  every  member. 
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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


NINTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society  was 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House  on 
Tuesday,  January  14,  1890,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President,  Mr. 
Curtis  Guild,  in  the  Chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
After  the  election  of  new  members,  the  President  addressed 
the  Society  as  follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT  GUILD'S  ADDRESS. 

Fclloiv  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Societj : 

The  Bostonian  Society  after  ten  years  of  existence  seems 
to  have  so  thoroughly  demonstrated  its  usefulness  to  our 
fellow  citizens  that  it  is  now  generally  recognized  as  a  perma- 
nent institution  of  genuine  value,  from  which  certain  results 
are  to  be  expected,  and  to  which  a  certain  deference  should 
be  paid. 

An  association  that  voluntarily  addresses  itself  to  the  task 
of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  is  to  a  large 
extent  expected,  as  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  to  point  out  and 
furnish  fresh  facilities  for  students,  to  make  all  matters  per- 
taining to  that  history  of  prime  importance,  to  preserve 
historic  documents,  manuscripts  and  accounts  intact,  to  clear 
up  as  far  as  possible  historic  doubts,  and  not  only  to  rescue 
from  threatened  obscurity  matters  relating  to  the  past,  but 
to  preserve  the  memory  of  those  that  are  occurring  at  the 
present  time. 


DEPARTMENTS    OF    HISTORV. 

What  may  be  termed  the  history  of  Boston  includes  a  wide 
range,  as  we  have  found  from  the  applicants  to  us  for  infor- 
mation respecting  the  different  departments  of  that  subject. 

Besides  the  mere  civic  history,  we  have  its  commercial 
history,  its  military,  industrial,  dramatic,  ecclesiastical,  finan- 
cial, legal,  educational,  topographical,  charitable,  medical, 
artistic,  musical,  insurance,  scientific  and  architectural  history 
to  demand  our  attention.  Each  one  of  these  is  of  importance 
in  itself,  and  such  portion  as  may  be  preserved  or  advanced 
by  our  effort  is  of  value  to  those  interested  in  such  special 
department.  Notwithstanding  Boston's  early  history  has 
been  recorded  by  past  and  present  historians  of  scholarly 
ability,  who  have  ransacked  every  known  authority  in  the 
preparation  of  their  works,  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  antiqua- 
rians that  many  matters  that  are  now  of  prime  importance  to 
historical  record  were  undiscovered,  overlooked  or  neglected, 
and  the  diligent  searcher  of  the  present  time  is  continually 
bringing  forward  discoveries  that  are  of  great  importance 
now,  which  early  writers  deemed  of  no  interest  to  future 
generations. 

This  city  has  reached  an  age  when  its  history  is  becoming 
yearly  more  and  more  interesting,  not  only  to  its  own  citizens, 
but  to  intelligent  people  all  over  the  world.  The  principal 
seat  of  the  early  English  Colonial  Government,  the  point 
where  the  first  opposition  to  royal  oppression  was  manifested, 
the  scene  of  the  most  stirring  events  that  led  to  the  American 
Revolution,  the  birthplace  of  American  Independence,  the 
theatre  of  noted  acts  in  Revolutionary  days,  it  is  the  first 
point  in  this  country  to  which  the  student  of  American 
history  turns,  and  which  the  intelligent  and  well-read  tourist  is 
filled  with  a  desire  to  visit.  It  should  need  no  argument  to 
prove  the  value  of  the  work  which  this  Society  is  doing,  to 
those  who  carefully  investigate  the  matter ;  and  happily  we 
have  been  able  to  enlist  the  attention  of  many  who  have 
hitherto  considered  it  a  matter  of  mere  sentiment. 

We  may  hope  to  preserve  not  only  the  acts  but  the  names 
and  biographies  of  Boston  citizens  who  have  been  influential 


in  promoting  and  advancing  her  interests,  which  but  for  our 
care  might  pass  away  or  not  receive  the  credit  that  belongs 
to  them.  F'or  the  preservation  of  ancient  landmarks  that 
have  not  become  actual  obstructions  to  real  progress,  we  may 
be  sure  of  the  same  gratitude  of  those  who  shall  come  after 
us  that  we  feel  toward  those  of  our  predecessors  who  were 
thoughtful  in  that  direction  and  have  left  us  something  actu- 
ally to  illustrate  history  with. 

But  we  are  not  obliged  to  console  ourselves  with  what 
posterity  may  think  of  our  work  ;  we  can  point  to-day  to  the 
patriotic  instruction,  the  interesting  entertainment,  invaluable 
information,  attractive  collection  of  historic  mementoes,  valu- 
able library  and  historic  essays  of  this  Society,  as  positive 
advantages  to  our  city  that  cannot  be  overrated. 

The  real  value  of  this  voluntary  service  performed  con 
amove,  and  its  importance,  is  doubtless  patent  to  a  majority 
of  those  who  listen  to  this  address  or  who  will  read  its  printed 
pages,  but  it  needs  that  repeated  attention  be  directed  thereto 
in  these  days  of  rapidly  changing  events,  fierce  business 
competition,  and  multifarious  affairs  that  crowd  upon  the 
attention,  in  order  that  the  service  may  receive  its  proper 
encouragement  and  in  no  degree  be  lost  to  sight. 

WORK    AND    EXPENSES. 

What  we  have  already  accomplished,  with  our  very  limited 
means,  and  at  first  in  face  of  considerable  doubt  and  some 
opposition,  has  been  placed  before  you  in  previous  Reports. 
It  is  what  we  may  and  are  expected  to  do,  to  which  I  call 
your  attention.  Having  seen  some  of  the  results  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Society,  the  privileges  of  which  are  circum- 
scribed by  neither  sect,  sex  or  politics,  it  will  be  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  public  at  large  will  expect  us  to  enlarge  our 
scope,  or  at  least  to  perfect  and  systematize  certain  branches 
of  our  work.  To  effect  this,  I  am  constrained  to  repeat,  at 
the  risk  of  becoming  pertinacious,  the  necessity  of  a  larger 
fixed  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  devoted  to  the 
legitimate  expenses  of  the  Society,  which  are  now  met  en- 
tirely by  the  membership  fees,  leaving  little  or  nothing  for 
the  purchase  of  valuable  historic  books  or  documents  respect- 
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ing  Boston's  history,  and  not  sufficient  to  properly  recompense 
those  whom  we  desire  to  employ. 

It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  state,  that  a  slender  Pactolian 
stream  has  started,  and  has  grown  slightly  in  size,  which 
encourages  the  hope  that  it  may  be  a  financial  flood,  some 
day,  of  sufficient  volume  to  float  our  bark  in  safety. 

The  Life  Membership  Fund  now  amounts  to  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  suggestion  that  I  made,  that  a  subscription 
of  $25,000  be  raised  among  five  Boston  capitalists  or  among 
any  greater  number  who  felt  sufficient  local  pride  and  patriot- 
ism respecting  their  city,  to  contribute  to  a  fund,  the  interest 
alone  of  which  should  be  used,  has  not  been  carried  out. 
Certain  friends  of  the  Society  have,  however,  voluntarily 
come  forward  and  contributed  small  sums,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $1,000. 

These  amounts  were  given  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  Society  and  the  furtherance  of 
its  work.' 

We  have  also,  according  to  the  newspapers,  had  the  sum  of 
$4,000  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  late  Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  a 
member  of  our  Board  of  Directors.  These  sums,  added  to 
the  Life  Membership  Fund,  make  a  fund  of  about  i^  10,000,  a 
good  beginning.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Boston  business  men, 
and  certainly  native-born  Bostonians,  may  see  in  this  institu- 
tion an  object  worthy  to  be  placed  beyond  pinching  econ- 
omy, and  help  to  put  it  on  a  stronger  financial  footing. 

This  generous  bequest  is  the  first  legacy  the  Society  has 
received.     Mr.  Sawyer  was  a  practical  business  man  of  long 

I  These  contributions  were  made  by  tlie  following  parties,  viz: 

Robert  B.  Brigham,         .         .     jgioo.oo  Henry  Pelham  Curtis,     .         .  ^40.00 

100.00  Curtis  Guild,  ....  40.00 

100.00  Samuel  H.  Russell,         .         .  40.00 

50.00  Dennison  Manufacturing  Co., 

50.00  11.   B.  Dennison,  President,  40.00 

50.00  James  I).  Perkins,  .         .  40.00 

40.00  Samuel  E.  Sawyer, .         .         .  40.00 

40.00  T.  O.  II.  P.  Burnham,     .         .  40.00 

40.00  Levi  L.  Willcutt,     .         .         .  40.00 

40.00  Edward  Wheelwright,     .         .         40.00 

40.00     Cash, 10.00 

40.00  

;i5i,o6o.oo 


B.  P.  Cheney, 

George  G.  Kennedy, 

Mrs.  Catharine  Page  Perkins, 

Mrs.  \Vm.  W.  Warren, 

Henry  L.  Pierce, 

Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

John  M.  Clark, 

Wm.  W.  Warren,    . 

Geo.  O.  Carpenter, . 

Benjamin  F.  Stevens, 

Edward  A.  White,  . 

Making  a  total  of 


experience,  and  during  his  connection  with  our  institution 
took  great  interest  in  its  work,  examined  its  management 
carefully,  and  expressed  himself  as  much  gratified  with  it  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  on  ;  his  gift  is  a  substan- 
tial evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  one  of  Boston's  most  re- 
spected and  enterprising  business  men,  a  valued  member  of 
this  Society,  whose  loss  is  keenly  felt. 

ADMISSION    OF    WOMEN    TO    MEMBERSHIP. 

The  past  year  has  been  signalized  by  the  settlement  of  the 
delayed  question  on  the  admission  of  women  to  active  mem- 
bership. This  movement  was  delayed  for  some  time  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  desirable  to  know  whether  it  could  be 
legally  done  under  our  charter,  and  also  whether  the  move 
was  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  a  decided  majority.  It 
was  found  that  a  decided  majority  favored  the  admission,  and 
that  it  was  legal;  and  on  March  12,  1889,  it  was  voted  that 
women  be  admitted  as  members. 

Though  some  doubts  were  expressed  at  first  upon  the  ad- 
visability of  the  measure,  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that 
many  of  our  most  noted  charitable  institutions  have  been 
firmly  established  by  the  efforts  of  women,  while  many 
patriotic  and  praiseworthy  affairs  in  Boston,  that  at  first  met 
lukewarm  reception,  were  carried  through  successfully  by 
their  efforts.  It  would  be  hard  to  believe  that  the  mothers, 
wives  and  daughters  of  l^oston's  citizens  do  not  share  to  a 
degree  any  of  the  enthusiasm  felt  for  the  old  city  by  their 
sons,  husbands  and  brothers.  Indeed,  it  is  but  justice  to  say 
since  our  ranks  were  opened  for  their  admission,  the  ladies 
that  have  joined  us  have  shown  themselves  to  be  as  fully 
alive  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  Society 
and  its  objects  as  the  most  active  male  members.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  measure  may  be  considered  a  desir- 
able one,  and  the  "annex"  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 
(Applause.) 

INCREASED     ACCOMMODATIONS     NEEDED. 

We  still  lack  room  for  the  proper  arrangement  of  valuable 
literary  matter  belonging    to    our  library,   which    should   be 
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bound  and  arranged  on  shelves,  so  as  to  be  easily  accessible. 
Our  collection  of  volumes  relating  to  Boston  is  already  of 
great  value,  and  with  suitable  accommodations  would  with- 
out doubt  be  largely  increased.  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that 
we  may,  at  no  distant  day,  receive  increased  accommodations 
in  this  building  through  the  favor  of  the  City  Government, 
who  may  maintain  it,  like  Independence  Hall  of  Philadelphia, 
entirely  as  a  public  Memorial  Building. 

The  Old  State  House  of  Boston  is  pre-eminently  an  edifice 
that  should  be  kept  as  a  purely  historical  and  memorial  struc- 
ture, and  as  free  from  business  occupancy  as  possible.  It  is 
the  most  historic  building  in  the  country  —  one  identified 
with  more  events  leading  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
than  any  other ;  the  one  in  which  and  about  which  early 
scenes  of  the  Revolution  were  enacted,  and  one  in  the  pre- 
servation of  which  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  inter- 
ested. If,  then,  this  could  eventually  be  made  a  grand  dei)osi- 
tory  and  museum  of  historic  relics,  with  a  library  of  volumes 
relative  to  Boston's  history,  maps  of  its  topography,  and  manu- 
scripts of  its  important  records,  and  a  convenient  hall  for 
lectures,  papers  and  discussions  germane  to  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  would  it  not  be  a  credit  to  Boston  and  an  advan- 
tage that  would  be  appreciated  and  applauded  by  the  citizens 
of  the  whole  country  .'* 

DEATH     OF     DISTINGUISHED     MEMBERS. 

It  is  sad  to  be  obliged  to  chronicle  the  death  of  so  many 
distinguished  men  during  the  past  year  who  have  lent  us 
their  aid  and  influence  as  members :  men  who  were  distin- 
guished in  their  various  walks  of  life,  and  whose  public  lives 
have  added  a  lustre  to  our  city  and  helped  to  maintain  its 
reputation  for  those  characteristics  which  good  men,  the 
world  over,  respect  and  honor.  Nor  are  their  high  deserts 
confined  to  the  boundaries  of  this  city  or  State  ;  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  us  to  be  able  to  name  as  our  associates,  fellow  mem- 
bers and  participants  in  this  work,  men  who  were  so  widely 
known  and  respected  as  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Francis  Winthrop 
Palfrey,  Jacob  Sleeper,  Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  Stanton  Blake,  J. 
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IngersoU  Bovvditch,  Henry  Austin  Whitney,  Eben  Dale, 
Robert  B.  Forbes  and  John  T.  Coolidge  —  a  roll  of  honorable 
names  whose  record  of  honorable  lives  challenges  admiration 
and  suffers  nothing  by  comparison.     (Applause.) 

In  o-lancine:  at  the  career  of  these  men,  whether  it  be  that 
of  the  merchant,  the  soldier,  the  philanthropist,  the  financier 
or  mariner,  we  can  but  see  that  each  in  his  turn  has  played 
some  important  part  connected  with  the  history  of  our  city, 
and  that  an  organization  which  can  thus  bring  together  those 
who  are  themselves  important  actors  in  the  great  drama  of 
life,  who  are  factors  that  help  to  make  the  history  of  the  pre- 
sent of  interest  to  the  future,  must  be  of  essential  service.  I 
refer  to  these  facts  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  what 
comes  within  the  scope  of  our  labor.  The  history  of  a  city. 
State  or  country,  must  be  to  a  large  extent  a  record  of  the 
deeds  of  its  noted  citizens,  statesmen  and  public  men. 

INDIVIDUAL    CO-OPERATION    REQUIRED. 

Nor  can  this  work  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  performed 
without  the  hearty  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  indivi- 
dual members  of  our  organization.  All  of  us  are  aware  that 
in  too  many  societies  members  consider  their  part  of  the  work 
done  for  the  year  when  the  annual  election  of  officers  has 
taken  place.  I  trust  such  an  impression  may  not  prevail 
here.  From  my  own  official  experience  I  can  state  that  very 
much  of  the  success  of  our  labor  depends  upon  the  aid  of 
members  ;  and  such  aid  and  suggestions  are  appreciated  by 
those  whom  you  honor  with  office  as  an  endorsement  of  their 
efforts  and  an  incentive  to  renewed  exertions.  Let  every 
member  feel  that  to  some  degree  he  or  she  is  personally  re- 
sponsible for  properly  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  this 
institution  was  established,  and  ultimate  success  may  as- 
suredly be  looked  for. 

We  can  confidently  point  to  the  fact  that  our  work  is  not  in 
the  least  degree  confined  to  advancing  private  interest.  Our 
collection,  our  library  of  reference,  and  other  historical  aids 
to  the  study  of  Boston's  history  —  whatever  we  may  bring 
forward  or  possess,  is  freely  open  to  all,  both  old  and  young, 
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of  all  sorts  and  conditions,  for  examination,  study  and  refer- 
ence, and  only  subject  to  such  rules  as  are  required  for  the 
proper  preservation  and  the  best  use  of  the  property. 

THE     OLD     STATE     HOUSE. 

That  the  Old  State  House  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
sights  of  Boston  is  evinced  by  the  number  of  strangers  who 
visit  these  historic  halls  :  although  not  one-third  of  the  visitors 
record  their  names  upon  the  Visitors'  Book,  yet  that  volume 
for  the  past  year  shows  a  record  of  over  17,000  names,  which 
is  about  double  the  number  recorded  on  the  books  of  Faneuil 
Hall.  Especial  gratification  is  expressed  by  those  coming 
from  distant  States  in  the  Union  at  the  opportunities  afforded 
them  to  visit  a  free  museum  of  American  history  such  as  is 
here  presented.  Teachers  of  schools  in  Boston  and  vicinity 
have  also  made  use  of  the  opportunity  here  afforded  to  give 
their  pupils  object-lessons  in  history  that  add  a  lively  interest 
to  the  printed  text-book. 

By  the  exercise  of  rigid  economy  we  are  able  to  begin  the 
year  free  of  debt  and  with  a  small  balance  in  the  treasury. 
It  would  seem  advisable,  however,  that  some  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  new  board  of  management  to  invest  securely 
the  Life  Membership  Fund  and  any  other  available  means 
that  may  be  conveniently  added  to  it,  in  order  that  the  inter- 
est may  be  used  to  meet  the  regular  expenses  of  the  Society. 

As  usual  you  will  be  given  the  details  of  the  Society's  work, 
its  financial  position,  the  condition  of  its  historical  collection, 
library,  etc.,  in  the  reports  of  the  Directors  and  the  several 
committees. 

In  conclusion,  I  trust  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  a  re- 
trospective view  of  the  Society's  work  and  a  glance  at  the 
position  that  it  at  present  occupies  in  the  public  estimation, 
give  us  all  increased  encouragement  to  continue  our  efforts 
"  to  promote  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  preserve 
its  antiquities." 
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REPORT    OF     THE    DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors,  presented 
their  Annual  Report,  which  was  accepted. 

Mr.  President  and  Ladies   and  Gentlemen  of   the  Bostonian 
Society :  — 

The  year  1889  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  Society. 
The  attendance  upon  our  meetings  has  been  larger  than  ever 
before,  and,  we  think,  the  appreciation  of  our  work  by  the 
general  public  has  been  steadily  increasing.  We  have  been 
making  constant  additions  to  our  collections  and  to  our 
library,  until  we  have  almost  reached  the  limits  of  our  space  ; 
while,  perhaps,  the  most  significant  indication  of  our  pros- 
perity is  one  which  we  share  in  common  with  all  prosperous 
and  thoroughly  alive  institutions,  whether  educational  or 
historical,  namely,  the  want  of  adequate  means  with  which  to 
cultivate,  as  we  should  be  glad  to  do,  the  field  which  we  have 
chosen  for  occupancy  and  improvement. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  these  historical  rooms  during  the 
year  just  closed,  who  registered  their  names,  was  17,595,  who 
have  been  classified  as  follows  : 


Residents  of  Boston, 

"  "    the  United  States, 

"  "    Foreign  Countries, 


17.595 
Our  present  membership  consists  of: 

Life  Members, 213 

Annual  Members,  .         .         .         ,         .         631 

844 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society  in  March,  it  was 
voted  by  a  large  majority,  "that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Society 
that  women  should  be  admitted  as  life  or  annual  members  on 
the  same  terms  as  men." 
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12,140 

732 
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Seven  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Society  during  the 
year,  as  follows  : 

February  12  :  "  The  South  Writing  School,"  by  Mr.  William 
Carver  Bates. 

April  9 :  "  A  Plea  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Relics  of 
Old  Boston,"  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee. 

May  14  :  "The  Development  of  the  Federal  Constitution," 
by  Mr.  Alonzo  Bond  Wentvvorth. 

June  II  :  "The  Old  P^ederal  Street  Theatre,"  by  Mr.  W. 
T.  W.  Ball. 

October  8  :  "  The  Old  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern,"  by  Mr. 
Edwin  Lasseter  Bynner. 

November  12  :  "Governor  Winthrop's  Homestead — The 
Green,"  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Andrews  Hill. 

December  10:  "The  Discovery  of  America  by  the  North- 
men," by  the  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter. 

The  only  publication  which  we  were  able  to  distribute 
among  our  members  during  the  year,  besides  the  usual  annual 
report,  was  the  monograph  on  "  The  Province  Seal  of  New 
Hampshire  under  William  and  Mary,  1692- 1694,"  read  by 
Mr.  James  Rindge  Stan  wood  at  the  monthly  meeting,  June 
12,  1888.  This  was  printed  by  private  subscription.  There 
are  several  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  which  should 
be  put  into  print  whenever  the  Directors  may  feel  justified 
in  incurring  the  necessary  expense. 

The  Necrology  for  1889  is  as  follows  : 

John  Theodore  Clark,   born  in   Boston,   November   5,  1820, 

died  in  Roxbury,  (Boston,)  February  5. 
Jonathan    Ingersoll   Bowditch,   born    in    Salem,    October    15, 

1806,  died  in  Jamaica  Plain,  (Boston,)  P^ebruary  19. 
Henry   Austin    Whitney,    born    in    Boston,   October  6,    1826, 

died  in  Boston,  February  21. 

Charles  Carruth,  born  in    North   Brookfield,    November  24, 

18 17,  died  in  Boston,  March  17. 
Cyrus  Woodman,  born  in   Buxton,  Me.,  June  2,  18 14,  died  in 

Cambridge,  March  30. 
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Jacob  Sleeper,  born   in   Newcastle,  Me.,  November   21,  1802, 
died  in  Boston,  March  31. 

Mortimer   Catlin   Ferris,  born   in    Svvanton,   Vt.,    March   26, 

18 18,  died  in  Brookline,  April  6. 

Stanton  Blake,  born  in   Boston,  May  8,  1837,  died  in  Boston, 
April  21. 

John    F.   Hartt,  born  in  Jamaica  Plain,    November  21,  1842, 

died  in  Chicago,  April  27. 
Charles  Woodward  Wilder,  born  in  Westminster,  January  16, 

1 8 19,  died  in  Boston,  May  2. 

Henry  Wilder   Foote,   born   in   Salem,  June  2,  1838,  died   in 

Boston,  May  29. 
Isaac  Bonney  Mills,  born   in   Boston,  December  7,  1826,  died 

in  Boston,  June  1 1. 

Thomas  Coffin  Amory,  born   in    Boston,   October    16,    18 12, 

died  in  Boston,  August  20. 
Eben  Dale,  born  in   Boston,  January  3,   1843,  died  in  Glou- 
cester, September  9. 
Frederick  William  Barry,  born  in   Boston,  December  8,  1851, 

died  in  Chelsea,  September  11. 
Franklin  Fiske   Heard,  born  in  Wayland,  January  17,  1825, 

died  in  Boston,  September  29. 
Robert   Bennet   Forbes,   born    in  Jamaica  Plain,  September 

18,  1804,  died  in  Boston,  November  23. 
Francis  Winthrop   Palfrey,  born   in  Boston.  April   11,   1831, 

died  in  Cannes,  France,  December  6. 
Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer,  born  in  Gloucester,  October  26,  1S15, 

died  in  Gloucester,  December  15. 

Horatio   Edward   Swasey,  born  in  Standish,  Me.,  October  23, 

1847,  died  in  Boston,  December  24. 
John    Templeman    Coolidge,    born    in    Newton,   January   26, 

1 8 10,  died  in  Boston,  December  27. 

Messrs.  Henry  Austin  Whitney,  Cyrus  Woodman,  Morti- 
mer Catlin  Ferris,  Stanton  Blake,  John  F.  Hartt,  and  Francis 
Winthrop  Palfrey  were  Life  Members  of  the  Society. 
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Almost  every  one  of  the  foregoing  names  is  representative 
of  that  which  is  most  honorable  and  useful  in  the  commercial 
and  professional  life  of  Boston,  as  well  as  in  the  maintenance 
of  its  philanthropic  activity  and  its  charities.  Mr,  Thomas 
Coffin  Amory  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society,  and  a 
member  of  its  Board  of  Directors  until  the  increasing  infir- 
mities of  advanced  age  prevented  his  further  attention  to  its 
concerns.  In  our  report  a  year  ago  his  resignation  as  a 
Director  was  mentioned.  Mr.  Samuel  Elwell  Sawyer  was 
chosen  a  Director  at  the  annual  meeting  a  year  ago.  He  felt 
a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  was  beginning 
to  give  time  and  thought  to  its  advancement,  when,  last  May, 
the  loss  of  his  wife  changed  all  the  currents  of  his  life.  He 
survived  a  little  more  than  half  a  year  ;  but  in  this  interval 
he  provided  for  the  distribution  of  his  large  estate  in  a  way 
that  will  keep  his  name  in  perpetual  remembrance  as  that  of 
a  noble,  generous  and  wisely  discriminating  giver,  and  will 
ensure  for  it  a  prominent  place  on  the  long  and  distinguished 
roll  of  Boston's  benefactors.  Our  own  Society  is  one  of 
those  which  were  remembered  by  him  in  his  will  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  his  example  in  this  respect  will  be  followed 
by  others,  who  feel  a  like  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society, 
and  a  like  regard  for  the  good  city  whose  history  and  fame  it 
is  our  privilege  here  to  illustrate  and  extend. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis  Guild 
John  T.   Hassam 
Samuel  H.   Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Wm.   WiLKiNS  Warren 
John  Lathrof 
George  O.  Carpenter. 

Boston,  January  14,    1890. 


REPORT    OF   THE    NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  presented  the  following:  — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  for  the  year  1890,  respectfully  propose  the 
following  names  :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer 
William  Clarence  Burrage 


Curtis  Guild 
Samuel  H.   Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 


For  Directors 

VVm.  Wilkins  Warren  ' 
John  Lathrop 
George  O.  Carpenter 
William  S.  Appleton 


Benjamin  C.  Clark 

For  the  Committee, 

Levi  L.  Willcutt, 

Chairviau. 

A  ballot  was  taken,  and  the  foregoing  list   of  candidates 
was  declared  to  have  been  elected. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  have  the  honor  to  report, 
that  the  public  interest  in  the  object  of  our  Society  has  been 
unabated  in  the  number  of  visitors,  and  in  gifts  and  loans,  all 
of  which  are  acknowledged  in  detail  in  the  appendix  to  the 
annual  report. 

Two  gifts  recently  received  by  the  Society  deserve  special 
mention.  The  first  is  an  official  document  on  parchment, 
bearing  the  sign  manual  of  James  II,  and  an  impression  of  the 
great  seal.     It  is  called  a  "fine,"  a  species  of  conveyance  known 


I  Mr.  Warren  died  January  23,  1890. 


to  the  English  law,  and  its  subject  was  Nathaniel  Newgate, 
or  Newdigate,  grandson  of  John,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Boston.  Nathaniel  described  himself,  November  22,  1688, 
as  of  the  city  of  London,  "at  present  sojourning  in  Boston," 
and  at  this  date  he  conveyed  the  farm  known  as  "Newgate's 
Farm,"  Rumney  Marsh,  to  Colonel  Samuel  Shrimpton.  We 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  William  Whitwell  Greenough  for  this  in- 
teresting document. 

The  second  of  the  gifts  referred  to,  is  a  delineation  of  Bos- 
ton and  its  neighborhood,  in  three  views,  taken  in  1764,  of 
which  it  is  said  by  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  their  Twentieth  Report  :  "  Such  a  recovery  of  the 
appearance  of  Boston,  prior  to  the  Revolution,  is  an  event  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  every  local  antiquary."  The  Direc- 
tors placed  so  high  an  estimate  upon  this  acquisition  that 
they  requested  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  to 
prepare  a  statement  in  reference  to  it ;  this  was  read  at  the 
December  meeting,  and  is  now  presented  as  a  part  of  this 
report :  — 

"  At  the  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  two  years  ago 
(December  13,  1887),  Mr.  Edward  L.  Pierce  read  to  us  from 
a  manuscript  journal  which  he  had  brought  from  Castle  How- 
ard not  long  before,  and  which  recorded  the  travels  of  Lord 
Morpeth  in  the  United  States  in  1841  and  1842,  selecting 
particularly  those  passages  in  which  the  writer  had  described 
his  visits  to  Boston  in  October  and  December  of  the  former 
year,  and  making  interesting  comments  upon  them.  The 
accomplished  and  excellent  nobleman,  who  was  the  writer  of 
this  journal,  was  liberal  in  his  politics,  and  came  to  this 
country  prepared  to  do  full  justice  to  whatever  might  fall 
under  his  observation  here.  He  had  been  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  but,  temporarily,  was  out  of  office  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  succeeded  his  father  as  Earl  of  Carlisle  in  1848  ; 
afterward  he  went  twice  to  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  that  difificult  position  with  much  acceptance. 
Charles  Sumner  had  made  his  acquaintance  in  England,  and 
an  exceptionally  warm  and  sympathetic  friendship  sprang  up 
between  the  two,  which  never  wavered  while  they  both  lived. 
In   1854,   Lord  Carlisle  published  'A  Diary  in  Turkish  and 
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Greek  Waters,'  an  edition  of  which  was  edited  by  Professor, 
afterward  President,  Felton.  We  very  much  wish  that  the 
present  Earl  would  authorize  the  preparation  of  the  American 
diary  for  the  press. 

"  A  few  months  since,  Mr.  Pierce  again  visited  Castle 
Howard,  and  his  host  manifested  his  friendly  disposition 
towards  Boston,  which  would  seem  to  have  become  heredi- 
tary in  the  family,  by  presenting  to  him  several  engraved  por- 
traits, together  with  three  water-color  drawings,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  might  be  deposited  in  some  appropriate  place 
in  this  city.  Mr.  Pierce  decided  to  give  these  pictures  to  the 
Bostonian  Society,  and  we  have  the  gratification  of  receiving 
them  formally  from  him  on  this  occasion. 

"The  Directors  attached  so  much  importance  to  this  gift, 
and  especially  to  the  old  pictures  of  Boston  as  a  most  val- 
uable and,  perhaps,  unique  contribution  to  our  topographical 
collection,  that  it  was  decided  to  submit  a  statement  to  the 
Society  in  reference  to  them.  They  bear  the  date  of  1764, 
and  on  the  back  of  one  of  them  has  been  written,  by  the  late 
or  some  previous  owner  of  them  at  Castle  Howard,  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum,  in  pencil :  — 

'*  '  These  3  drawings  of  Boston  are  by  R,  Byron,  1764. 

"  '  I  believe  Capt,  Richard  Byron,  R.  N.,  brother  of  Admi- 
ral John  Byron,  who  was  grandfather  of  the  poet  ;  he  was 
brother  to  Isabella  Byron,  Lady  Carlisle,  and  uncle  to  Fred- 
erick, Lord  Carlisle,  who  was  commissioner  to  the  U.  S., 
1779.' 

"  Before  we  speak  of  the  drawings,  it  seems  fitting  that  a  few 
words  be  said  in  reference  to  their  author  and  his  family,  and 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  he  came  to  Boston  just 
one  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

"The  older  brother  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  was  the 
second  son  of  William,  fourth  Lord  Byron.  He  was  born  in 
1723,  and,  as  a  young  man,  he  was  to  have  circumnavigated 
the  globe  in  Lord  Anson's  squadron,  but  the  '  Wager,'  in 
which  he  sailed,  was  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  and 
he,  and  those  of  the  ship's  company  who  survived  with  him, 
suffered  almost  incredible  hardships  during  the  next  five 
years.  When,  at  length,  in  1746,  he  landed  in  England,  he,  and 
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the  captain  of  his  ship  and  another  officer,  were  utterly  desti- 
tute and  had  barely  enough  money  to  take  them  from  Dover  to 
London.  The  narrative  which  he  published  of  his  adventures 
and  sufferings  was  widely  read  at  the  time,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  books  of  the  kind  in  the  language.  We 
quote  a  few  sentences  from  the  closing  chapter  of  this  work, 
particularly  because  of  the  reference  which  they  contain  to 
the  sister  to  whom,  as  we  suppose,  the  drawings  before  us 
once  belonged  : 

" '  When  I  got  to  the  Borough,  I  took  a  wash  and  drove  to 
Marlborough  Street,  where  my  friends  had  lived  when  I  left 
England;  but  when  I  came  there  I  found  the  house  shut  up. 
Having  been  absent  so  many  years,  and  in  all  that  time  never 
having  heard  a  word  from  home,  I  knew  not  who  was  dead,  or 
who  was  living,  or  where  to  go  next;  or  even  how  to  pay  the 
coachman.  I  recollected  a  linen-draper's  shop,  not  far  from 
thence,  which  our  family  had  used.  I  therefore  drove  there 
next,  and  making  myself  known,  they  paid  the  coachman. 
I  then  enquired  after  our  family,  and  was  told  my  sister 
had  married  Lord  Carlisle,  and  was  at  that  time  in  Soho 
Square.  I  immediately  walked  to  the  house,  and  knocked  at 
the  door  ;  but  the  porter,  not  liking  my  figure,  which  was  half 
French,  half  Spanish,  [on  the  return  voyage  he  and  his  com- 
panions had  been  captured  by  the  French,  and  detained  for 
several  months  as  prisoners,]  with  the  addition  of  a  large  pair 
of  boots  covered  with  dirt,  he  was  going  to  shut  the  door  in 
my  face  ;  but  I  prevailed  with  him  to  let  me  come  in.  I  need 
not  acquaint  my  readers  with  what  surprise  and  joy  my  sister 
received  me.  She  immediately  furnished  me  with  money 
sufificient  to  appear  like  the  rest  of  my  countrymen  ;  till  that 
time  I  could  not  be  properly  said  to  have  finished  all  the  ex- 
traordinary scenes  which  a  series  of  unfortunate  adventures 
had  kept  me  in  for  the  space  of  five  years  and  upward.' 

"  The  poet  Byron,  relating  an  instance  of  the  troubles  en- 
countered by  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  thus 
characteristically  refers  to  the  hardships  endured  and  de- 
scribed by  his  ancestor  : 

"  '  His  sufferings  were  comparative 
To  those  related  in  my  grand-dad's  narrative.' 
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"  Captain  John  Byron  made  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the 
South  Seas  in  1764-66.  In  1769  he  was  appointed  governor 
of  Newfoundland.!  In  1779  he  fought  an  indecisive  battle 
against  D'Estaing  off  Grenada,  and  soon  after  was  made  vice- 
admiral.  He  died  in  1785.  His  son,  George  Anson,  on  the 
death  of  the  poet,  who  was  sixth  lord,  became  seventh  Lord 
Byron.     He  also  was  a  commander  in  the  navy. '-^ 

"So  constantly  had  John  Byron  to  contend,  on  his  various 
expeditions,  with  adverse  gales  and  dangerous  storms,  that 
he  was  nick-named  by  his  sailors  '  Foul-weather  Jack.'  It 
is  to  this  that  the  poet  alludes  in  his  '  Epistle '  to  his 
sister,  Augusta,  in  which  he  says,  more  respectfully  than  in 
the  lines  just  quoted,  and  most  pathetically  :  — 

"  '  A  strange  doom  is  thy  father's  soivs,  and  past 
Recalling  as  it  lies  beyond  redress, 
Reversed  for  him  our  grandsire's  fate  of  yore, 
He  had  no  rest  at  sea,  nor  I  on  shore.' 

"  Richard  Byron  was  born  in  1724.  In  the  Peerages  he  is 
described  as  rector  of  Houghton,  Durham,  and  a  Master  of 
Arts.  If  we  are  correct  in  our  identification  of  him,  he 
must  have  entered  the  Church  somewhat  late  in  life,  for  he 
was  forty  years  old  when  he  was  in  Boston,  and  according  to 
the  memorandum  on  one  of  his  drawings  he  attained  the  rank 
of  captain  before  retiring  from  the  service.  He  married  in 
1768,  and  his  son,  Richard,  who  became  a  rear  admiral  in  the 
royal  navy,  was  born  in  1769."      He  died  in  181 1. 

"  We  cannot  find  the  name  of  Richard  Byron  among  the  cap- 
tains of  the  royal  navy  whose  vessels  are  reported  as  cruising 
on  the  New  England  coast  in  1764.*  These  vessels  were  com- 

1  In  the  Boston  Public  Library  there  is  a  vohnne  of  manuscript  copies  of 
official  letters  and  orders,  issued  by  Admiral  Byron  while  Governor  and  Com. 
mander-in-chief  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  1769-177 1. 

2  George  Anson,  Lord  Byron,  made  a  voyage  to  the  Pacific  in  1824-25,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  home  the  bodies  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  who  had  died  during  a  visit  to  Great  Britain. 

3  The  crest  of  the  Byron  family  —  a  mermaid  —  seems  appropriate  in  view  of 
the  service  of  so  many  of  its  members  upon  the  sea. 

4  The  following  were  in  Boston  Harbor  in  1764:  the  frigate  "Cygnet,"  iS. 
Capt.  Leslie  ;  the  sloop  of  war  "  Fortune,"  14,  Capt.  Bishop  ;  the  sloop  of  war 
"Jamaica,"  14,  Capt.  Burden;  the  schooner  "Magdalene,"  8,  Capt.  Dugdale;  the 
"Maidstone,"  Capt.  Antrobus. 


ingand  going  to  and  from  Boston  Harbor  during  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and  sometimes  three  or  four  of  them  would  be 
riding  at  anchor  together  in  what  was  then  called  King-Road. 
Their  task  was  to  protect  the  imperial  revenue,  and  to  awe 
the  people  of  the  colonies  into  submission  to  the  taxation 
measures  which  Parliament  had  begun  to  pass  for  their  gov^- 
ernment.  Early  in  the  year,  a  gentleman  in  London  said  in 
a  letter  to  a  correspondent  in  New  York,  that  '  he  could 
write  nothing  agreeable  ;  that  there  would  soon  be  sent  over  a 
parcel  of  Marmadonian  ravens,  who  would  rip  up  and  feed 
upon  the  very  vitals  of  the  people  ;  such  as  officers  of  stamp 
duties,  appraisers  of  lands,  furniture  and  other  goods  ;  and  that 
the  Ministry  were  determined  to  make  the  colonists  pay  for 
the  peace  which  they  liked  so  well'  On  the  29th  of  March 
the  frigate  '  Juno'  arrived  at  New  York,  bringing  several 
lieutenants  of  the  navy  to  command  cutters  on  the  coast, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  Custom  House  was  not  de- 
frauded. The  country  was  on  the  eve  of  revolution,  and  the 
people  of  Boston,  especially,  were  rapidly  advancing  towards 
the  point  of  opposition  to  the  home  government  by  force 
of  arms.  James  Otis  had  made  his  memorable  speech  in 
this  chamber  against  the  proposed  writs  of  assistance,  not 
long  before  ;  and  in  the  following  year,  1765,  there  was  to 
be  a  popular  demonstration  against  the  Stamp-Act,  when  one 
crown  oflicial  would  be  burnt  in  effigy,  and  the  houses  of  two 
others  would  be  sacked.  VVe  suppose  Richard  Byron  to  have 
been  an  ofificer  on  board  one  of  the  cruisers  which  visited 
these  waters  at  this  critical  period  ;  and,  if,  indeed,  he  took 
orders  in  the  Church  of  England  two  or  three  years  later,  we 
can  easily  believe  that  he  was  a  man  of  peace  rather  than 
of  strife,  and  that  he  took  much  more  satisfaction  in  his  pur- 
suits as  an  amateur  artist,  than  in  the  perfunctory  perfor- 
mance of  what  was  required  of  him  as  an  officer  of  the  navy, 
in  the  enforcement  of  obnoxious  laws  upon  an  unwilling  peo- 
ple. Be  this  as  it  may,  he  employed  his  leisure  hours  in 
making  some  sketches,  perhaps  more  than  these  three,  of 
Boston  and  its  neighborhood,  which,  on  his  return  to  En"- 
land,   he   gave  to  his  sister,   Lady  Carlisle,  and   which   have 


been  resting  among  the  treasures  of  Castle  Howard  for  more 
than  a  century. 

"We  come  now  to  speak  of  the  drawings  themselves.  The 
interest  and  importance  which  attach  to  them  as  illustrations 
of  Boston  in  the  last  century,  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
remembered  that  only  two  views  of  Boston  are  known  to  be  in 
existence  of  an  earlier  date  than  1764,  namely,  the  picture  of 
William  Price  of  1725,  reproduced  in  1743,  and  Governor 
Pownal's  of  1757.^  By  a  comparison  of  Captain  Byron's 
drawings  now  before  us,  which  are  originals,  with  the  copies 
extant  of  those  earlier  pictures,  their  substantial  accuracy 
both  in  general  effect  and  in  details  is  made  apparent,  while, 
compared  especially  with  Governor  Pownal's  view,  their  range 
is  more  comprehensive,  and  their  execution  more  artistic. 
The  first  in  the  order  in  which  we  shall  name  them,  bears  the 
following  in  the  handwriting  of  the  author:  'View  of  the 
Long  Warf  and  Part  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston  in  New  Eng- 
land America  R.  Byron  ft.'  This  picture  seems  to  have 
been  taken  from  Fort  Hill,  looking  across  the  Town  Cove. 
There  are  shipyards  on  the  left,  under  the  hill,  and  before  us, 
in  the  cove,  we  have  the  site  of  the  streets  and  wharves  now 
lying  to  the  east  of  Kilby  Street,  Merchants  Row  and  Dock 
Square,  including  that  of  the  present  Custom  House,  also,  per- 
haps, some  remains  of  the  old  sea  wall,  the  construction  of 
which  was  authorized  in  i673,and  which,  in  168 1,  had  been  built 
and  almost  finished,  at  great  cost,  pains  and  hazard  to  the  un- 
dertakers, for  the  safety  of  the  town  and  of  his  Majesty's  col- 
ony in  the  possible  event  of  invasion  by  sea.  ^ 

"The  second  drawing  is  inscribed:  'View  of  the  South 
End  of  Boston  in  New  England  America  and  of  the  Neck 
taken  from  the  Hill  N.  E.  of  the  Common  R.  Bvron  ft.' 
This  hill,  we  suppose,  was  Cotton  Hill,  whose  ancient  sum- 
mit, fixed  by  Drake  at  the  southerly  termination  of  Pember- 
ton  Square,  rose  eighty  feet  above  the  pavement  of  to-day. 
Looking  toward  the  right,  we  have  a  strip  of  the  Common, 

1  What  is  known  as  the  Carwitham  View  is  probably  of  a  later  date  than  the 
Byron  drawings. 

2  See  Mem.  History  of  Boston.  Vol.  I,//.  226,  227. 
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with  the  Back  Bay.  On  the  left  are  the  South  Bay  and 
Dorchester  Bay,  with  the  Blue  Hills  beyond.  Hollis  Street 
meeting-house  stands  in  the  foreground,  and  the  shape  and 
course  of  the  Neck  are  clearly  defined,  a  windmill  rising  at 
the  Roxbury  end,  and  Dorchester  meeting-house  in  the  dis- 
tance. To  the  left  is  the  old  powder-house,  and  on  the  right, 
on  the  Common,  a  knoll  is  represented,  which  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  some  of  our  local  antiquarians. 

"The  third  picture  bears  the  following  description  :  '  View 
of  the  North  End  of  Boston  in  New  England  America  and 
of  Charles-Town  taken  from  the  Hill  Westward  of  the  Bea- 
con R.  Byron  ft.'  The  third  or  westernmost  peak  of  Tri- 
mountain  was  called  at  different  times  West  Hill,  Copley's 
Hill,  Mount  Vernon,  and  other  names  less  generally  known. 
We  here  see  before  us  Barton's  Point,  perhaps,  Charles  River, 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  and  Breed's  and  Bunker's  Hills  in 
the  rear.  To  the  left  of  the  Charlestown  meeting-house  we 
may  have  a  suggestion  of  the  great  house,  so  called,  which 
with  the  rest  of  the  town  was  destroyed  by  fire,  June  17, 
1775.  On  the  rising  ground  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  pic- 
ture is  the  site  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  beyond  which  lies  the 
territory  reclaimed  from  the  sea  upon  which  the  enormous 
traffic  of  our  northern  railroad  stations  is  carried  on. 

"  We  have  not  proposed  to  write  an  exhaustive  description 
of  these  old  pictures,  but  simply  to  give  an  outline  of  what 
they  comprise,  for  the  information  of  those  interested.  We 
hope  that  those  of  our  members  who  are  authorities  upon 
questions  relating  to  our  local  topography,  will  favor  the 
Society  and  the  public  with  the  result  of  such  study  of  them 
as  they  may  find  it  convenient  to  make. 

"  Congratulating  the  Society  upon  this  valuable  acquisition, 
—  the  precursor,  we  may  hope,  of  other  donations  from  the 
collections  in  other  historical  English  homes,  the  following 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pierce,  and,  through  him,  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle,  is  proposed  :  — 

"  Voted,  that  the  Bostonian  Society  hereby  expresses  its 
cordial  thanks  to  the  Honorable  Edward  L.  Pierce,  for  present- 
ing to  it  three  water-color  drawings  by  Captain  Richard  Byron, 
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R.  N.,  and  several  portrait  engravings,  sent  to  this  city  by 
the  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  and  that  Mr.  Pierce 
be  requested  to  express  to  Lord  Carlisle,  in  behalf  of  this 
Society,  its  hearty  appreciation  of  his  valuable  gift." 

The  Committee  would  say  in  closing,  that  the  small  amount 
of  fifty  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents  is  all  that  the  Com- 
mittee has  expended  in  the  past  year  out  of  an  appropriation 
of  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Committee, 


Samuel  H.   Russell, 

Chainnaji. 


January  13,  1890. 
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Donors. 

Number  brought  forward,   . 
Hill,  Don  Gleason 
Hassani,  John  T. 
Huntoon,  Mrs.  D.  T.  V.,  Canton 

Monks,  K.  G 

Massachusetts,  State  of 

MacDonald,  Edw. 
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Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
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I 

I 
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Signed  : 


Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 


The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  will  be 
found  on  another  page. 


Adjourned. 


Wm.  Clarence  Burrage, 

Clerk. 
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DKSCRrPTION. 


Andrews,  Mrs.  S.  L.    ILithog. 
Burrage,  Wm.  C.  jHeliotype. 

Cabot,  Francis,  Sec.      Lead. 


Chandler,  Mrs.  B.  F.    Paper. 

Clark,  J.  T..  Est. 

Curtis,  Henry  P.  iPhoto. 


Eustis,  Wm.  T. 

Paper. 

Folsom,  A.  A. 

Photo.           1 

Hassam,  F.  F. 

Lithog. 

Hatch,].  B.,E.xr.  Est. 

Broadside. 

of  E.  T.  Hastings. 

Knapp,  PL  E. 

Lithog. 

" 

Cert. 

MacDonald,  Edw. 

Wood. 

(<              >< 

Iron. 

Manning.  F.  H. 

Photo. 

Marvin,  W.  T.  R. 

Gold  Plated. 

;Gilt. 

Perkins,  Mrs.  RichardlSilver,  etc. 
i 
"  '•  "        Paper. 

"  "  "       'Crockery. 

"  "       iLithos. 


MinoPs  Light,  framed  in  the  wood  of  the 
Old  Light  House. 

Commission  to  Col.  Benj.  Pollard,  issued  by 
the  .Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  April  7, 
1738- 

Box  and  contents  placed  under  the  corner 
stone  of  the  Merchants"  Exchange,  Aug. 
2,  1841. 

Crayon  Portrait  of  Alexander  Parris,  Archi- 
tect.    W.  E.  Chickering,  Artist. 

About  250  Ancient  Theatre  Programmes. 

Gen.  Sam'l  AL  Ouincy,  as  Mayor  of  New 
Orleans. 

40  Photos,  old  Boston. 

Variety  of  Certificates  and  Circulars. 

Honourable  Artillery  Company  of  London. 

Recruiting  Scene,  Old  South  Church  Yard, 
1862. 

Bloody  Butchery  of  the  British  Troops,  Con- 
cord, April  ig,  1775. 

Ancient  Boston,  1850. 

Ladies'  School,  18 18. 

Carved  sign  in  shape  of  two  doves. 

Door  Knocker,  marked  Thomas  Whitman, 
124  Prince  St. 

Daniel  Webster. 

Medal  commemorating  the  250th  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Settlement  of  Boston. 

Medal  Old  Guard  of  New  York.  Worn  in 
250th  Anniversary  Parades  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Co. 

Cigar  Lighter  and  Wine-glass  Tray,  formerly 
owned  by  Gov.  Hancock. 

Letter  from  John  Hancock  to  Daniel  Perkins, 
his  uncle,  London,  March  2,  1761. 

Cup  formerly  owned  by  Gov.  Hancock. 

Portrait  of  Wm.  Wirt. 
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DONOR. 

DESCRIPTION. 

Phelps  family,  bv  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Bulfinch. 

Cloth, 

etc. 

Complete  uniform  and  equipments  worn  by 
Capt.    C.   P.    Phelps,   as    Commander  of 
the  Boston  Hussars,  1811  to  1818. 

Pratt.  Dr.  J.  F. 

Paper. 

Ancient    bill,    Cromwell's    Head     Tavern, 
School  street,  Boston. 

Putnam,  H.  W.,  Exr. 

J.  H.  Hunneman. 
Richards  &  Co.,  H.M. 

Tin. 

Metal. 

Lantern  which  hung  on  the   Libert\-  Tree, 

1766. 
Three  medals  worn  by  Committees  of  the 

Legislature  to  Philadelphia.  1887;  Ohio, 

1888  ;  New  York,  1889. 

Rosenthal,  A. 

Engraving. 

George  Washington. 

Rowlands,  Walter 

HeIiot\ 

■pe. 

Charles  I,  King  of  England. 

Spiller,  \Vm.  H. 

Photo. 

Old  Powder  House,  West  Somerville. 

Spooner,  Nathaniel 
White,  Edward  A. 

Paper. 
Lithog 

Autograph  Letters  of  Daniel  Webster,  Peleg 

Sprague,  and  Chief  Justice  Shaw. 
Old  Feather  House,  Dock  Square. 

Win-sor,  Justin 

Engraving. 

General  Haldiniand. 

LOANS 
TO  THE  SOCIETY'S  COLLECTION,   1889. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Jeffries,  Dr.  B.  Joy 
Oliver,  E. 


Oil  Paint'g.  John  Jeffries.     S.  P.  Hodgdon  j2J//«-. 

Broadside.  Dr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Blanchard's  Fifth  Bal- 

'  loon  Voyage. 

Plav  Bill.  Tremont   Theatre,  Miss    Ellen  Tree,  Nov. 

i  28,  1837. 

The  Park  Family,  New- Oil  Paint'g.  I  Dr.  John  Park,  born  Windham,  N.  H.,  Jan. 

ton.                              I  7,  1775.     I^ied  March  3,  1852. 
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BOSTONIAN     SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO   PROMOTE    THE   STUDY  OF    THE   HISTORY  OF  BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 


BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS.  » 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their 
power,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift, 
loan  or  purchase,  books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such 
other  suitable  means,  as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

11. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons, 
either  resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been 
proposed  and  accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting 
by  the  Directors,  be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY    AND    CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings 
of  the  Society,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION    FEE    AND    ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes  ;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect 
to  pay  his  admission  fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after 
the  same  is  due,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any 
time  when  the  Directors  shall  so  order. 

The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year 
by  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of 
the  Society ;  life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  en- 
titled  to  all   the  rights  and  privileges  of  annual  members.      The 
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money  received  for  such  life  memberships  shall  constitute  a  fund,  of 
which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together  with  the  annual 
income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  every  month,  excepting  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint. 
Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction 
of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business. 
All  committees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President, 
a  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and 
shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from 
their  number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof. 

The   offices   of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same 

person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk 
or  Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a 
Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 
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IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee 
of  three  persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  a  list  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these 
officers,  a  President//"'^  tiwiporc  shall  be  chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES    OF    THE    CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an 
exact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and 
place  on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES    OF    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and 
pay  all  bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a 
book  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Directors  ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 
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XIII. 

DUTIES   AND    POWERS    OF    DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and 
executive  business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures 
of  money ;  fix  all  salaries ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act 
upon  all  resignations  and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that 
the  By-Laws  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required 
in  the  premises. 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list 
to  be  returned  to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
and  certify  to  its  correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-com- 
mittees as  they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  ofiice  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they 
shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer /r<?  tempore  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS    OF    DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President ;  special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  they  may  appoint ;  and  four  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
two  Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures 
of  money. 


46 
XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
four  standing  committees  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 
A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be 
members  ex  officio^  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of 
the  Rooms,  (except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,)  offered  as  gifts  or  loans ;  the  hanging  of 
pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections 
in  their  department. 

Committee  ofi  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read, 
or  other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 
Society. 

Committee  oti  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information 
in  relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  mem- 
bership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Library,  including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manu- 
scripts and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts 
or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies,  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during 
their  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS    TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meet- 
ing, by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
They  may  also  be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting, 
provided  notice  of  the  same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting 
issued  by  the  Clerk  and  sent  to  every  member. 
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BOSTON  IAN  SOCIETY. 


TExNTH    ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society  was 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  on 
Tuesday,  January  13,  1891,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  President,  Mr. 
Curtis  Guild,  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  monthly  meeting  was  read  and 
approved. 

Several  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Society  were  elected, 
after  which  the  President  addressed  the  Society  as  follows  : 

PRESIDENT    GUILD'S    ADDRESS. 

Ftllcw  Members  of  the  Bostonian    Soeiety  : 

"  The  labor  we  delight  in  physics  pain,"  wrote  the  bard  of 
Avon,  and  our  more  modern  poet  tells  us 

"  No  endeavor  is  in  vain. 
Its  reward  is  in  the  doing." 

When,  therefore,  we  arrive  at  one  of  these  halting  places,  as 
it  were,  in  our  career,  one  of  the  points  at  which  we  pause  to 
survey  what  we  have  been  doing,  to  take  fresh  encouragement 
in  the  labor  we  are  at  present  engaged  in,  and  to  look  in 
advance  at  what  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future,  it  is  well 
to  consider  if  our  efforts  are  of  the  practical  and  useful  char- 
acter to  promote  and  carry  forward  the  objects  of  our  Society. 
Those  objects  have  been  so  often  commented  upon  by 
other  speakers  to  whom  we  have  had  the  honor  to  listen,  as 
well  as  rehearsed  and  their  various  bearings  explained  in  suc- 
cessive annual  addresses  by  your  President,  that  further  allu- 
sions  to   them    may   seem   like  the   repetition   of  a  familiar 


story.  But  there  are  some  things  that  age  cannot  stale  nor 
custom  wither ;  there  are  memories  that  should  be  kept  ever 
fresh  and  green,  deeds  and  examples  that  should  be  presented 
to  each  youthful  generation  to  keep  the  patriotic  spirit  alive, 
to  excite  laudable  ambition  and  an  emulation  of  grand  ex- 
ample ;  deeds  of  our  own  ancestors,  that  come  more  closely 
home  to  us  with  greater  effect  and  vividness  than  the  acts  of 
-other  nationalities.  It  is  but  a  just  tribute  that  acknowledg- 
ement should  often  be  made  of  the  benefits  we  now  enjoy, 
which  were  gained  by  the  sacrifices  of  those  who  won  and 
preserved  them  by  labor,  love  of  country,  and  patriotism,  or 
even  from  local  pride  in  their  native  city. 

Nor  are  the  events  that  have  made  Boston  a  city  of  note 
all  over  the  world  and  in  the  pages  of  history,  confined  to 
the  struggles  of  the  Colonies  for  a  National  Independence, 
and  the  acts  that  transpired  here  during  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  roster  of  military  chieftains  ma}^  be  brilliant, 
but  when  Science,  Theology,  Commerce,  Invention,  Labor, 
Art  and  Statesmanship  present  their  rolls  of  honor,  the  names 
of  old  Boston's  sons  will  be  found  foremost  in  the  brightest 
galaxies  of  the  constellation. 

The  history  of  the  great  men,  the  merchants,  statesmen, 
scholars  and  artisans  of  a  city,  is  to  a  large  extent  the  history 
of  that  city.  It  only  behooves  those  who  seek  to  preserve 
such  history,  to  see  that  it  is  a  record  of  those  who  are  truly 
great,  wise  and  heroic.  And  who  shall  claim  that  the  preser- 
vation of  such  a  record  and  all  that  pertains  to  it  is  not  inter- 
esting, praiseworthy,  and  full  of  real  value  and  practical 
instruction,  not  only  to  the  present  generation,  but  to  that 
which  is  fast  coming  forward  to  take  our  place  .'' 

To  me  it  is  a  matter  of  pride  to  be  connected  with  an 
organization  whose  ofifice  is  to  prevent  the  grand  deeds  of  our 
fathers  and  former  citizens  of  Boston  from  becoming  dimmed 
by  doubt  or  obscured  by  the  dust  of  time  ;  to  keep  before  the 
young  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  high-minded  merchants, 
artisans  or  legislators  ;  to  point  out  the  stirring  scenes  in  our 
great  panorama  of  progress  ;  to  recall  the  names  of  those 
who  wrought,  toiled  and  studied  for  mankind,  whose  love  for 
the  city  of  their  birth  or  their  adoption  shone  forth  in  many 


an  unselfish  deed  in  Fier  behalf,  and  who  by  their  acts  con- 
tributed so  much  to  add  to  the  honor  of  her  name.  An 
organized  effort  like  this  is  a  lofty  one  ;  it  rises  to  the  dignity 
of  positive  patriotism.  And  patriotism,  here  let  me  remark, 
is  the  characteristic  of  a  really  good  citizen,  and  the  noblest 
passion  that  animates  a  man  in  the  character  of  a  citizen. 
To  be  an  honorable,  upright  man  is  the  first  duty  of  an  Amer- 
ican who  aims  to  be  a  patriotic  citizen  ;  and  let  no  man  think 
his  position  too  humble  or  himself  too  obscure  in  this  respect ; 
for  the  force  of  honesty,  purity  of  intention  and  clear  char- 
acter, is  sure  to  make  its  influence  felt  whenever  it  appears. 
To  be  a  good  citizen  is  not  merely  to  obey  the  law  sufficiently 
to  avoid  arre.st,  to  pay  taxes  and  go  to  church  ;  it  is  incumbent 
upon  every  one  of  us  who  enjoys  the  privileges  of  our  govern- 
ment to  aid  and  advance  the  best  interests  of  that  govern- 
ment, not  only  by  example  but  by  individual  effort,  keeping 
true  to  the  real  law  of  right,  by  being 

"  As  warmly  prone 
To  grant  another''s  as  maintain  our  own." 

More  than  this  ;  historians  are  prone  to  make  a  faithful  record 
of  brilliant  and  startling  deeds,  events  of  such  grand  signifi- 
cance that  they  enforce  universal  recognition,  while  many 
instances  of  modest  enterprise,  courage,  self-sacrifice  and 
public  spirit  are  suffered  to  pass  by  unnoticed  ;  or,  long  after, 
when  their  beneficial  effects  begin  to  be  realized,  they  are 
recalled  in  an  imperfect  and  incomplete  manner,  not  even 
affording  the  tardy  justice  due  the  originator.  Abundant 
examples  have  appeared  in  pursuing  certain  portions  of  the 
history  of  Boston,  and  doubtless  those  who  listen  to  the 
words  spoken  in  this  hall  are  conscious  of  the  non-apprecia- 
tion of  many  a  grand  act  of  the  citizen  in  private  life,  which 
has  been  a  positive  advantage  to  the  city. 

I  have  frequently  spoken  of  the  utilitarian  as  well  as  the 
sentimental  character  of  our  organization,  and  feel  confident 
that  the  community  generally  must  appreciate  the  utility  of 
our  work  and  its  positive  advantage  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
Here  we  have  first,  an  interesting  collection  of  attractive, 
instructive,  historical  and  national  interest  ;    not   only  posi- 


tively  free  to  all,  but  its  care  and  support  guaranteed  by  an 
association  that  taxes  itself  for  this  purpose.  We  have  posi- 
tive evidence  that  our  collection  is  one  of  the  attractive 
features  of  Boston  ;  that  visitors  prolong  their  stay  in  the 
city  to  visit  it ;  that  it  is  of  service  to  Boston's  student, 
scholar  and  youth  as  aid,  instructor  and  profitable  entertainer. 
Not  only  do  we  have  assurances  to  that  effect  at  home,  but 
from  every  part  of  the  country, —  even  such  distant  points  as 
Texas  and  California,  where  residents  of  those  sections  ex- 
press their  gratification  that  an  association  like  ours  exists 
here,  where  the  history  of  the  republic  began,  which  has  thus 
far  been  of  so  much  service  in  the  preservation  of  mementoes 
and  records  of  incalculable  value. 

In  fact,  this  Society  performs  the  work  of  the  antiquarian, 
the  citizen,  the  schoolmaster,  the  patriot  and  the  historian  ; 
and  every  member  of  it  in  his  faithful  effort  to  carry  out  its 
objects,  while  doings  a  good  work  for  his  fellow  man,  is 
conscious  at  the  same  time  of  doing  a  good  work  for  himself. 
Good  Bostonians  need  no  special  appeal  to  continue  a  good 
work  like  this  ;  we  are  past  that  period.  The  fact  is  realized 
that  it  is  the  work  of  and  for  the  people,  and  no  exclusive  or 
special  organization.  Our  city  government  has  recognized 
this  fact,  and  the  representatives  of  other  city  governments 
who  have  visited  these  halls  have  on  their  return,  called  the 
attention  of  their  own  citizens  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  having  a  depository  specially  devoted  to  their  own  local 
history,  as  shown  in  their  progress  as  municipalities,  and  the 
lives  and  enterprise  of  their  pi^ominent  citizens. 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  express  our  deep  obligations  to 
those  gentlemen  who  have  from  time  to  time  read  historical 
papers  before  the  Society.  Many  of  these  papers  have  been 
important  contributions  to  Boston's  history  ;  all  have  been 
gratuitously  furnished,  and  all  have  been  listened  to  by  large 
audiences  ;  the  continuance  of  this  feature,  with  others  of  an 
attractive  nature,  will  serve  to  render  our  meetings  of  unfailing 
interest. 

The  members  of  this  Society,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging,  are  good  examples  of  typical  Bostonians. 
They  are  proud  of  her  early  history,  gratified  at  her  progress, 


enthusiastic  over  her  institutions  of  art,  science  and  litera- 
ture ;  appreciate  her  financial  and  commercial  importance  ; 
point  to  the  career  of  her  public  men  as  worthy  of  emulation, 
encourage  and  contribute  liberally  to  her  great  charitable 
institutions,  and  rejoice  in  the  long  array  of  orators,  artists, 
merchants,  scholars,  authors,  savants,  poets,  generals  and 
statesmen  that  shine  on  the  pages  of  our  country's  history, 
the  product  of  Boston  institutions,  Boston  culture  and 
education.  It  is  well  that  it  is  so,  for  next  to  national  pride 
should  come  local  pride,  and  with  it  the  effort  to  make  the 
locality  worthy  of  that  pride,  and  that  individual  section  a 
worthy  portion  of  the  great  Republic  as  a  whole.  And  as 
patriotic  Americans  in  every  part  of  the  country  to-day  look 
upon  the  rights,  blessings  and  liberties  won  for  them  by  the 
fathers  as  a  part  of  their  heritage  by  right,  so  claim  they  the 
same  right  with  ourselves  to  the  localities  hallowed  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Republic  by  the  acts  of  those  who 
pledged  life  and  fortune  to  obtain  those  liberties. 

Among  these  are  Bunker  Hill,  Faneuil  Hall,  Copp's  Hill, 
the  Old  South,  Boston  Common  and  the  Old  State  House.  The 
latter  is  the  most  historic  building  on  this  continent,  standing 
as  it  does,  looking  down  into  the  Puritan  and  Colonial  forum,  in 
and  around  which  were  enacted  some  of  the  most  noted 
events  in  our  country's  past.  These,  and  other  historic  pos- 
sessions within  our  city's  limits,  actually  represent  an  invested 
capital  of  millions  of  dollars  to  Boston  and  New  England. 
Remove  them,  and  the  actual  loss  in  the  dollars  and  cents 
left  by  the  numerous  pilgrims  who  visit  them  for  instruction, 
interest,  or  even  for  curiosity  or  sentiment,  would  I  think  be 
at  once  appreciable. 

It  is  well,  perhaps,  that  our  Society  is  a  popular  and  by  no 
means  exclusive  one.  Our  National  Government  depends 
upon  the  people  and  upon  them  alone.  If  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  defend,  sustain  and  maintain  its  just  authority,  it  will 
soon  fall  to  decay.  The  life  and  prosperity  of  a  Republic 
cannot  rest  on  the  life  and  influence  of  any  one  man  or  one 
clique  of  men,  and  long  continue  ;  it  must  have  the  support 
of  the  people.  So  in  an  organization  like  ours,  it  is  fortunate 
that  its  membership  is  so  easy  of  access,  that  its  objects  are 
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of  such  popular  character,  that  it  is  the  people  themselves 
who  are  promoting  the  study  of  Boston's  history,  preserving 
valuable  landmarks  and  mementoes,  and  affording  instruction 
to  themselves  and  their  fellow  citizens ;  instruction  and  mem- 
ories that  tend  to  keep  alive  patriotism  and  advance  citizen- 
ship. 

But  while  we  as  good  citizens  preserve  the  antiquities  of 
Boston,  and  point  to  the  lessons  of  the  past,  it  behooves  us 
to  be  none  the  less  watchful  of  the  present,  that  we  may 
leave  behind  us  something  that  will  be  a  credit  and  not  a 
reproach  to  the  Bostonians  of  to-day  ;  that  every  step  shall 
be  an  advance  in  the  construction  of  streets,  monuments, 
public  buildings,  public  parks  and  private  edifices.  How  deep 
a  feeling  exists  on  the  importance  of  the  supervision  of  such 
action  as  relates  to  statues  and  monuments  in  our  public 
parks  was  evinced  by  the  recent  creation  of  an  art  commission 
who  it  may  be  safe  to  believe  will  not  permit  our  public  parks 
or  squares  to  be  marred  by  outrages  of  good  taste. 

The  splendid  avenues  upon  what  is  known  as  the  Back 
Bay  district,  lined  with  elegant  private  dwellings,  places  like 
Copley  Square,  surrounded  with  its  elegant  architectural 
display  of  public  buildings,  are  subject  to  universal  praise,  a 
credit  to  our  city,  and  in  marked  contrast  with  the  narrow 
and  crooked  streets  and  the  inferior  structures  of  old  Boston 
sixty  years  ago.  And  yet  these  grand  improvements  and 
elegant  structures  that  are  things  of  beauty  which  we  fondly 
hope  may  be  a  joy  forever,  are  scarcely  completed  ere  the 
cold  eye  of  business  is  cast  upon  them  with  the  projects  for 
utilizing  for  private  gain  the  open  space,  light  and  air 
belonging  to  the  people,  and  thereby  needlessly  sweeping 
them  out  of  existence  or  ruining  them  with  the  rush  of 
horse-cars,  by  elevated  railroad  tracks,  or  hideous  telegraph 
poles.  That  railroads  and  telegraphs  are  a  public  necessity 
and  must  be  carried  through  the  city  is  readily  admitted,  but 
the  ruthless  sacrifice  of  our  public  parks  and  most  elegant 
avenues  for  such  a  necessity  ought  not  to  be  made  until 
all  other  means  to  meet  it  are  exhausted. 

Happily,  we  are  told  that  the  pressing  problem  of  quick 
transit  has  to  a  degree  been   solved  by  the   discovery  that  it 
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can  be  made  by  an  lunlerground  tunnelled  road  at  no  greater 
expense  than  the  elevated  structure.  If  this  be  true,  one  of 
the  most  serious  obstructions  of  light  and  air,  and  encroach- 
ment upon  property  owners'  rights,  which  would  mar  the 
beauty  of  public  avenues,  is  avoided.  Of  course  there  will  be 
from  year  to  year  covetous  eyes  cast  upon  Boston  Common, 
the  Public  Garden,  and  other  of  Boston's  parks,  and  those 
who  wish  to  preserve  these  open  spaces  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  designed — the  recreation  and  enjoyment  of 
the  people, — will  have  to  meet  with  firmness  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past  the  specious  arguments  respecting  the  greater 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  slicing  off  portions,  or  cutting 
roads  through  them  for  the  demands  of  business  ;  or  the 
great  advantage  to  be  derived,  and  the  money  to  be  saved,  by 
covering  them  with  public  buildings. 

The  improvement  of  the  Charles  River  embankment,  the 
new  Public  Parks,  our  magnificent  Public  Library,  are  but  a 
few  of  the  evidences  that  each  successive  city  government 
of  Boston  has  a  realizing  sense  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  such  op]3ortunities  for  public  recreation  and 
instruction  to  her  citizens,  to  say  nothing  of  adding  to  the 
attractions   and   importance  of  the  capital  of  New  England. 

On  May  24th,  i8go,  a  conference  of  persons  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  scenery  and  historical  sites  was  held  in 
Boston  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Pres- 
ident Henry  H.  Sprague,  of  the  State  Senate,  presided. 
Suggestive  speeches  were  made  by  the  Hon.  Leverett  Salton- 
stall.  Judge  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Professor  C.  E.  Norton,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Harrison  and  others,  and  letters  from  Governor  Brackett, 
Dr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Whittier,  and  many  others,  were  read. 
The  conference  created  a  Committee  to  promote  the  preser- 
vation of  beautiful  and  historical  sites  in  Massachusetts.  A 
few  months  since,  this  Society  was  invited  to  send  a  repre- 
sentative to  join  with  the  representatives  of  other  societies 
and  gentlemen  who  were  interested,  in  organizing  a  "  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,"  and  the  establishment 
of  the  "  Delegates  of  the  Affiliated  Societies  of  Massachu- 
setts." The  object  of  this  proposed  organization  was  to  aid 
in  tlie  preservation  of  fine  natural  scenery  and  historical  sites 
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in  this  State.  The  projectors  of  this  movement  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  many  attractive  places  near  Boston  have 
been  despoiled  of  their  beauty  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
that  scattered  throughout  the  State  are  other  places  made 
interesting  and  valuable  by  historical  associations  which  are 
in  danger,  and  unless  some  steps  towards  their  effectual  pro- 
tection are  taken  quickly  to  acquire  or  maintain  these  spots 
in  their  natural  beauty  and  attraction,  and  to  preserve  those 
of  historic  interest  and  importance,  they  will  soon  be  despoiled 
or  disappear. 

In  response  to  this  invitation  from  Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chas. 
Eliot,  Geo.  Wigglesworth,  Francis  A.  Walker  and  other'  well 
known  citizens,  this  Society  voted,  Nov.  ii,  to  "recommend 
the  incorporation  by  the  Legislature  of  a  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Public  Reservations,  capable  of  holding  lands  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  public,  and  requested  that  this  Society  be 
named  in  the  act  of  incorporation  among  those  bodies  which 
shall  send  delegates  to  a  Board  of  Delegates  advisory  to  said 
Board  of  Trustees." 

This  movement  indicates  that  the  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts are  becoming  more  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  commer- 
cial \-alue,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  of  noted  historical  localities 
in  the  State,  and  the  importance  of  preserving  them  intact  ; 
and  it  certainly  must  be  gratifying  to  members  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society,  that  its  own  efforts  in  a  similar  direction, 
begun  ten  years  since,  are  receiving  so  emphatic  an  endorse- 
ment. 

Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  Mr.  W.  C.  Burrage,  who 
for  years  has  served  the  Society  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  has 
been  compelled  by  ill  health  to  resign  that  position,  which 
has  since  been  acceptably  filled  by  Mr.  S.  Arthur  Bent. 
During  the  year,  30  members  have  died  or  resigned,  and  71 
new  members  have  been  admitted.  Our  list  now  shows  241 
life  and  607  annual  members,  a  total  of  848,  that  being  the 
largest  number  ever  appearing  on  our  rolls.  Of  these,  30  are 
ladies,  many  of  whom  gratify  us  with  their  presence  at  our 
meetings,  and  manifest  a  great  interest  in  the  affairs  and 
progress  of  the  Society.  P'inancially  speaking,  the  Society 
is  in  a  sound  condition.     We  are  entirely  free  from  debt,  and 


begin  the  year  with  over  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  treasury. 
Our  life  membership  fund  now  amounts  to  $6,478.56,  and  the 
fund  for  special  expenditures  and  expense,  to  $1,083.73  ;  a 
foundation  for  funds  that  we  live  in  hopes  may  be  increased  by 
liberal  Bostonians,  so  that  the  interest  therefrom  may  enable 
us  to  carry  our  work  forward  with  greater  vigor,  and  that  we 
may  not  be  entirely  dependent  upon  membership  fees  and 
transient  contributions. 

The  visitors'  book,  upon  which  not  one-third  of  those  who 
visit  these  memorial  halls  inscribe  their  names,  shows  a 
record  of  19,512,  an  increase  of  more  than  2,000  over  last 
year,  although  according  to  the  custodians  the  actual  number 
of  visitors  cannot  be  less  than  50,000.  Among  these,  as 
has  before  been  noted,  are  frequent  parties  or  classes  of 
school-children  from  neighboring  towns,  accompanied  by 
their  teachers,  who  apparently  enjoy  very  much  the  object 
lessons  in  history  here  afforded  them.  Applications  for 
information  respecting  the  past  history  of  Boston  are  of  almost 
daily  occurrence  at  the  clerk's  office,  and  permission  is 
granted  for  the  examination  of  books,  pamphlets  and  maps  in 
the  Society's  possession. 

During  the  past  year  the  City  Government  have  passed  a 
resolution  granting  an  appropriation  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  complete  the  restoration  of  these  memorial  halls  by 
placing  herein  two  appropriate  chandeliers.  The  Society 
has  also,  at  the  City's  request,  had  the  three  unique  water-color 
drawings  of  Boston  in  1764,  which  were  presented  by  the 
Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce,  engraved,  and  1,500  copies  were  pur- 
chased by  the  city  of  Boston  for  insertion  in  a  revised  edition 
of  Shurtleff's  "  Topographical  and  Historical  Description 
of  Boston."  These  three  views,  which  are  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  the  local  antiquary  as  presenting  the  appearance 
of  Boston  prior  to  the  Revolution,  have  been  copyrighted 
by  the  Society,  and  will  appear  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  the  Directors,  and  the 
different  Committees,  will  give  you  in  detail  the  work  and 
progress  of  their  several  departments.  I  wish  in  my  official 
capacity    to    express    my    hearty    thanks    to    the    Board    of 


14 


Directors  and  tlie  members  of  the  different  Committees  for 
the  conscientious  and  faithful  manner  in  which  their  duties 
have  been  performed ;  harmony,  the  strength  and  support 
of  all  institutions,  has  prevailed  in  our  councils,  and  I  am 
confident  that  the  effort  of  each  and  every  one  has  been  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  and  to 
promote  the  objects  for  which  it  was  formed. 


REPORT    OF    THE    DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Hamilton  A.  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors,  presented 
their  annual  report,  which  was  accepted  :  — 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gctitleinen,  Members  of  the 
Bostonian  Society  : 

The  state  of  our  membership  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1890  was  as  follows  : — 

Life  Members  .         .         .         .  241 

Annual  Members    ....         607 
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During  the  year  the  additions  were  71.  .  The  losses  in  the 
membership  were—  by  death,  19  ;  by  resignation,  9;  dropped 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  2  ;  total,  30.  The  net  gain  in  the 
membership  in  1890  was  41. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  our  historic  rooms  who  registered 
their  names  was  19,512.     They  have  been  classified  thus  : 

P'roni  Boston         ....         4,194 

From  elsewhere  in  the  U.  States  .       14,597 

"From  Foreign  Countries       .  .  721 


19,512 

In  1884  the  number  of  visitors  registered  was  5,637  ;  in 
1886,  10,636;  in  1SS8,  15,770;  in  1890,  19,512,  or  about 
three  and  one-half  times  the  number  six  years  before.  It  is 
estimated  that   less   than   one-third    of    our  visitors    stop    to 
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enter  their  names  upon  the  book,  so  that  we  may  believe 
that  from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  persons  came  to  these 
rooms  last  year,  for  the  double  purpose  of  looking  at  the 
interior  of  this  venerable  building,  and  of  examining  the 
collections  of  Boston's  antiquities  which  our  Society  has  been 
so  successful  in  bringing  together  during  the  comparatively 
brief  period  of  its  existence.  The  Old  State  House,  there- 
fore, has  become  one  of  the  sights, — may  we  not  say,  one  of 
the  permanent  sights  ? — of  Boston.  Every  year  that  has 
passed  since  the  portion  of  it  which  our  Society  occupies  was 
dedicated  to  historical  and  public  uses,  at  the  instance  of  a 
large  number  of  our  citizens,  and  by  the  wise  and  liberal 
action  of  our  City  Government,  has  confirmed  the  judgment 
and  forethought  both  of  those  who  asked  for  and  those  whO' 
granted  this  patriotic  dedication.  In  the  papers  which  have 
been  read  at  our  Monthly  Meetings  much  has  been  said  in 
reference  to  the  site  on  which  we  now  are,  to  the  present 
building  and  to  that  which  preceded  it  ;  and  much  more 
remains  to  be  said.  One  brief  historical  reference  seems  to 
be  appropriate  at  this  time.  A  few  days  ago,  the  new 
Court  House  on  Pemberton  Square  was  set  apart  for  the 
administration  of  justice  by  a  simple  and  dignified  service, 
which  included  a  prayer  by  one  of  the  ministers  of  Boston. 
Judge  Sewall  in  his  diary  mentions  similar  proceedings  at 
the  completion  of  this  Old  State  House,  Tuesday  morning, 
May  5th,  1713  :  "Dr.  Cotton  Mather  makes  an  Excellent 
Dedication  Prayer  in  the  New  Court  Chamber.  Mr.  Pain, 
one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Work,  wellcom'd  us,  as  the 
Judges  went  up  Stairs." 

The  papers  read  before  our  Society  in  1S90  were  as 
follows  : 

February  14  :  "  Number  Four  Court  Street,  Boston,"  by 
Mr.  George  S.  Hale. 

March  1 1  :  "  The  Old  Corner  Book  Store,"  by  Mr.  Frank 
E.  Bradish. 

April  8  :  "  Recollections  of  some  Old  Boston  Lanes,"  by 
Mr.  John  T.  Prince. 
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May  13:  "Damon  and  Pythias  among- our  Early  Journalists 
(Joseph  Dennie  and  Royall  Tyler),"  by  Mr.  S.  Arthur  Bent. 

June  13  :  "John  Hancock  and  his  Times,"  by  Mr.  William 
C.  Burrage. 

October  14  :  "  Old  Boston  Theatres  and  Actors,"  by 
Mr.  Curtis  Guild. 

November  11  :  "  Boston'.s  Uprising  against  Andros  in 
1689,"  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Hurd. 

December  9  :  "  Harvard  College  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,"  by  Mr.  Nathan  Appleton. 

There  are  various  ways  in  Vv'hich  a  local  historical  society 
like  ours  may  help  in  perpetuating  the  memories  of  the  past, — 
by  the  collection  of  MSS  and  other  relics;  by  the  publication 
of  the  results  of  the  researches  of  its  members  ;  by  the 
sedulous  care,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  of  such  memorial 
halls  as  these  in  which  we  are  assembled  to=day ;  and  by 
marking,  or  causing  to  be  marked,  in  a  sufficient  and  suitable 
way,  for  the  sake  of  the  future,  sites  or  buildings  where  or 
within  which  important  events  have  taken  place.  This  last 
function  is  a  most  important  one,  and  has  by  no  means  been 
overlooked  by  the  members  of  this  Society  hitherto.  Edward 
Everett  pleading',  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  for  the 
speedy  completion  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  reminded  his 
hearers  that  the  locality  of  the  field  of  Cannas  cannot  be 
traced  ;  that  it  is  impossible  to  fix  the  spot  where  the 
battle  of  Pharsalia  was  fought,  which,  as  he  said,  decided 
the  fortunes  of  the  world  for  fifteen  centuries  ;  and  that 
historians  do  not  agree  within  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
as  to  the  precise  scene  of  the  conflict  at  Philippi,  where 
Brutus  and  Cassius,  and  with  them  the  last  hopes  of 
Roman  liberty,  were  cloven  down.     Mr.  Everett  said  further: 

"  History  tells  us  of  the  memorable  pass  of  Thermopylae, 
where  Leonidas  and  his  brave  associates  encountered  the 
barbarous  invaders.  I  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  narrow 
pass  between  the  foot  of  the  mountain  and  the  sea.  It  is 
gone  !  Time,  which  changes  all  things,  has  changed  the 
great  natural  features  of  the  spot, — in  which  not  merely  its 
geographical,  but,  if  I  may  say  so,  its  moral  identity  resided, — 


and  has  stretched  out  a  broad  plain  in  its  place  ;  but  a  rude 
monumental  pile  still  remains  to  designate  the  spot  where  the 
Spartan  hero  fell." 

If  the  geographical,  and,  what  Mr.  Everett  well  called  the 
moral  identity  of  broad  acres  and  areas,  where  mighty  issues 
have  been  fought  out  and  determined,  may  thus  be  lost  to 
succeeding  generations,  how  much  more  easily  may  all  trace 
be  obliterated  of  the  places  where  small  groups  of  men,  or 
individual  men,  —  patriots,  scholars,  confessors,  martyrs, — 
have  lived  and  suffered  and  died  for  the  freedom  and  advance- 
ment of  the  race. 

How  thankful  is  the  traveller  in  the  old  world,  for  every 
stone  or  tablet  which  puts  him  into  sympathetic  relations 
with  the  past.  In  Edinburgh,  for  example,  as  one  walks  up 
His:h  Street,  one's  attention  is  drawn,  near  the  north-west 
corner  of  St.  Giles's,  to  the  figure  of  a  heart  in  the  pathway  ; 
this  marks  the  site  of  the  Old  Tolbooth,  a  "  five-storied  pile 
of  tower  and  turret,"  whose  history  for  more  than  three 
centuries  was  full  of  tragedy  and  terror,  but  which  we  all 
remember  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  Porteous  riot  of 
1736,  as  described  for  us  in  the  absorbing  pages  of  TJie 
Heart  of  Midlothian.  A  short  walk  from  this  spot  brings  one 
to  the  Grassmarket,  and  here  a  small  cross  inserted  in  the 
causeway,  shows  the  place  of  execution  where  Porteous  met 
his  doom,  and  where,  in  the  preceding  century,  Montrose  and 
Argyle,  and  a  great  host  of  Covenanters,  sealed  their  faithful 
testimony  with  their  blood. 

Passing  to  London,  four  busts  in  Leicester  Square  tell  us 
that  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  William  Hogarth,  John  Hunter  and 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  were  formerly  residents  there,  and  at 
least  one  of  the  sites  is  more  particularly  designated  by  a 
mural  tablet.  In  an  old  chop-house,  just  off  Fleet  Street, 
the  wooden  seat  which  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  was  accustomed 
to  occupy  at  dinner  or  supper  is  marked  by  a  brass  tablet  on 
the  wall  behind  it,  and  a  copy  of  his  portrait  by  Sir  Joshua  ; 
and  in  the  Church  of  St.  Clement's  Danes',  another  brass  in 
a  pew.  No.  18,  in  the  north  gallery,  shovvs  us  where  the  great 
man  worshipped,  and  where  he  stood  or  knelt  when,  as  Bos- 
well  says,  he  repeated  the  responses  with  tremulous  energy. 
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On  Chelsea  Embankment,  there  is  a  monument  to  Thomas 
Carlyle  ;  and  near  by,  in  Cheyne  Row,  a  tablet  designates 
the  house  where  he  lived  and  died. 

At  Delft,  the  traveller  may  not  only  see  the  tomb  of 
William  the  Silent,  but,  in  the  old  palace,  long  used  as  a 
barrack,  now  fitted  up  as  a  museum,  an  inscription  identifies 
for  him  the  place  where  the  Prince  fell,  on  the  ground  floor, 
at  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  pierced  by  the  bullets  of  the 
assassin,  July  lo,  1584.  At  Leyden,  a  tablet  erected  by  a 
Massachusetts  clergyman  and  scholar,  recently  deceased,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  marks  the  site  where  John  Robinson  lived 
and  taught  and  died,  1609  to  1625.  It  is  hoped  and  believed 
that,  during  the  present  year,  a  tablet  will  be  placed  on  the 
•outside  wall  of  the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  underneath  which 
the  Father  of  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims  lies  buried.  The  cost 
of  this  tablet  will  be  borne  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

On  our  table  to-day,  lies  a  photograph  of  the  room  in  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  Geneva,  in  which  the  Red  Cross  Congress 
met  in  1864,  and  the  Tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Alabama  claims  in  1872.  No  amount  of  carving  and  gilding 
could  so  adorn  that  unpretending  room  as  do  the  two  marble 
tablets  upon  its  walls,  which  commemorate  the  victories  there 
achieved  for  the  principle  of  international  harmony  and  uni- 
versal peace. 

With  one  exception,  —  under  the  shadow  of  this  building, 
in  State  Street, — the  Bostonian  Society  has  not  felt  able  to 
mark  historical  spots  by  stones  or  tablets  at  its  own  expense, 
but,  from  time  to  time,  it  has  pressed  the  subject  upon  the 
attention  of  property  holders  and  of  the  public.^  Last  April, 
the  pew  proprietors  of  the  Old  South  Church  placed  a  tablet 
on  No.  286  Washington  Street,  directly  opposite  the  Old 
Corner  Bookstore,  to  mark  the  spot, —  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting in  Boston, — where  John  Winthrop,  John  Norton, 
Samuel  Willard  and  Thomas  Prince  lived  and  died.  This 
praiseworthy  example  is  commended  to  the  consideration  of 
other  owners  of  real  property  in  our  city,  which  events  in  our 
local  history  have  made  historic. 


Proceedings  of  the  Bostonia^t  Society,  yan.  il,  /S8y,  pp.  i6,  17. 
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The  Necrology  for  1890  is  as  follows  : 

Edmund  Bowman  Vannevar,  born  in  Boston,  November  23, 
1826,  died  in  Boston,  January  2. 

Charles  Emery,  born  in  Springfield,  July   r,  18 16,  died  in 
Dorchester,  January  3. 

Edwin   Augustus   Wadleigh,  born   in    Boston,  August   22, 
1824,  died  in  Boston,  January  10. 

William  VVilkins  Warren,  born  in  West  Cambridge,  April  • 
II,  1814,  died  in  Boston,  January  23. 

John  Nathaniel  Barbour,  born  in  Boston,  October  4,  1805, 
died  in  Cambridge,  January  28. 

John  Barber  VVinslow,  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  February 
17,  181 5,  died  in  Boston,  February  10. 

Charles  Holmes  Stearns,  born  in  Boston,  August  21,  1808, 
died  in  Boston,  February  19. 

George  Darius  Sargent,  born  in  South  Hampton,  N.  H., 
June  19,  1 83 1,  died  in  Boston.  March  2. 

Cyrus    Brewer,  born    in    Dorchester,   September  23,  1821  , 
died  in  Boston,  April   10. 

John  Church,  born   in  Providence,  R.  I.,  May  9,  1834,  died 
in  Boston,  April  19. 

Henry  Mason,  born  in  Boston,  October   10,  183 1,  died  in 
Boston,  May  15. 

Henry  Ware  Edes,  born   in  Boston,   December  25,    1834, 
died  in  Mattapan,  June  11. 

Edward   Aiken,  born   in   Amherst,   N.  H.,    April    10,  1830, 
died  in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  August  14. 

Daniel  Waldo   Salisbury,  born   in   Boston,    September   12, 
18 1 8,  died  in  Leominster,  August  18. 

David   Pulsifer,  born  in  Boston,  December  23,    1807,  died 
in  Newton  Highlands,  September  9. 

Benjamin  Hill  Dewing,  born  in  West   Roxbury,  November 
3,  1811,  died  in  Revere,  September  28. 

John   Richardson   Hall,   born   in   Huntington,  August   26, 
1 82 1,  died  in  Boston,  October  4. 

Alphonso  Ross,  born  in   Jefferson,    Me.,   October  4,    1827, 
died  in  Boston,  November  7. 

John    Whitcomb    Porter,    born   in  Weymouth,    August   2, 
1827,  died  in  Boston,  November  8. 


The  death  of  one  member,  in  1889,  was  not  reported  at 
our  last  Annual  Meeting: 

Ebenezer  Coolbroth  Milliken,  born  in  Farmington,  Me., 
March  14,  1805,  died  in  Boston,  November  3. 

Messrs.  William  Wilkins  Warren,  Benjamin  Hill  Dewing 
and  Alphonso  Ross  were  Life  Members. 

Mr.  William  Wilkins  Warren  died  suddenly,  just  after  the 
organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  year.  He 
was  one  of  our  most  valued  members,  and  took  the  warmest 
interest  in  everything  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  city  in 
which  nearly  the  whole  of  his  long  and  useful  life  had  been 
spent.  His  place  on  the  Board  was  filled,  March  11,  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  S.  Arthur  Bent.  On  the  14th  of  October 
Mr.  Bent  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Society,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  William 
Clarence  Burrage,  who  for  nearly  five  years  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  position  with  much  acceptance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis    Guild, 
Samuel    H.    Russell, 
Hamilton    A.    Hill, 
Joshua    P.    Bodfish, 
John    Lathrop, 
George    O.    Carpenter, 
William    S.    Appleton, 
Benjamin    C.    Clark, 
S.    Arthur    Bent. 
Boston,  January  12,  1891. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ROOMS. 

A  list  of  the  articles  received  by  the  Society  during  the 
year  1890  is  herewith  submitted,  with  the  date  of  reception 
and  the  names  of  the  donors.  The  Society  will  see  that  our 
collection  is  fast  becoming  too  large  and  important  for  the 
space  at  our  command. 
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We  now  own  a  large  number  of  valuable  photographs  and 
other  pictures  of  Boston's  old  buildings,  for  which  there  is  no 
longer  room  on  the  walls  of  the  Memorial  Halls.  The  intent 
of  the  donors  that  these  should  be  exhibited  where  they  may 
be  of  practical  benefit  in  illustrating  the  history  and  progress 
of  our  city,  is  defeated  by  our  inability  to  give  them  wall 
room.  Our  collections  in  cases  are  already  crowded,  and  yet 
there  is  nothing  in  them  which  could  well  be  removed.  Each 
year  adds  to  the  history  of  Boston  its  contribution  of  events; 
each  event  is  represented  by  some  work  of  art,  of  literature, 
of  biography  or  history,  which  this  Society  receives  in  trust 
for  posterity.  Without  the  means  of  preserving  and  exhibit- 
ing these  objects,  our  Society  cannot  properly  perform  the 
task  the  community  expects  of  it. 

The  Committee  regard  the  gift  of  articles  to  this  Society 
as  indicating  an  interest  in  the  objects  which  it  was  organized 
to  encourage  and  maintain.  That  this  interest  is  widening 
in  the  community,  and  that  this  Society  is  performing  a  work 
of  education,  in  fostering  a  love  of  Boston  and  her  antiquities, 
is  proven  almost  daily.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
an  ill-clad  youth  brought  into  the  rooms  a  musket  ball,  which 
he  had  found  in  an  old  building  in  Charlestown,  in  process  of 
demolition,  and  which  he  thought  might  have  been  fired  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  desired  this  Society  to  become 
the  owner  of  a  relic  of  our  Revolutionary  period.  A  youth 
of  foreign  parentage  recently  gave  the  Society  two  volumes 
of  great  age  and  interest,  which  had  been  given  to  him,  one 
"  The  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society, 
instituted  in  1742,  with  a  list  of  members  from  that  time  to 
1791,"  printed  in  Boston  in  1792;  the  other  "A  Pocket 
Almanack  for  1796,"  with  the  Massachusetts  Register  an- 
nexed ;  printed  by  Thomas  and  John  Fleet.  The  spirit  in 
which  these  gifts  were  made  indicates  an  acquaintance  of 
the  young  with  the  purposes  of  this  Society,  and  their  interest 
in  its  collections.  They  deserve  mention  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  the  youth  of  Boston  to  study  the  history,  and  to 
become  familiar  with  the  relics  of  the  time  which  laid  the 
corner-stone  of  our  municipal  greatness. 
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At  the  close  of  his  administration,  Mayor  Hart  presented 
to  the  Society  his  photograph  portrait,  framed,  with  a  letter 
in  which  he  said  : 

"  Your  Society  is  doing  good  work  in  collecting  whatever 
may  illustrate  the  history  of  our  municipality  and  our  people. 
This  work  is  so  important  and  educational  as  to  entitle  the 
Bostonian  Society  to  the  friendly  aid  and  fostering  care  of  the 
City  Government  and  the  public.  A  city  that  does  not  honor 
its  past  is  not  entitled  to  a  great  future." 

The  Directors  have  thanked  Mr.  Hart  for  this  very  hand- 
some addition  to  our  collection  of  the  portraits  of  the  Chief 
Magistrates  of  Boston.  These  have  been  supplemented  by 
the  recent  gift  to  the  Society  of  autographs  of  most  of  our 
Mayors,  collected  and  presented  by  a  former  City  Clerk,  Mr. 
Samuel  F.  McCleary.  It  is  the  intention  to  preserve  these 
autographs,  many  of  them  now  quite  rare,  in  a  volume,  to 
which  may  be  added  those  of  future  occupants  of  this  honor- 
able office. 

Our  fellow-member,  Mr.  Benj.  F.  Stevens,  presented  us 
during  the  past  year  with  an  engraved  portrait  of  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull,  who  commanded  the  frigate  "Constitution,"  in 
her  victorious  encounter  with  the  "  Guerriere."  He  accom- 
panied this  gift  with  a  letter  to  our  former  Clerk,  which  he 
has  since  printed  for  private  distribution.  This  gift  and 
paper  were  the  more  interesting  from  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Stevens,  in  his  youth,  sailed  more  than  50,000  miles  in  "  Old 
Ironsides,"  for  whose  memory,  as  he  says,  he  entertains  "a 
most  affectionate  regard."  In  this  connection  may  be  men- 
tioned the  gift  of  the  Misses  Delano,  of  Norwell,  of  a  tortoise- 
shell  work-box,  inlaid  with  pearl  and  the  contents  gold-plated, 
formerly  owned  by  the  family  of  llartt.  the  builder  of  the 
"  Constitution." 

THE    LEFFINGWELL    AUTOGRAPHS. 

Early  in  the  year  1891,  and  just  before  the  present  Annual 
Meeting,  the  Society  came  into  possession  by  gift  or  purchase 
of  valuable  autograph  documents  from  the  great  collection 
of  the  late  Professor  Leffingwell,  of  New  Haven.  It  is  the 
purpose   of   the   Committee   on   the    Rooms   to   arrange   and 
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properly  display  these  interesting  relics  of  our  history  for 
the  benefit  of  our  members  and  the  public.  In  the  mean- 
time it  is  appropriate  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
them,  by  copying  and  describing  them  in  this  report.  We 
may  best  introduce  them  chronologically,  beginning  with  the 
agreed  Settlement  in  full  payment  of  the 

FIRST    TOWN     HOUSE. 

The  late  Samuel  G.  Drake,  opening  in  his  "History  of 
Boston  "  the  account  of  the  }^ear  1657,  says  that  the  subject 
of  a  Town  House  had  been  agitated  since  the  death  of  Capt. 
Keayne,  and  perhaps  before.  It  was  known  that  that  gentle- 
man intended  to  do  something  towards  such  a  building,  and 
in  the  previous  December  it  was  ordered  in  town  meeting, 
that  at  the  ne.xt  meeting  "some  time  should  be  spent  to  con- 
sider of  Capt.  Keayne's  will  in  respect  of  ye  legacyes  given 
to  ye  town."  Accordingly  at  the  next  meeting,  upon  a  perusal 
of  the  Captain's  will,  "  it  is  agreed  yt  forthwith  ye  executrix 
and  overseers  of  ye  sd  will  be  advised  with  concerning  said 
legacyes,  without  delay."  Drake  goes  on  to  say  that  a  town 
house  was  the  result  of  this  movement,  but  at  what  time 
completed  does  not  fully  appear.  Later  discoveries,  includ- 
ing the  autograph  Settlement  novv'  in  the  possession  of  this 
Society  by  the  liberality  of  our  fellow-member,  John  Coffin 
Jones  Brown,  Esquire,  who  purchased  it  at  the  Leffingwell 
sale  and  presented  it  to  the  Society,  leave  no  doubt  on  this 
subject.  Drake  goes  on  to  say  that  it  is  incidentally  men- 
tioned a  few  years  later,  as  being  entered  by  a  flight  of  several 
steps;  "it  stood  where  the  Old  State  House  now  stands." 

Keayne's  will  provided  for  building  a  hall  over  the  "market- 
stead,"  with  rooms  for  the  courts,  the  townsmen  and  com- 
missioners, and  a  library  ;  also  an  armory  and  a  place  for 
merchants.  For  this  purpose  he  bequeathed  ^^300.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  rooms  to  be  given  the  courts,  the  Colony 
•excepted  the  town  from  the  payment  of  rates  for  the  year 
1658. 

In  the  contract  between  the  Selectmen  and  Thomas  Joy 
and  his  partner,  Bartholomew  Bernad,  August   i,   1657,  the 
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latter  obliged  themselves  to  erect  "a  very  substantial  and 
comely  building,  sixty  feet  in  length  and  thirty-six  in  breadth, 
set  upon  twenty-one  pillars  of  full  ten  feet  high  between 
pedestal  and  capital."  The  height  of  the  house  was  to  be  ten 
feet,  and  a  half-story  above  that,  with  three  gable  ends  over  it 
upon  each  side,  a  walk  upon  the  top  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet 
wide,  with  two  turrets  and  turned  balusters  and  rails,  accord- 
ing to  the  model  furnished  by  Joy  and  Bernad.  The  town 
found  all  the  iron  work,  glass,  lead  and  glazing,  and  founda- 
tions for  the  pillars,  together  with  "help  at  the  raysing." 
The  town,  in  addition  to  Keayne's  legacy,  agreed  to  pay  ^loo 
"in  good  English  goods  at  prise  Currant,"  making  the  con- 
tract price  for  whole  building  ^^400.  The  difference  between 
this  sum  and  the  cost  of  the  building  was  made  up  by  a 
subscription  of  citizens.       (Mass.   Hist.   Soc.   "Proceedings," 

1855.  P-  337-) 

Thomas  Joy  was  a  carpenter,  whose  name  curiously  creeps 
into  history  in  connection  with  the  troubles  with  the  Pres- 
byterians in  1646.  While  two  of  them,  Dand  and  Smith, 
were  in  prison,  "they  were  lodged  in  the  keeper's  house, 
and  had  what  diet  they  pleased,  and  none  of  their  friends 
were  forbidden  to  come  to  them.  There  was  also,"  says 
Winthrop,  in  his  "History  of  New  England,"  Vol.  H,  294, 
one  Thomas  Joy,  "  a  young  fellow,  a  carpenter,  whom  they 
had  employed  to  get  hands  to  the  petition  [in  favor  of  the 
prisoners,  praying  for  liberty  of  conscience,  etc.]  ;  he  began 
to  be  very  busy,  and  would  know  of  the  Marshal,  when  he 
went  to  search  Band's  study,  if  his  warrant  were  in  the  King's 
name,  etc.  He  was  laid  hold  on,  and  kept  in  irons  about 
four  or  five  days,  and  then  he  humbfed  himself,  confessed 
what  he  knew,  and  blamed  himself  for  meddling  in  matters 
belonging  not  to  him,  and  blessed  God  for  those  irons  upon 
his  legs,  hoping  they  should  do  him  good  while  he  lived.  So 
he  was  let  out  upon  reasonable  bail."  Joy  removed  to 
Hingham,  where  he  built  and  owned  the  town  mill.  His 
will,  proved  October  31,  1678,  was  signed  by  him  with  a 
mark,  as  was  the  Settlement  with  the  Selectmen,  a  copy 
of  which  is  here  given  from  the  original  now  in  our  pos- 
session : 
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Agreed  betwixt  the  Selectmen  of  Boilon  and 

Tho  :  Joy  Jn  behalff  off  him  felfe  and  p'tner  Jn 

the  work  done  for  the  Town  that  Mr.  Joy  fliall 

have  with  what  he  hath  already  received  by  him- 

felfe  or  his  order  Six  hundred  and  eighty  pound 

for  the   Townes  pay  that  is    either  out   of    the 

Every  Seieaman  is  to  Trcafurv  or  the  ncxt  rate  at  equall  retail  prizes 

tZ'^'Z^  tnS  and  theVd  Tho  :  Joy  doth  acknowledge  and  freely 

apiece  in  money,  viz  that  own  liimfclfe  upon  receipt  thereof  fully  contented 

were    fuch    this    prefent  ^^    ^^^^^     ^^j    ^^^^^^^^    bargains    with    the 

Town  or  their  reprefentatives  with  refpe6l  to  the 
Town  houfe  ftaircafes  &  Conduit  &c.  Witneffed 
by  the  f'd  Tho  :  Joy  &  the  Seledmen  as  their 
Mutual!  Contraft. 


T~^ 


year 


Wm  :  Davis 
Hezekiah  Usher 
Tho  :   Lake 
John   Hull 

By  "  Conduit "  is  to  be  understood  a  reservoir,  as  in  the 
"  History  of  Sir  Richard  Whittington,  three  times  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,"  printed  from  the  English  edition  by 
Thomas  Fleet,  in  Cornhill,  in  this  city,  about  the  middle  of 
the  last  century.  The  hero  of  "  Bow  Bells,"  after  his  eleva- 
tion to  office,  is  said  to  have  enlarged  the  Guildhall,  and 
contributed  largely  to  the  Library,  "  adding  to  those  places  a 
Conduit,  which  yieldeth  store  of  wholesome  water  to  the 
general  good." 

The  words  "equall  retail  prizes  "  are  to  be  explained  by  the 
financial  situation  of  the  Colony  at  this  time.  In  the  scarcity 
of  money  there  was  an  option  on  the  part  of  the  rate-payer 
to  discharge  his  indebtedness  in  coin  or  what  was  called 
"  country  pay,"  at  certain  specified  rates,  as  for  instance  in 
corn  at  six  shillings  a  bushel.  In  this  contract,  therefore,  the 
town  agreed  to  pay  Joy  ^680  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
or  from  the  next  rate  assessed  at  the  current  retail  prices  of 
the  articles  taken  in  payment. 
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Of  the  Selectmen,  Davis,  Usher  and  Hull,  were  original 
members  of  the  Old  South  Church,  and  in  the  list  of  the 
founders  of  that  parish,  printed  by  Hill  ("  History  of  the  Old 
South,"  I,  114),  their  names  appear  first.  Davis  was  an 
apothecary  ;  a  captain  of  the  Artillery  company,  1664,  1672  ; 
a  joint  commissioner  with  John  Leverett  to  the  Dutch  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York  concerning  arrangements  with  the  In- 
dians ;  the  commander  of  a  company  in  the  war  with  the 
Indian  Ninigret  ;  a  representative,  and  "  a  man  of  wealth, 
enterprise  and  discretion."  He  married  a  daughter  of 
William  Pynchon  of  Roxbury  ;  born  in  1617,  he  died  in 
1683. 

Hezekiah  Usher  (died  1676)  was  a  merchant  and  bookseller; 
a  member  of  the  Artillery  Company  ;  a  representative,  and 
agent  for  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
Indians.  It  was  through  him  that  types  and  paper  were 
procured  by  which  Green  printed  at  Cambridge  Eliot's  Indian 
Bible  in  1660-63,  for  which  purpose  Usher  went  to  England, 
1657-58. 

John  Hull,  the  earliest  known  pupil  of  the  Latin  School, 
was  a  silversmith  ;  the  mint-master  and  treasurer  of  the 
Colony,  1676;  a  captain  of  the  Artillery  Company,  1671, 
'yS  ;  assistant,  1680-83  !  ^  representative  for  Wenham, 
Westfield  and  Salisbury  ;  as  mint-master  the  Seal  of  the 
Court  of  Assistants  was  designed  by  him,  with  the  ancient 
ships,  etc.  ;  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Edmund  Ouincy,  the 
emigrant.  As  mint-master  Hull  made  a  large  fortune,  and 
Samuel  Sewall,  who  married  his  daughter,  is  said  to  have 
received  with  her  ^30,000  in  New  England  shillings.  The 
contract  with  Joy  is  in  Hull's  handwriting.  He  was  born 
in  1624,  died  1683. 

Thomas  Lake  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Church  ;  a 
Selectman  ;  married  the  daughter  of  Goodyear,  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor of  Conn.  ;  he  had  a  trading  house  on  an  island  in  the 
Kennebec  River,  and  was  killed  there  by  the  Indians  when 
on  a  visit  in  167 1. 

In  the  Records  of  Boston,  Dec.  28,  1660-1,  the  Selectmen 
ordered  the  Town  Treasurer  to  pay  Joy  the  balance  due  him 
of  the  ^680,  from  the  treasury  or  the  next  town  rate,  **  where- 
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by  all  contracts  made  with  the  said  Joy  are  performed  as  per 
his  own  hand  to  a  writing  of  this  date." 

The  Town  house  is  mentioned  in  1659,  and  at  the  meeting 
that  year,  which  we  suppose,  says  Snow  ("  History  of  Boston," 
144),  to  have  been  held  in  that  house,  "a  rule  of  proceeding 
was  adopted  that  a  moderator  shall  be  chosen  annually  to 
regulate  public  meetings,  and  for  this  present  year  William 
Davis  (apothecary)  is  chosen."  In  1664  the  Town  hired 
some  part  of  the  premises  for  a  watch-house.  The  house  was 
burned  in  171 1,  and  a  brick  building  erected  in  its  place 
whose  walls  are  still  standing. 

THE    PETITIONS    OF    BARNARD    AND    LOVELL. 

The  next  autographs  in  point  of  time  are  the  petitions  of 
two  of  Boston's  early  school  masters,  asking  for  an  increase 
of  salary.  The  first  is  that  of  John  Barnard,  who  was  master 
of  the  Grammar  School  at  the  North  End. 

The  first  mention  of  schools  in  the  history  of  Boston  is  a 
vote  of  the  town,  April  13,  1634,  "that  our  brother  Philemon 
Pormont  shall  be  intreated  to  become  school  master  for  the 
teaching  and  nourtering  of  children  with  us."  The  first 
provision  for  the  support  of  schools  was  made  by  voluntary 
contribution.  In  1642  the  town  voted  to  improve  Deer 
Island  for  the  maintenance  of  a  free  school  for  the  town.  In 
1645  the  town  voted  to  allow  ^^r  50  yearly  forever,  to  a  master, 
and  a  house  for  him  to  live  in,  and  ^30  to  an  usher.  They 
were  to  teach  reading,  writing  and  ciphering,  and  Indian 
children  were  to  be  taught  gratis.  The  charge  was  to  be 
defrayed  by  yearly  contribution,  either  by  voluntary  allowance 
or  by  rate  of  such  as  refused.  In  1683  the  town  voted  to 
provide  two  schools,  and  to  allow  ;^25  per  annum  for  the 
support  of  each,  together  with  the  fees  of  such  as  should  be 
able  to  pay.  A  Grammar  School  was  opened  at  the  North 
End  in  171 3,  and  was  located  on  Benriet  Street,  on  the  lot 
now  occupied  by  the  Eliot  school.  This  school,  the  Latin 
School,  and  three  writing  schools,  were  the  only  public 
schools  in  Boston  before  the  Revolution.  Speaking  of  the 
year  1742,  Drake  says  (p.  617):  "The  schools  had  all  along 
received  the   special  attention   of   the    town.      Learned  and 
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efficient  men  made  visits  to  them,  and  their  reports  were 
anxiously  listened  to.  Masters  and  ushers  were  constantly 
petitioning  for  an  increase  of  salary,  and  these  petitions 
received  careful  attention." 

John  Barnard's  petition  is  of  an  earlier  date,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Gentlemen 

Underftanding  that  it  belongs  to  your  Province  to  lay  before 
the  Town  at  the  Annual  Meeting  any  proper  Articles  of  Bufmefs 
that  may  Occur ;  I  therefore  now  apply  myfelf  to  you  with  my 
Defire,  that  you  would  confider  of  and  offer  to  the  Town  my  follow- 
ing Requefl,  viz,  That  the  Salary  granted  me  for  keeping  the  Free 
.  Gramer  School  at  the  North  End  of  the  Town  may  have  fuch  an 
Addition  made  to  it,  as  to  be  a  Comfortable  Subfiftance  for  a 
Family,  and  that  a  fum  may  be  allowed  me  to  pay  the  Rent  of  a 
fuitable  Habitation. — My  whole  Dependance  for  aliving  is  upon  the 
School ;  I  having  no  other  Imployment,  and  therefore  muff  aflc  my 
Maintenance  from  the  Town,  to  whofe  Service  alone  I  am  devoted. 
— My  Prefent  Salary  (which  is  80  pounds  per  Annum)  was  Granted 
me  when  in  a  Single  Capacity.  I  hope  there  is  none  that  will 
think  it  unreafonable.  If  I  fliould  afk  the  Addition  of  20  pounds, 
and  the  Rent  of  a  Houfe,  Conlidering  my  prefent  circumftances 
to  be  different  from  what  they  were,  when  that  Salary  was  voted 
me. — My  School  is  not  Inconfiderable  for  the  Number  of  Schollars, 
which  is  now  Encreafed  to  about  70.  I  hope  the  Town  will  Con- 
fider this  alfo,  and  Improve  it  as  an  Argument  in  my  Favour,  which 
I  am  the  more  ready  to  promife  myfelf,  inafmuch  as  the  other 
Gramer  School,  which  doth  not  exceed  the  forefaid  Number  above 
Thirty,  is  allowed  150  ££  per  annum.  Your  Smiles  (Gentlemen) 
upon  what  I  propofe,  and  an  Advantageous  Reprefentation  of  the 
Matter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  at  their  next  Meeting  would 
very  much  oblige  Your  moft  humble  Servant 

John  Barnard, 
Boston  March  loth  1715/16. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  "Smiles"  of  the  Selectmen 
accompanied  this  modest  petition  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Town  meeting. 

The  next  petition  is  from  a  far  more  illustrious  pedagogue, 
the  celebrated  Master  Lovell  of  the  Latin  School.  John 
Lovell,  born  in  Boston  17 10,  formerly  an  usher  in  the  school, 
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became  master  in  1738.  In  1750,  the  school  had  about  a 
hundred  pupils,  "if  we  may  judge  from  a  petition  of  Lovell 
for  a  porch  to  be  built  to  the  school  house,"  since  every  rainy 
day  the  chill  is  very  great  from  a  hundred  wet  great  coats. "^ 
Lovell,  as  is  well  known,  delivered  the  funeral  oration  on 
Peter  Faneuil,  in  the  Hall  which  that  distinguished  citizen 
had  lately  built.  He  was  a  loyalist,  while  his  son  James,  an 
usher  in  the  same  school,  was  thrown  into  prison  by  the 
British  on  suspicion  of  being  a  spy,  and  carried  off  in  chains 
by  the  array  with  which  his  father  left  Boston  for  Halifax, 
where  he  died  in  1778.  "  Pie  was  a  stern,  rough  man,  though 
in  many  respects  a  very  good  man.  His  pupils  were  as  much 
afraid  of  him  as  if  he  were  a  lion."  The  school  was  dismissed 
by  Master  Lovell  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1775,  with  the 
words,  "  War's  begun — school's  done."  In  his  day  the  school- 
house  was  of  one  story,  with  an  attic  above,  a  cupola  with  a 
bell  in  front,  and  with  but  one  school-room.  Master  Lovell 
sat  directly  opposite  the  entrance  ;  Master  James  at  the  left 
hand  corner  of  the  entrance.  The  town  provided  Mr. 
Lovell  with  a  dwelling  house,  situated  in  School  Street,  to 
which  an  extensive  garden  was  attached  where  the  best  boys 
were  allowed  to  work  as  a  reward  of  merit.  The  same  good 
boys  were  also  indulged  with  the  privilege  of  sawing  his  wood 
and  bottling  his  cider,  and  of  laughing  as  much  as  they 
pleased  while  performing  these  delightful  offices.-^ 

This  petition  for  an  increase  of  salary  bears  no  date,  and  is 
written  in  a  larger  and  coarser  hand  than  the  fine,  compact 
chirography  of  Barnard.     It  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Freeholders  and  other  hiliabitants  of  the  Toivn  of  Boston 
in  meeting  assembled : 

The  Petition  of  John  Lovell  Master  of  the  South  Grammar 
School  humbly  sheweth 

That 

Your  Petitioner  finds  himself  obliged  to  lay  before  the  Town 
the  Insufficiency  of  his  Salary  for  the  necessary  Support  of  himself 
and  Family  :    that  in  Consequence  of  this  Defect,  your  Petitioner 


Memorial  History  of  Boston,  II,  XXXIV. 
Boston  Public  Latin  School,  6,  7,  note. 


in  the  course  of  the  Year  past  nmst  have  been  drove  to  such 
Sirails,  as  he  is  sure  the  Town  would  never  be  willing  to  see  him 
in,  and  which  are  quite  destructive  to  that  Temper  of  Mind,  that  is 
altogether  necessary  for  the  Business  in  which  he  is  engaged,  had 
it  not  been  for  his  Skill  in  the  French  Language,  by  the  Improve- 
ment of  which  he  has  Supply'd  the  l^efects  of  his  Salary.  This  as 
it  is  not  reasonable  should  be  expected  from  him,  so  most  of  the 
Advantages  resulting  from  it  depended  upon  a  particular  Situation 
of  Affairs,  the  Continuance  of  these  therefore  he  has  no  reason  any 
longer  to  expect. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  Prays  that  there  may  be  a  further 
Addition  made  to  his  Salary  as  the  Town  shall  judge  suitable. 
This  he  thinks  he  has  sufficient  grounds  to  hope  for  from  their 
wonted  goodness  which  he  acknowledges  to  have  been  such  as 
that  they  have  been  ever  ready  to  add  to  his  Salary  when  they  were 
made  sensible  that  this  was  necessary  and  which  your  Petitioner 
has  always  been    sparing  of  applying  for  and    ever   shall   be  but 

when  Necessity  obliges  him. 

John  Lovell. 

In  1747  Lovell  addressed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  a 
Memorial  concerning  his  services  as  interpreter  as  follows  : 

To  his  Excellency  the  Goj^ernour,  and  the  Honourable  his  Majesty'' s 
Council  : 

The  memorial  of  John  Lovell  of  P)Oston  humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  has  been  from  Time  to  Time  during 
the  Course  of  more  than  a  year  past,  employed  on  various  occasions 
as  interpreter  by  order  of  the  Government  to  the  French  Prisoners 
and  olhers  who  have  been  at  Boston  ;  and  been  employed  by 
order  of  the  Government  in  Translating  and  copying  French 
Letters,  and  Diverse  Papers  in  the  same  Language,  as  will  appear 
by  the  Account  annexed,  some  of  which  were  of  considerable 
Length  and  attended  with  no  small  Difficulty. 

Your  memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  that  your  Excellency 
and  Honours  v/ould  take  the  Premisses  into  your  Consideration 
and  order  him  such  allowance  therefor  as  your  Excellency  and 
Honours  shall  think  fit. 

And  your  Memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Lovell. 
Boston,  December  23,  1747. 
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Your  memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  represent  that  the  above 
Memorial  together  with  the  Account  annexed  is  a  Repetition  of 
what  he  presented  to  your  Excellency  and  Honours,  before  the 
Fire  that  consum'd  the  Court  House,  in  the  Flames  of  which  his 
former  Memorial  was  destroyed. 

John  Lovell. 

He  refers  to  the  second  fire  which  raged  over  the  spot 
where  the  Old  State  House  now  stands,  in  1747,  and  which 
destroyed  not  only  the  brick  edifice  which  in  171 1  succeeded 
Joy's  wooden  structure,  "but,  what  is  vastly  more  lamented 
now,"  says  Drake  {"  History  of  Boston,"  350)  "than  even  the 
loss  of  the  building  could  have  been  then,  many  records  and 
public  papers,"  and,  in  a  note  quoting  from  the  Massachusetts 
Magazine,  HI,  467,  he  adds,  "a  vast  number  of  ancient  bonds 
and  early  records,  together  with  a  collection  of  valuable 
papers  ;  and  to  the  ravages  of  this  calamity  we  may  attribute 
the  imperfect  accounts  that  are  to  be  obtained  of  the  first 
and  second  building." 

The  account  which  Lovell  rendered  at  this  time,  as  well  as 
the  petition  and  memorial,  have  come  into  the  possession  of 
the  Society,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Boston,  Aug.  9th,  1749. 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Dr. 

1749.        To  my  attendance  at  the  Governour's  by 

Feb.  i8th.         his  Excellency's  order,  examining  a 

French  Deserter  from  Crown  Point, 

and  writing  his  Deposition  in  English     o  .  .   10  .  .  o 

19th.     Translating  the  above  Deposition   into 

French,     i  Page  large  Paper    .         .     o  .  .     6  .  .  o 
Copying  do.  .         .         .         .         .         .0..4..0 

25th.  To  my  Attendance  before  his  Excellency 
and  the  Hon.  Council,  to  Examine 
again  the  aboves'd  Frenchman  .     o  .  .     5  .  .  o 

27th.     To  copying  again  the  above  Depositions     o  .  .     4  .  .  o 
June  I  St.     Translating  a  letter  from  Mons.  Galis- 

soniere  by  his  Excellency's  order      .     i   .  .     o  .  .  o 


John  Lovell.  New  Tenor     2   .  .     9 

Examined  and  allowed  by  the  Com""^- 

J.   Osborne. 
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As  Lovell  in  his  petition  refers  to  his  services  as  inter- 
preter, it  is  evident  that  the  petition  follows  the  memorial  in 
point  of  time.  In  a  note  to  page  35  of  the  Book  of  the  Latin 
School,  a  letter  from  William  Savage  to  Samuel  Savage,  May 
2,  1803,  is  quoted  in  which  he  speaks  of  "the  superficial  in- 
struction of  that  old  rascal  Lovell's  school,  and  that  puppy 
his  son  James." 

THE     BRITISH     COFFEE     HOUSE. 

The  next  autographic  petition,  which  the  Society  has 
acquired,  has  a  wider  public  interest,  and  in  the  history  of 
the  building  to  which  it  relates,  and  of  the  persons  whose 
signatures  are  here  given,  brings  us  to  the  stirring  times 
of  the  Revolution.  It  is  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Boston  in  favor  of  a  "  licence  "  to  be  given  to  Joseph  Ballard 
as  an  innholder,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Boston  23d  October  1754 
Gentlemen 

Whereas  Mr.  Joseph  Ballard  of  Boston  Ship  Joyner  has 
lately  hired  a  large  and  commodious  house  which  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  its  apartments  is  often  made  use  of  by  divers  incor- 
porated and  other  Societys  and  has  desired  that  we  will  recommend 
him  as  a  fit  person  for  the  special  purpose  of  selling  spirituous 
liquors  within  said  House  to  the  said  Societys  as  an  innholder  we 
do    recommend   him    for   the    purpose    and    think   such    a    special 

licence  will  be  of  public  benefit  •  and  are  with  all  due  Respect 

your  humble  Servants 

Jonathan   Clarke 
Wm.   Coffin 
Chas.   Paxton 
Jas.   Boutineau 
Sam.   Wentworth 
Thos.  Flucker 
James  Bowdoin 
Ralph   Inman 
Nath'l   Perkins 
Joseph   Prince 
James  Pitts 
Nat.   Hatch 
Giles  Tidmarsh 
To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
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In  this  petition  the  names  of  future  loyalists  and  patriots 
amicably  follow  one  another  in  helping  to  call  into  existence 
one  of  the  great  rallying  places  of  the  British  ofificers  and 
their  tory  sympathizers,  the  British  Coffee  House.  Jonathan 
Clarke,  who  heads  the  petition,  was  a  partner  of  the  house 
of  Richard  Clarke  and  Sons,  the  father-in-law  and  brothers- 
in-law  of  John  Singleton  Copley.  Their  counting-room  was 
in  King  (now  State)  Street.  They  became  exceedingly 
obnoxious  to  the  people  on  their  refusal  to  resign  their 
appointment  as  factors  of  the  East  India  Company's  tea. 
Jonathan  Clarke  was  in  London  in  1773,  when  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Loyalist  Club.  He  received  verbal  in- 
structions from  the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company 
respecting  the  consignment  of  the  tea  which  the  Boston  Tea 
Party  destroyed.  The  Clarkes  were  included  in  the  Act  of 
Proscription,  and  their  estates  were  confiscated.  Jonathan 
was  banished  in  1778,  and  was  in  Canada  after  the  Revol- 
ution. 

William  Coffin,  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Coffin,  Receiver- 
General  of  the  Province,  was  one  of  the  first  Vestrymen  of 
Trinity  Church.  He  was  also  proscribed  and  banished  in 
1778,  and  became  a  merchant  of  St.  John,  N.  B. 

Charles  Paxton  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
at  Boston.  After  the  Boston  Massacre  he  retired  to  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  proscribed  and  banished,  and  his  estate 
was  confiscated.  He  was  remarkable,  says  Sabine  in  his 
"American  Loyalists,"  "for  finished  politeness  and  courtesy 
of  manners.  His  office  was  unpopular,  and  even  odious,  and 
the  wags  of  the  day  made  merry  with  qualities,  which  at  any 
other  time  would  have  commanded  respect."  On  Pope  Day, 
as  the  anniversary  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  November  5th,  was 
called,  there  was  usually  a  grand  pageant  of  various  figures 
on  a  stage  mounted  on  wheels,  and  drawn  through  the  streets 
with  horses.  Sometimes  political  characters  kept  company 
with  figures  of  the  Pretender,  the  Pope  and  the  Devil,  and  on 
one  occasion  Paxton  was  exhibited  between  the  two  latter, 
with  this  label  :  "  Every  man's  humble  servant  but  no  man's 
friend."  He  was  the  Commissioner  who  directed  his  deputy 
at   Salem,  in  1760,  to  apply  for  a  Writ  of  Assistance,  under 
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which  revenue  officers  would  have  authority  to  enter  and 
search  all  places  which  they  should  suspect  to  contain 
smuggled  goods.  It  was  in  the  discussions  consequent  upon 
this  application,  notably  in  the  speech  in  this  building  in 
1761,  that  James  Otis  struck  the  keynote  of  the  Revolution 
in  asserting  that  taxation  without  representation  was  tyranny, 
"and  that  expenditures  of  public  money  without  appropri- 
ations by  the  representatives  of  the  people  were  arbitrary, 
unconstitutional,  and  therefore  tyrannical."  Sabine  considers 
Charles  Townshend  in  England  and  Charles  Paxton  in  Amer- 
ica among  the  most  efficient  in  producing  the  Revolution. 
The  latter  often  visited  London.  He  complained  of  the  Bos- 
ton merchants  who  resisted  the  obnoxious  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  was  in  the  councils  of  those  who  shaped  the  legislation 
concerning  the  Colonies.  As  a  commissioner  he  was  more 
active  than  his  colleagues.  John  Adams  called  him  "  the 
essence  of  customs,  taxation  and  revenue,"  and  said  that  at 
one  time  "  he  appeared  to  be  Governor,  Lieut.-Governor, 
Secretary  and  Chief  Justice."  By  his  seizure  of  a  vessel  of 
John  Hancock's  he  caused  a  riot  and  the  flight  of  the  revenue 
officers  to  Castle  William,  after  which  he  was  hanged  in 
effigy  from  the  Liberty  Tree.  After  1776  he  lived  obscurely 
in  England  ;  he  was  a  pall-bearer  at  the  funeral  of  Governor 
Hutchinson,  in  1780,  and  died  in  1788,  at  the  seat  of  William 
Birch,  one  of  his  fellow  commissiop.ers. 

James  Boutineau  was  a  respectable  merchant,  who  married 
the  sister  of  Peter  Faneuil  ;  he  was  later  a  loyalist  and  a 
refugee,  and  v/e  shall  hear  of  him  again,  in  connection  with 
this  coffee-house. 

Thomas  Flucker  was  the  last  Secretary  of  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay.  He  was  in  London  in  1776,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  "  Brompton  Row  Tory  Club,"  an  Association  of 
loyalists.  He  died  in  P^ngland  in  1783.  General  Henry 
Knox  married  his  daughter. 

James  Bowdoin,  like  Boutineau,  was  a  descendant  of  P"rench 
Protestants.  As  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  a  sincere 
and  trusted  patriot,  he  needs  here  no  biographical  notice. 

Ralph  Inman,  a  well  known  Boston  merchant,  resided  in 
Cambridge,  and  was  the  first  Treasurer  of  Christ   Church  in 


35 

that  town.  His  estate,  on  the  street  named  for  him,  was 
seized  for  public  use  in  1774,  with  those  of  other  loyalists, 
and  was  leased  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence.  It  was 
afterward  restored  to  him,  and  he  died  in  Cambridge  in  1788. 

Nathaniel  Perkins,  a  physician,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1734.  He  went  to  Halifax  with  the  British  army  in  1776, 
was  proscribed  and  banished  in  1778,  and  died  in  1799. 

Captain  Joseph  Prince  was  one  of  the  sub.scribers  to 
Prince's  'Chronological  History  of  New  P^ngland,"  in  1736. 

Nathaniel  Hatch  of  Dorchester,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  was  Clerk  of  Courts,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
later,  of  one  of  the  inferior  Courts.  Having  in  the  attack 
on  the  Clarkes'  warehouse,  during  the  excitement  attending 
the  arrival  of  the  taxed  tea,  commanded  peace  in  the  King's 
name,  he  was  hooted  at  and  struck.  He  accompanied  the 
British  troops  to  Halifax  ;  was  proscribed  in  1778,  and  in 
1779  was  included  in  the  Conspiracy  Act  by  which  his 
estate  was  confiscated.     He  died  in  1780. 

Giles  Tidmarsh  was  one  of  the  early  wardens  of  Christ 
Church.     Wentvvorth  and  Pitts  were  well-known  merchants. 

The  inn  which,  on  the  grant  of  this  petition,  Joseph  Ballard 
opened  on  the  site  of  the  building  numbered  Sixty-six  State 
Street,  was  the  British  Coffee  House,  a  brief  account  of 
which,  and  of  the  events  of  public  interest  which  took 
place  within  its  walls,  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

The  term  Coffee  House,  introduced  here  from  England, 
where  it  had  already  become  famous  through  the  pages  of  the 
Spectator  as  the  name  of  the  resorts  of  the  wits  of  London, 
was  the  third  to  be  applied  in  this  city  to  public-houses, — 
the  first  being  "Ordinaries,"  and  the  second  "Taverns."  Of 
the  "coffee  houses,"  the  British  was  the  second  in  time,  the 
Crown  Coffee  House  being  built  in  17 10.  It  was,  says 
Drake,  ("  Old  Boston  Taverns,"  -i,^),  "  as  its  name  implies, 
as  emphatically  the  headquarters  of  the  out-and-out  loyalists 
as  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  over  the  way  was  of  the  unconditional 
whigs."  At  both  houses  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was 
celebrated  in  1767.  It  was  thus  an  inn  of  some  prominence, 
and  divided  with  its  neighbors  the  patronage  of  the  military 
and  civilians.     "  The  house  seems  to  have  been  preferred,'' 


says  the  same  author  in  his  "  Old  Landmarks  of  Boston," 
"  by  British  officers  ;  for  we  find  one  of  them,  Surgeon  Bol- 
ton, delivering  an  harangue  from  the  balcon}^,  ridiculing  the 
orations  of  Warren  and  Hancock,  and  abusive  of  the  whig 
patriots,  while  the  main  guard  paraded  in  front  furnished  an 
audience." 

The  British  Coffee  House  was  the  scene  of  a  more  pleasing 
and  historically  interesting  incident,  in  that  it  witnessed  the 
first  dramatic  representation  in  Boston  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge.  This  occurred  in  1750,  when  Otway's  "  The 
Orphan,  or  Unhappy  Marriage,"  was  performed  by  two 
young  Englishmen,  assisted  by  some  volunteer  talent  from 
the  town.  One  would  like  to  know  the  names  of  those 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Boston  who  strutted  their  very 
brief  hour  upon  the  stage  in  giving  aid  and  countenance  to 
the  performance.  There  must  have  been  a  very  bold  defiance 
of  public  opinion  in  the  selection  of  this  particular  play,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  the  pronunciation  of  these  lines  in 
the  third  act : 

-'  If  you're  religious,  keep  it  to  younselves ; 
Atheists  will  else  make  use  of  toleration, 
And  laugh  you  out  on"t.     Never  show  religion 
Except  you  mean  to  pass  for  knaves  of  conscience, 
And  cheat  believing  fools  that  think  ye  honest  ! " 

The  expression  of  these  or  other  sentiments  so  stirred  up 
public  feeling  as  to  cause  the  enactment  of  a  law  prohibit- 
ing the  performance  of  stage  plays  under  severe  penalties. 
The  preamble  of  the  act  recites  that  "  they  not  only  occasion 
great  and  unnecessary  expense  and  discourage  industry  and 
frugality,  but  likewise  tend  greatly  to  increase  immorality, 
impiety  and  contempt  of  religion."  Private  theatricals, 
however,  continued  to  be  given  clandestinely,  and  public 
representations,  under  the  name  of  "  Moral  Lectures,"  evaded 
the  law,  which  was  repealed  in  1792. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  "Club"  in  Boston,  and  the 
organization  of  the  first  social  body  under  that  name,  is  con- 
nected with  the  British  Coffee  House.  Here  the  "  Merchants' 
Club"  met  as  early  as  1749.  Several  of  the  signers  of  Bal- 
lard's   petition    were    business    men,  and  they  speak  of  the 
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"  Societys  "  which  met  there,  this  one  evidently  among  others. 
Its  membership,  says  Drake  ("Old  Boston  Taverns"),  "was 
not  restricted  to  merchants,  but  included  crown  officers,  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  military  and  naval  officers  serving  on  the 
Station,  and  gentlemen  of  high  social  rank  of  every  shade  and 
opinion."  Later,  however,  when  political  differences  de- 
stroyed the  old  harmony,  the  Whigs  seceded  to  the  "  Bunch 
of  Grapes,"  taking  the  name  of  the  "  Whig  Club."  John 
Adams  spent  an  evening  at  the  British,  then  kept  by  Cordis, 
in  1771,  and  noted  the  schism  even  then  visible. 

But    before    the    schism,   "  the  best  room  in  this    house," 
continues    Drake,    "held    almost    nightly    assemblages    of   a 
group  of  patriotic  men,  who  were  actively  consolidating  all 
the  elements  of  opposition  into  a  single  force.     Not  inaptly 
they  might  be  called  the  Old  Guard  of  the  Revolution."     In 
these  conferences  James  Otis  was  a  natural  leader,  for  which 
position  his  acute  and  logical  mind,  mastery  of  law,  intensity 
of  purpose,  and  keen  and  biting  satire  fitted  him,  and  which 
made  him  the  best  hated  and  most  feared  man  on  the  Whig 
side.     The  British  Coffee  House,  then,  was  the  natural  scene 
of  the  brutal  attack  upon  Otis  by  British  officials.      "  Stung  to 
madness  by  proofs  of  calumnies  upon  his  motives  as  a  leader 
of  the  patriotic  party,  and  agitated  by  the  evils  which  threat- 
ened the  country,"  says  Tudor  ("  Life  of  James  Otis,"  360), 
he  hurled  his  defiance  at  his  maligners  in  a  notice  published 
in  the  Boston  Gazette,  Sept.  4,  1769,  wherein  he  mentioned 
by  name  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  (including  Charles 
Paxton,  who  signed  Ballard's  petition)  as  falsely  representing 
him  as  inimical  to  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  disaffected 
to  his  majesty,  "  to  whom  I  annually  swear,  and  am  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  bear  true  and  faithful  allegiance  :  for 
all  which  general,  as  well  as  personal  abuse  and  insult,  satis- 
faction  has  been  personally  demanded,  due  warning  given,, 
but  no  sufficient  answer  obtained  ; "    he  therefore  asked  his. 
majesty's  Secretaries  of   State  to  pay  no  regard  to  abusive 
misrepresentations  of  him  that  might  be  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners or  their  confederates. 

The  next  evening,  about  seven  o'clock,   Mr.    Otis  went  to 
the  British  Coffee  House,  where  Robinson,  one  of  the  Com- 
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missioners,  was  sitting  with  a  number  of  army,  navy  and 
revenue  officers.  As  soon  as  he  came  in,  an  altercation 
took  place,  which  soon  terminated  in  Robinson  striking  him 
with  a  cane.  Otis  returned  the  blow  with  a  weapon  of  the 
same  kind.  After  some  time  the  combatants  were  separated. 
Robinson  retreated  by  a  back  passage,  and  Otis  was  led 
home  wounded  and  bleeding.  He  instituted  an  action  against 
Robinson,  who  shortly  after  this  transaction  was  married  to 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Boutineau,  "  a  respectable  merchant," 
and  left  the  country,  bonds  having  been  given  to  answer  to 
the  suit.  The  jury  awarded  ;£'2,ooo  damages,  which  Otis 
magnanimously  gave  up  on  receiving  a  written  apology  signed 
by  Robinson,  and  presented  to  the  Court  by  Mr.  Boutineau. 
This  injury  contributed  to  the  insanity  which  later  overtook 
the  patriot  orator. 

After  hostilities  had  actually  commenced  the  name  of  the 
house  was  changed,  in  1776,  to  the  American  Coffee  House. 
It  became  a  place,  says  Drake,  of  public  vendue  in  1786  "  by 
a  firm  which  sold  books  in  the  chamber,  and  jackasses  in  the 
street."  The  Massachusetts  Bank  long  occupied  its  site. 
When  Governor  Hancock  entertained  the  Fusileers  at  dinner 
here  in  1792,  the  bill  for  dinner  for  eighty  persons  was  8 
pounds,  and  for  punch,  sherry  and  brandy,  20  pounds  3  shil- 
linsfs. 


THE     BOSTON     PORT     BILL. 

Another  document,  which  brings  us  to  the  threshold  of  the 
Revolution,  is  a  letter  of  William  Cooper,  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Boston,  announcing  the  passage  by  Parliament  of  the  Boston 
Port  Bill,  to  which  the  King  gave  his  assent  March  31,  1774. 
This  bill  was  England's  answer  to  the  destruction  of  the  tea. 
It  was  enacted  that  from  and  after  June  i8th  the  loading  and 
discharging,  lading  or  shipping  of  goods  at  the  town  and 
within  the  harbor  of  Boston  should  be  discontinued.  Infor- 
mation of  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  received  on  May  loth  ; 
on  the  13th  the  town  was  called  together  upon  the  subject, 
and  passed  the  following  vote,  a  copy  of  which,  signed  by 
Cooper,  is  now  in  our  possession:  — 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Boston  duly  qualified 
and  legally  warned  in  public  Town  Meeting 
Assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Fryday  the  13th 
Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1774- 

Voted,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town  that  if  the  other  Colonies 
come  into  a  Joint  resolution  to  stop  all  Importations  from  Great 
Britain  and  Exportations  to  Great  Britain  and  every  part  of  the 
West  Indies,  till  the  Act  of  blocking  up  this  Harbour  be  repealed, 
the  same  will  prove  the  Salvation  of  North  America  and  her 
Liberties  ;  on  the  other  hand  if  they  continue  their  Exports  and 
Imports  there  is  high  reason  to  fear  that  fraud,  power  and  the  most 
odious  oppression  will  rise  tryumphant  over  right.  Justice,  Social 
Happiness  and  freedom.  And  moreover  that  this  vote  be  forthwith 
transmitted  by  the  Moderator  to  all  our  Sister  Colonies  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  this  Town. 

Att.  William  Cooper,  Toivn  Clerk. 

This  copy  of  the  vote  was  accompanied  by  the  following 
letter: 

Boston,  May  13,  1774- 
Gentlemen  : 

We  have  just  received  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament Passed  the  preceding  Session,  whereby  the  Town  of  Boston 
is  treated  in  a  manner  the  most  Ignominious  and  unjust.  The 
Parliament  have  taken  upon  them  by  the  representation  of  our 
Governor  and  other  persons  inimical  to  and  deeply  prejudiced 
against  the  Inhabitants,  to  try,  condemn,  and  by  an  Act  to  punish 
them  unheard  which  would  be  a  violation  of  Natural  Justice,  even 
if  they  had  an  acknowledged  Jurisdiction.  They  have  ordered  our 
Port  to  be  intirely  shut  up,  leaving  us  barely  so  much  as  the  means 
of  subsistence  as  to  keep  us  from  Perishing  with  Cold  and  Hunger, 
and  it  is  said  that  a  Fleet  of  British  Ships  of  War  is  to  Shut  up  our 
Harbour,  untill  we  shall  make  restitution  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany for  the  loss  of  their  Tea  which  was  destroyed  therein  the 
Winter  past,  obedience  paid  to  the  Laws  and  Authority  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  revenue  is  duly  collected.  This  Act  fills  the  Inhab- 
itants with  Indignation.  The  more  thinking  part  of  those  who 
have  heretofore  been  in  favour  of  the  measures  of  the  British 
Government,  look  upon  it  as  not  to  have  been  expected  even  from 
a  barbarous  State. 
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This  attack  tho'  made  immediately  upon  us  is  doubtless  designed 
for  every  other  Colony  who  will  not  surrender  their  Sacred  Rights 
and  Liberties  into  the  hands  of  an  Infamous  Ministry.  Now  there- 
fore is  the  Time,  when  all  should  be  united  in  opposition  to  this 
violation  of  the  Liberties  of  all  The  Grand  Object  is  to  divide  the 
Colonies.  We  are  well  informed,  that  another  Bill  is  to  be  brought 
into  parliament  to  distinguish  this  from  the  other  Colonies  by 
repealing  some  of  the  Acts  which  have  been  complained  [of]  and 
ease  the  American  Trade,  but  be  assured  you  will  be  called  upon  to 
surrender  your  Rights,  if  ever  they  should  Succeed  in  their  attempt 
to  suppress  the  Spirit  of  liberty  here. 

The  single  question  then  is,  weather  you  consider  Boston  as  now 
suffering  in  the  common  cause  and  sensibly  feal  and  resent  the 
Injury  and  Affront  offered  to  her.  If  you  do  (and  we  cannot  be- 
lieve otherwise)  may  we  not  from  your  Approbation  of  our  former 
conduct  in  defence  of  American  Liberty,  rely  on  your  suspending 
your  Trade  with  Great  Britain  at  least,  which  it  is  acknowledged 
will  be  a  great  but  necessary  Sacrifice  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty  and 
will  effectually  defeat  the  designs  of  this  Act  of  Revenge,  If  this 
should  be  done  you  will  please  to  consider  it  will  be  thought  a 
voluntary  suffering  greatly  short  of  what  we  are  called  to  indure 
under  the  immediate  Hand  of  Tyranny. 

We  desire  your  answer  by  the  Bearer,  and  after  assuring  you  that 

not  in  the  least  intimidated  by  this  Inhuman  Treatment  we  are  still 

determined  to  the  utmost  of  our  Abilities  to  maintain  the  Rights  of 

America,  we  are 

Gentlemen 

Your  Friends  and  Countrymen 

Syned  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Boston. 

William  Cooper,   Clerk. 

N.  B.  The  above  was  written  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Towns  of  Charlestown,  Cam- 
bridge, Brookline,  Newton,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Lexington  and 
Lynn. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  this  vote  was  taken  and  sent  to 
the  other  Colonies,  Governor  Gage  arrived  from  England. 
After  the  removal  of  the  General  Court  to  Salem,  June  ist, 
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all  business  ceased  at  the  Custom  House  of  Boston,  and  the 
port  was  shut  against  every  vessel  that  applied  to  enter. 
"These  things,"  says  Snow  ("History  of  Boston,"  296),  "bore 
heavily  upon  Massachusetts,  and  particularly  upon  Boston, 
but  her  citizens  did  not  sink  under  the  weight  of  them."  The 
Boston  Committee  of  Correspondence  framed  a  Solemn 
League  and  Covenant,  whereby  all  that  signed  it  bound 
themselves  to  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain,  until  a  restoration  of  their  charter  rights.  In  spite 
of  the  endeavor  of  Governor  Gage  to  prevent  it,  thousands 
all  over  the  Province  put  their  names  to  it,  and  faithfully 
complied  with  its  obligations.  The  suffering  in  Boston  was 
intense,  but  donations  for  the  poor  came  in  from  all  quarters, 
and  employment  was  found  for  many  of  them  at  the  town's 
expense. 

William  Cooper,  the  town's  patriot  clerk,  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  William  Cooper,  of  Brattle  Street  Church,  and  a 
grandson  of  Judge  Samuel  Sevvall.  He  was  a  representative 
from  Boston  to  the  General  Court ;  register  of  Probate  for 
Suffolk  county ;  a  fire-warden  with  Hancock,  Scollay  and 
Samuel  Adams ;  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, and  seems  always  to  have  officiated  as  its  clerk  ;  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  hand-bill  in  1774  advising  the  British 
soldiers  to  withdraw.  He  served  on  numerous  committees 
during  the  Revolution,  and  made  himself  very  obnoxious  to 
the  Royalists,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from 
the  London  "Political  Register"  for  1780:  "William  Cooper 
was  formerly  Town  Clerk  of  Boston,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest 
knaves  and  most  inveterate  rebels  in  New  England.  He  is 
a  very  hot-headed  man,  and  constantly  urges  the  most  violent 
measures."  He  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  in  1760,  and  re- 
mained in  office  until  his  death  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  During  this  time  he  is  said  never  to  have 
missed  a  meetins:  of  the  Town. 


THE    INQUEST    UPON    MICHAEL    JOHNSON. 

Two  documents  relating  to  the  Boston  Massacre  come  to 
us  from  the  Leffingwell  Collection,  the  first  being  the  indict- 
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ment  against  Captain  Preston  and  the  British  soldiers  for  kill- 
ing Samuel  Maverick  ;  the  soldiers  are  described  as  laborers, 
who,  "not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  but  being 
moved  and  seduced  by  the  Instigation  of  the  Devil  and  their 
own  wicked  hearts  "  did  assault  one  Samuel  Maverick.  The 
jury  charge  that  one  of  the  soldiers,  Matthew  Kilroy,  "a  cer- 
tain hand  Gun  of  the  value  of  twenty  shillings  which  he  the 
said  Matthew  Kilroy  then  and  there  held  in  both  his  hands 
charged  with  Gun  Powder  and  a  leaden  Bullet,  then  and  there 
feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  shoot 
off  at  and  against  the  said  Samuel  Maverick,  and  that  the  said 
Matthew  Kilroy  with  the  leaden  bullet  aforesaid  out  of  the 
said  hand  Gun  then  and  there,  by  force  of  the  said  Gunpowder 
so  shot  off  and  discharged  as  aforesaid  did  then  and  tliej-e 
feloniously,  zvilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforesaid  strike,  poie- 
trate  and  tvoimd  the  said  Samuel  Maverick  in  and  upon  the 
Belly  of  him  the  said  Samuel  Maverick,  thereby  giving  him 
one  mortal  wound  six  inches  in  Depth  and  one  Inch  in  width, 
of  which  mortal  wound  the  said  Maverick  did  languish  and 
languishing  did  live  until  the  sixth  day  of  this  instant  March 
and  then  died  of  said  mortal  wound."  Signed  by  "John 
Sewall,  att./w  Doni.  Rege.     This  is  a  true  bill. 

"  Wm.  Taylor,  P'oreman." 

In  the  August  Term,  1770,  the  defendants  pleaded  not 
guilty,  which  is  entered  on  the  indictment  :  "attest  Samuel 
Winthrop,  Clerk." 

Similar  indictments  were  found  against  the  defendants  for 
the  murder  of  Attucks,  Gray,  Caldwell,  and  Carr.  Maverick 
was  a  youth  of  seventeen,  the  son  of  a  widow  ;  Gray,  a  young 
man  working  in  the  rope-walks  ;  Patrick  Carr  is  supposed  to 
have  been  an  Irishman,  or  the  son  of  Irish  parents. 

Far  more  interesting,  and  in  fact  the  most  curious  relic  of 
this  unfortunate  affair  which  has  come  down  to  us,  is  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  upon  the  body  of  Michael  John- 
son, the  original  of  which  is  now  in  possession  of  this 
Society.  It  is  endorsed  in  writing  of  the  ancient  style,  but 
in  blacker  ink  than   that   used   in  the  body  of  the  verdict, 
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"  Inquest  on  Body  of  Michl.  Johnson  alias  Crispus  Attucks," 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Suffolk  SS.  An  inquisition  indented,  taken  at  Boston  within  the 
said  county  of  Suffolk  the  Sixth  day  of  March  in  the  tenth  year  of 
the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  third  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c.,  before  Robert  Peirpont  gentleman,  one  of  the  coroners 
of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  within  the  county  of  Suffolk  aforesaid, 
upon  the  view  of  the  Body  of  Michael  Johnson  then  and  there 
being  dead,  by  the  oaths  of  Benjamin  Waldo  Foreman  Jacob 
Emmons  John  McLane  William  Fleet  John  Wise  John  How 
Nathaniel  Hurd  William  Baker  junior  William  Hogg  William 
Crofts  Enoch  Rust  Robert  Duncan  William  Palfrey  and  Samuel 
Danforth  good  and  lawful  men  of  Boston  aforesaid,  within  the 
county  aforesaid  ;  who  being  Charged  and  Sworn  to  enquire  for 
our  said  Lord  the  King,  When  and  by  what  Means,  and  how  the 
said  Michael  Johnson  came  to  his  Death  :  upon  their  oaths  do 
say,  that  the  said  Michael  Johnson  was  wilfully  and  feloniously 
murdered  in  King  Street  in  Boston  in  the  county  aforesaid  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  instant  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  by 
the  discharge  of  a  musket  or  muskets  loaded  with  bulletts  two 
of  which  were  shot  thro'  his  body  by  a  party  of  soldiers  to  us 
unknown  then  and  there  headed  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Thomas  Preston  of  his  Majesty's  29th  Regiment  of  foot  against 
the  peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  crown  and  dignity 
and  so  by  that  means  he  came  by  his  death  as  appears  by 
evidence. 

Then  follow  the  signattires  of  the  jury  and  their  seals. 

The  foreman,  Waldo,  is  spoken  of  in  Drake's  History  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  to  inspect  the  manifests  of  the 
cargoes  of  vessels  arriving  from  England  in  1768,  after  the 
non-importation  agreement  of  that  year. 

Jacob  Emmons  was  one  of  the  subscribers  to  Prince's 
"  Chronological  History  of  New  England." 

William  Fleet  was  one  of  the  family  of  printers  of  that 
name,  proprietors  of  the  "Boston  Evening  Post." 

Samuel  Danforth  was  a  celebrated  doctor  of  the  time,  who, 
says  Dr.  Holmes  in  the  "  Memorial  History  of  Boston  "  (IV, 
563),    "anticipated    the    practitioners    of    our    own    time    in 
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entirely  giving  up  blood-letting."      He  was  a  loyalist,   but 
remained  in  Boston  after  the  siege. 

Nathaniel  Hurd  was  the  first  and  one  of  the  best  engravers 
of  New  England.  He  was  born  in  1730  and  died  in  1777. 
In  seal  cutting  and  die  engraving  he  was  considered  superior 
to  any  one  in  the  Colonies.  He  was  probably  the  first  person 
in  the  United  States  to  engrave  on  copper,  and  among  his 
works  was  a  representation  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  in  which, 
as  a  member  of  the  Coroner's  jury,  he  had  a  personal  interest, 
a  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sewall  of  the  Old  South  Church 
(v.  Hill's  "History,"  H,  99),  a  specimen  of  which  is  in  our 
possession,  the  book  plate  of  Harvard  College,  and  a  descrip- 
tive representation  of  one  Hudson,  a  foreigner,  standing  in 
the  pillory,  in  1762,  for  forgery  of  Province  notes.  The  devil 
is  represented  as  flying  towards  him  crying,  "  This  is  the  man 
for  me."  Hudson,  who  is  called  "  T/ie  Doctor^'  replies  in  a 
poem  which  is  printed  underneath.  An  example  of  this  rare 
work,  together  with  a  portrait  of  Hurd,  is  in  the  possession  of 
this  Society,  the  former  marked  "  Sold  by  N.  Hurd,  near  the 
Exchange,  at  the  Heart  and  Crown,  in  Cornhill,  Boston." 

William  Palfrey,  born  in  Boston  in  1741,  was  active  in  the 
movements  which  preceded  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  General  Washington  from  March  to  April,  1776, 
when  he  was  appointed  paymaster-general.  In  November, 
1780,  he  was  appointed  Consul-general  to  France  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  Congress,  and  embarked  in  a  ship  for  that 
country,  which  was  never  heard  of  again  after  she  had  left 
the  capes.  He  was  grandfather  of  the  late  Dr.  John  G. 
Palfrey. 

Nothing  but  the  indorsement  on  the  back  in  other  writing 
connects  Michael  Johnson  with  Crispus  Attucks,  nor  does  it 
follow  that  this  victim's  name  was  Johnson  rather  than  At- 
tucks, but  the  contrary  is  probable,  that  Attucks  when  he 
came  to  Boston  took  the  name  of  Johnson.  The  prisoners 
were  indicted,  and  particularly  William  Warren,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Attucks,  the  indictment  being  printed  in  the  account 
of  the  "Trial  of  the  British  Soldiers,"  published  in  1824  by 
William  Emmons.  If  the  name  of  the  murdered  man  was  in 
reality  Johnson,   the   able    counsel   for   the    prisoners,  John 


/  tv 


45 

Adams  and  Josiah  Quincy,  would  undoubtedly  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  discrepancy  in  favor  of  their  clients.  At- 
tacks, who  was  a  stranger  in  Boston,  being  a  sailor  on  a 
vessel  lying  in  the  Harbor,  was  a  mulatto  of  Framingham, 
near  the  Natick  line,  "where  an  old  cellar-hole  remains,"  says 
Kidder  ("History  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  1870,"  p.  29,  note), 
"where  the  Attucks  family  formerly  lived.  Attuck  is  an 
Indian  word  meaning  a  deer,  and  was  often  given  as  a  name 
to  children.  His  ancestors  were  probably  of  the  Natick 
tribe,  who  had  intermarried  with  negroes  who  were  slaves, 
and  as  their  descendants  were  held  as  such,  he  inherited 
their  condition."  Twenty  years  before  the  Massacre  he  had 
run  away  from  his  master,  who  published  a  description  of  him 
in  the  Boston  Gazette  or  Weekly  Journal,  October  2,  1750. 
Ten  pounds  were  offered  for  his  capture,  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely, that  coming  to  Boston  in  1770,  he  may  have  assumed 
a  name  which  would  not  of  itself  call  attention  to  his  race  or 
previous  condition. 

ADMIRAL    SIR    ISAAC    COFFIN's    LETTER. 

The  last  autograph  to  be  mentioned  comes  to  us  from  the 
donor  of  the  first,  Mr.  John  Coffin  Jones  Brown,  whose  valu- 
able gifts  have  been  acknowledged  by  vote  of  the  Directors. 
The  letter  of  the  doughty  admiral  is  accompanied  by  his  por- 
trait, engraved  by  Ridley  from  an  original  miniature  published 
by  S.  Gold,  Shoe  Lane,  London,  i  August,  1804,  inscribed 
around  his  coat  of  arms,  "  Sir  Isaac  Coffin  Bart.  Rear  Admiral 
of  the  White  Squadron."  This  is  a  rare  portrait,  of  much 
more  delicate  expression  than  the  reproduction  of  Stuart's 
portrait  in  Amory's  memoir  of  the  distinguished  Bostonian, 
who  entered  the  Royal  navy  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  com- 
manded a  ship  at  twenty-two,  was  actively  employed  on  the 
American  coast  during  the  Revolution,  a  commander  in  1781, 
rear-admiral  in  1804,  vice-admiral  in  1808,  and  a  member  of 
Parliament  in  181 8  and  1826.  Soon  after  the  war  of  18 12,  he 
established  a  school-ship  in  Massachusetts  waters  for  instruc- 
tion in  navigation.  His  name  is  better  known  from  the 
school  which  he  founded  in  Nantucket,  the  home  of  his 
ancestors,    to    which    he    was    warmly    attached.       For    this 
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purpose  he  invested  a  fund  of  ^2,500,  which  was  after- 
wards increased  to  ;^io,ooo.  It  is  in  reference  to  this  school 
that  the  letter  was  written  which  has  now  come  into  our 
possession,  illustrating  the  fact,  to  which  so  many  of  our 
naval  officers,  from  that  time  to  this,  have  given  evidence, 
that  "blood  is  thicker  than  water,"  and  that,  in  this  particular 
case,  although  as  the  son  of  a  loyalist  father  he  had  borne 
arms  against  his  country,  he  was,  as  he  himself  says,  warmly 
attached  to  the  land  of  his  birth.  It  is  also  interesting  from 
the  frank  expression  of  his  religious  liberality,  which  he  cu- 
riously expresses  in  exact  coincidence  with  the  renowned 
saying  of  Frederick  the  Great,  who,  in  1740,  wrote  on  the 
margin  of  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Religion  that  certain 
schools  were  used  for  sectarian  purposes,  "  In  this  country 
every  man  must  go  to  Heaven  his  own  way."  It  is  hardly 
possible  that,  at  a  time  when  biographies  were  rare,  and 
collections  of  modern  ana  as  yet  unknown,  Coffin  had  heard 
of  the  characteristic  formula  of  the  great  Prussian. 

We  now  give  the  letter  in  full,  addressed  free,  under  frank 
"Admiral  Sir  J.  Coffin,"  to  "His  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln, 
&c.  &c.  Boston,"  the  words,  in  another  hand,  "Washington 
City,"  being  erased  :  — 

St.  Helier,  Jersey,  i6th  April,  1834. 
Dear  Sir  ^ 

Having  it  in  Contemplation  to  invest  three  thousand  pounds  in 
the  Hands  of  a  Trustee  for  the  Benefit  of  my  School  at  Nantucket 
I  am  induced  to  ask  your  Excellency  whether  it's  compatible  with 
your  Situation  to  undertake  the  Distribution  of  One  Hundred 
Pounds  sterling  per  annum,  as  follows,  for  the  first  ten  years  the 
Dividends  to  be  laid  out  in  the  Purchase  of  Books  to  form  a  Library, 
in  the  choice  of  which  the  President  of  Harvard  College  to  be  con- 
sulted. No  religious  Tracts  being  an  Episcopalian  myself  I  leave 
my  Relations  to  go  to  Heaven  their  own  Way.  After  that  Period, 
five  Boys  and  as  many  Girls  to  have  annually  ten  Pounds  Sterling 
each  who  may  by  my  Trustees  at  Nantucket  be  named  to  you  on 
leaving  School  as  the  most  deserving  without  Favour  or  Affection, 
the  Books  to  be  purchased  of  the  Citizens  of  Boston.  The  Stock  will 
be  transferred   to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for 

I  At  the  bottom  of  the  page  : 

"  His  Excellency, 

Levi  Lincoln." 
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the  time  being,  so  that  on  your  Demise  your  Successor  will  only  have 
to  renew  the  Power  of  Attorney  to  Messrs.  Coutts  &  Co.  Bankers 
Strand  London.  The  Money  to  be  drawn  for  every  six  Months  as 
the  Dividends  become  due  by  Bills  of  Exchange  at  thirty  or  sixty 
Days  sight. 

I  pray  you  to  forgive  me  for  the  Trouble  I  put  you  to  on  this 
Subject,  and  only  remember  it  from  your  Countryman,  as  much 
attached  as  ever  to  his  beloved  country.  Your  reply  directed  to 
Messrs.  Tho.  &  Wm.  Earles  &  Co.'  care  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Wishing  you  Health  &  Happiness  I  remain 

Your  obedient  Servant 

Isaac  Coffin 

Admiral. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Committee  are  often  obliged  to  decline  gifts  which  do 
not  relate,  in  their  origin  or  history,  to  Boston  or  her  citizens. 
The  over-crow^ded  condition  of  our  rooms,  as  well  as  the  scope 
of  our  organization,  prevent  our  acceptance  of  many  articles 
of  interest  and  value.  The  generosity  of  our  members  and 
of.  the  public  is  a  subject  of  congratulation,  and  testifies  to 
the  warm  and  increasing  regard  felt  for  us  within  and  without 
our  corporate  limits.  To  those  donors,  whose  names  are 
given  in  our  catalogue  of  gifts,  our  hearty  acknowledgments 
are  offered.  The  increase  of  our  collections  is  a  striking  evi- 
dence of  the  firm  position  our  Society  has  assumed. 

By  vote  of  the  Directors,  photogravure  copies  of  the  three 
water-color  views  of  Boston,  taken  by  Captain  Richard  Byron, 
R.  N.,  about  1764,  are  bound  with  this  volume,  and  thus  pre- 
sented to  our  members.      These  views  represent 

1.  The  North  End,  together  with  Charlestown. 

2.  Long  Wharf,  and  part  of  the  Harbor. 

3.  The  South  End  and  Neck. 

The  original  views  were  presented  by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
a  kinsman  of  the  late  Captain  Byron,  to  Mr.  Edward  L.  Pierce, 
and  by  him  to  this  Society,  and  are  described  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society  for  1890.  Colored  copies  of  the  views 
have  been  framed  and  sent  with  the  compliments  of  the 
Directors  to  Lord  Carlisle. 

For  the  Committee  on  the  Rooms, 

S.  Arthur  Bent, 

Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  David  H.  Coolidge  made  the  report  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  proposing  for  election  the  following  gentlemen  : 


For  Dirccto7's. 


Curtis  Guild. 
Samuel  H.  Russell. 
Hamilton  A.  Hill. 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish. 


John  Lathrop. 
George  O.  Carpenter. 
William  S.  Appleton, 
Benjamin  C.  Clark. 


Jacob  A.  Dresser. 

For  Clerk  mid  Treasurer. 
Samuel  Arthur   Bent. 

A  ballot  being  ordered,  they  were  declared  duly  elected  for 
the  vear  i8qi. 


REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON   THE 
LIBRARY. 

The  accessions  to  the  Library  during  the  year  1890  amount 
to  107  volumes  and  24  pamphlets,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
annexed  table.  Among  the  more  valuable  may  be  mentioned 
the  "  History  of  the  Old  South  Church,"  by  H.  A.  Hill, 
Esq.  ;  two  pamphlets  written  and  printed  by  Benjamin  F, 
Stevens,  Esq.,  accompanying  portraits  of  John  Paul  Jones 
and  Isaac  Hull  ;  a  memorial  of  the  late  N.  J.  Bradlee,  Esq., 
from  Mrs.  Bradlee  ;  "  Thoughts  in  Prison,"  by  the  Rev. 
William  Dodd,  1777,  from  Captain  N.  Appleton  ;  "  Life  of 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,"  4  vols.,  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  May  ; 
three  books,  illustrated  by  Abel  Bowen,  from  Charles  A. 
Stearns,  Esq.  ;  Memorabilia  of  the  Revere  Copper  Co.,  by 
S.  T.  Snow,  Esq.,  its  Treasurer,  presented  by  him  ;  Shurtleff's 
"  Description  of  Boston,"  a  new  edition  containing  the  Byron 
prints,    given    by    Alderman    Folsom  ;    Memorabilia   of   the 
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Massachusetts  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  from  the  Hon.  S.  C. 
Cobb.  The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  on  the 
acquisition  of  a  new  book-case  of  sufficient  size  to  contain  a 
large  number  of  volumes.  It  is  hoped  that  the  ability  of  the 
Society  to  provide  suitably  for  its  library  will  stimulate 
members  to  increase  the  already  valuable  authorities  on  the 
history  and  biography  of  Boston.  The  Committee  recom- 
mend a  careful  examination  and  classification  of  the  large 
number  of  pamphlets  belonging  to  the  Society,  and  that  such 
as  may  be  thought  to  be  especially  valuable  be  bound  for 
better  preservation. 

The  Library  Committee, 


By  James  L.  Whitney, 


Chairman. 


ACCESSIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY,   1890. 


Donors. 

Vols. 

'amph- 

LETS. 

Appleton,  Nathan 

Bent,  S.  Arthur  .... 

Boston,  City  of    . 

Bradlee,  Mrs.  Nathaniel  J. 

Brinley,  Francis 

Burrage,  William  C.    . 

2 

2 

I 
I 

I 

3 

I 

Cobb,  Hon.  S.  C. 
Creswell,  W.  T.  . 
Dedham  Historical  Society 
Devens,  Hon.  Charles 

I 

I 
I 

I 

Folsom,  A.  A.     . 
Hassam,  Fred.  F. 

I 

I 

Hill,  H.  A.          ... 
Hoar,  Hon.  G.  F. 
Kansas  Historical  Society  . 
May,  Rev.  Samuel 
Montgomery,  James  M. 
Noble,  John 

2 
2 

I 

4 

I 
I 
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Donors. 

Number  brought  forward, 
O'Brien,  Hon.  Hugh  . 
Parsons,  A.  S.     . 
Peabody,  Rev.  A.  P.    . 
Perkins,  Augustus  T. 
Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Association 
Snow,  Samuel  T. 
Stearns,  Charles  A.     . 
Stevens,  Benj,  F. 
Stone,  Henry 

Union  League  Club,  New  Y 
Warren,  Lucius  H. 
Warren,  Wm.  W. 
Whitman,  G.  H. 
Whitmore,  W.  H. 
Wilder,  E.  W.      . 
Yale  University  . 
Purchased  . 


Total 


ork 


Vols. 

21 
I 
I 

I 
I 
1 

3 

1 1 
I 

I 


14 
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Pam- 
phlets. 


I 

II 


107  24 


The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  placed  on  file.  The  statement  will  be 
found  on  the  opposite  page. 


Adjourned 


S.  ARTHUR    BENT, 


Clerk. 
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ACCESSIONS 
TO   THE   SOCIETY'S   COLLECTIONS,    1890. 


GIFTS    AND    PURCHASES. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Appleton,  Nathan 


Appleton,  Mrs.  Wm. 

Bigelow,  Francis  H. 

Bliss,  Wm.  R. 

Bowditch,  Dr.  H.  I. 
Bradlee,  Miss  Helen  C. 

Brigham,  Robert  B. 
Brownell,  Frank  N. 

Gate,  Mrs.  G.  W. 


A  silver  medal  of  the  American  Exhibition  of  For- 
eign Products,  Boston,  1883. 

Menu  of  dinner  of  Webster  Historical  Society, 
1885. 

Water-color  souvenir  of  Kossuth's  visit  to  Boston, 
1851-2,  painted  by  Thomas  G.  Appleton. 

List  of  subscribers  to  the  engraving  of  Ames's 
picture,  "  The  Last  Days  of  Daniel  Webster  at 
Marshfield,"  containing  700  autograph  signatures, 
including  those  of  President  Fillmore,  Scott, 
Seward,  Everett,  Choate,  etc. 

Tinder-box  and  flints,  belonging  to  Professor  Pop- 
kin,  of  Harvard  College. 

Programme  of  the  Exhibition  of  the  English  High 
School,  1840. 

Portrait  of  Gov.  Caleb  Strong,  framed  engraving. 

Dress  Sword,  formerly  worn  by  Capt.  J.  Putnam 
Bradlee,  Commander  of  the  New  England 
Guards. 

Officer  of  the  New  England  Guards,  Lith.  from 
Hubbard,  by  W.  S.  Duval,  Philadelphia. 

Three  Platters,  with  pictures  of  Bacon's  Oyster 
House,  Washington  St.,  1849. 

"The  Arctic  Moon,"  a  hektograph  newspaper, 
printed  by  a  process  of  transferring,  in  Grinnell 
Land,  by  the  Greeley  Exploration  party ;  S.  B. 
Lockwood,  S.  W.  Rice,  C.  B.  Henry,  publishers 
and  editors,  No.  i,  Nov.  24,  1881.  The  only 
perfect  copy. 

A  portrait  of  General  Warren,  painted  on  glass, 
framed  ;  once  owned  by  Charlotte  Cushman. 
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DKSCRIPTION. 


Cheswell,  Capt.  W.  T.  !  A  cannon,  made  of  the  wood  of  the  British  man- 
of-war  "  Somerset,"  wrecked  on  Cape  Cod, 
November,  1778. 


Clark,  Benj.  C. 


Cochran,  Richard  E. 


Cochrane,  Alexander 


Colburn,  Jeremiah 


Cruft,  Rev.  S.  B. 

Curtis,  H.  P. 
Davis.  Arthur  G. 


Deland,  The  Misses 


Flynn,  J.  C. 


Folsom,  Capt.  A.  A. 


Fowle,  Wm.  P.  &  Co. 
Frye,  William 


An  ancient  Fire  Insurance  Policy,  with  copper- 
plate heading,  representing  the  Old  State  House 
inflames;  dated  Jan.  12,  1814. 

A  framed  ticket  of  admission  to  the  Harrison  In- 
auguration Ball,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  March  4,  1841, 
with  a  list  of  the  managers. 

A  framed  photograph  copy  of  a  portrait  by  Copley 
of  Judge  Samuel  Phillips  Savage,  of  Weston, 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  President 
of  the  Mass.  Board  of  War  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Middlesex  County.  He  presided  at  the 
meeting  in  the  Old  South  Church,  Dec.  14,  1773, 
called  to  protest  against  the  landing  of  the  taxed 
tea. 

An  engraved  jjortrait,  framed,  of  John  Singleton 
Copley,  Lord  Lyndhurst,  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England,  son  of  Copley,  the  painter,  born  in 
Boston,  1772. 

A  deed  from  Moses  Little  to  Geo.  Jefferds,  March 
18,  1758. 

A  photograph  of  the  Boston  Reservoir,  built  1847. 

Photographs  of  the  Hancock  House,  Washington 
Elm,  Cambridge,  and  the  great  organ  in  Music 
Hall. 

A  tortoise-shell  work-box,  inlaid  with  pearl,  the 
contents  gold-plated,  with  figures  of  flowers,, 
etc.,  embossed,  with  a  music-box  attachment. 
It  was  formerly  owned  by  the  family  of  Hartt, 
who  built  the  frigate  "  Constitution." 

A  lithograph  copy  of  a  portrait  by  Stuart,  of  Bishop 
Cheverus  (1768- 1836),  consecrated  first  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Boston,  1810;  afterwards 
Archbishop  of  Bordeaux,  and  Cardinal. 

A  broadside,  "The  Honourable  Artillery  Com- 
pany "  of  London.  A  short  history  of  that 
organization  issued  by  the  Company,  containing 
a  reference  to  the  visit  of  a  delegation  of  the- 
Company  to  Boston,  on  the  250th  Anniversary- 
of  the  A.  &  H.  A.  Co. 

An  autograph  letter  of  early  Bostonians. 

A  framed  photograph  of  the  ruins  of  the  building- 
on  the  corner  of  Bedford  and  Kingston  streets, 
burned  Thanksgiving  Day,  1889. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Goddard,  Mrs.  Mary 
T. 


Hancock,  Henry  L. 

Hill,  E.  Andrew 
Hill,  Hamilton  A. 


Jacobs,  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 

Kendall,  Henry  C. 
Lawrence,  William  C, 


Lampson,  Waldo  T. 
Lynch,  Miss  Rebecca 

Mclntyre,  W.  F. 

Norcross,  G.  H. 
Parke.  G.  W. 

Pratt,  Dr.  J.  F. 

Purchased 
Ross,  Joseph  R. 
Sharp,  James  C. 


Shreve.  W.  P. 


A  sampler  worked  by  Mrs.  Frothingham  (grand- 
mother of  the  Hon.  Richard  Frothingham,  of 
Charlestown),  in  1767. 

5  Photographs :  Daniel  Webster's  residence  at 
Marshfield,  the  cemetery,  Webster's  monument, 
the  Gov.  Winslow  house,  and  a  secret  closet  in 
the  house. 

A  Marshfield  portrait  of  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin, 
engraved  by  Wm.  Hoagland,  1825,  from  the 
original  by  Miss  Margaret  B.  Doyle. 

Two  framed  etchings  of  the  Old  South  Church,  by 
Sidney  Smith. 

A  broadside,  framed ;  a  Revolutionary  ballad  en- 
titled "  Bold  Americans,"  addressed  to  "  Bold 
young  Bostonians,"  and  drinking  a  health  to 
George  Washington,  "  who  fought  so  manfully." 

A  framed  photograph  of  the  "  Concert  Hall." 

A  fi-amed  copy  of  the  "  Boston  Gazette,"  March 
12,  1770. 

A  colored  lithograph  of  the  Old  State  House,  by 
Pendleton,  after  Bufford. 

A  certificate,  engraved  on  steel,  to  Corporal  Wil- 
liam Roland,  Co.  D.,  First  Mass.  Infantry, 
signed  by  William  Claflin,  Governor,  April  ig, 
1870,  James  A.  Cunningham,  Adjutant-General. 

A  photograph  of  the  "  Constitution." 

A  framed  photograph  of  Dr.  John  Gorham,  born 
in  Boston,  1783,  died  1829. 

A  photograph  of  Congress  street  at  the  corner  of 
Purchase  street,  1872. 

A  photograph  of  the  West  Church. 

A  badge  worn  at  the  celebration  of  the  entrance  of 
the  Cochituate  water  into  Boston,  Oct.  25,  1848. 

A  broadside  of  the  hanging  of  five  of  the  seven 
Spanish  pirates,  June  9,  1835. 

A  platter,  with  view  of  the  Almshouse,  1 800-1825. 

A  colored  lithograph  of  the  State  Street  Massacre. 

Rare  maps  and  plans  of  streets  and  wharves  in 
Boston,  including  the  rare  1775  map  of  Boston 
and  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775. 

A  lithograph  of  the  Second  Church,  Dorchester, 
built  1805-6,  by  Bufford. 

A  cartridge  box,  used  in  the  war  of  iSi2. 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Stevens,  Benjamin  F. 

Strong,  Mrs.  Clias.  P. 

Thompson,  Edward 

Varnum,  J.  M. 
Warren,  Mrs.  W.  W. 


A  copper-plate  framed  engraving  of  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull,  of  the  "  Constitution,"  made  from 
an  original  drawing  under  Hull's  direction  by 
Stuart,  published  at  Philadelphia,  1813. 

A  lithograph  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Rogers,  pastor 
of  the  Central  Church. 

An  ancient  linen  handkerchief,  containing  a  print 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

A  badge  worn  in  the  Han'ison  campaign,  1840. 

A  framed  photograph  of  the  late  Wm.  Wilkins 
Warren. 


LOANS. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Appleton,  Nathan 


Callender,  J.  B. 

The  Old  South  Church 


A  pastel  portrait  of  Thomas  G.  Appleton,  painted 
in  1852,  by  Alexander. 

A  silhouette  of  Samuel  Appleton,  pasted  on  to  a 
view  of  Tremont  street,  taken  about  1840. 

Spectacles  of  Gawen  Brown,  the  clockmaker. 

An  autograph  letter  from  Brown,  July  23,  1768, 
about  the  clock  on  the  Old  South  Church. 


OFFICERS     FOR     1891 


President 
CURTIS     GUILD 


Clerk  and  Treasurer 
Samuel    Arthur    Bext 


Directors 
Curtis  Guild 
Samuel  H.  Russell 
Hamilton  A.  Hill 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 


John  Lathrop 
George  O.   Carpenter 
Wm.  S.  Appleton 
Benjamin  C.  Clark 


Jacob  A.  Dresser 


Committee  on  the  Rooms 

Samuel  H.  Russell  j  George  O.   Carpenter 

Richard  Briggs  |  Levi  L.  Willcutt 

Wm.  S.  Appleton 

President  and  Clerk,  Ex-officiis 


Co7iimittee  on  Publication 

Hamilton  A.  Hill  |  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Papers 
Hamilton  A.  Hill  |  James  M.  Hubbard 

Charles  E.  Hurd  The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Membership 
George  O.  Carpenter  |  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

Henry  W.  Hart  Geo.  Y.   Wellington 

Nathan  Appleton  i  The  Clerk 


Committee  on  the  Library 
James  L.  Whitney  j  Jacob  A.  Dresser 

James  F.  Hunnewell  |  Seneca  Sanford 

Wm.  C.  Winslow  I  The  Clerk 


Finance  Committee 

Curtis  Guild  |  Samuel  H.  Russell 

George  O.  Carpenter 
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LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Abbott,  Marshall  K. 
Adams,  Charles  F. 
Addicks,  J.  Edward 
Alley,  John  R. 
Ames,  Oliver 
Amory,  Frederick 
Andrews,  Frank  VV. 
Angell,  Henry  C. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Mrs.  Eiiiily  W. 
Appleton,  William  S. 
Armstrong,  George  W. 
Austin.  James  W. 
Ayer,  James  B. 
Bailey,  Joseph  T. 
Baker,  Miss  C.  Alice 
Ballister,  Joseph  F. 
Barron,  Clarence  W. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Beal,  James  H. 
Bigelow,  George  B. 
Blake,  Clarence  J. 
Blake,  Francis 
*  Blake,  Stanton 
Blanchard,  Samuel  Stillman 
Bodfish,  Joshua  P. 
Bradford,  Martin  L. 
Bradford,  William  B. 
*Bradlee,  J.  Putnam 
Brewer,  William  D. 
Brooks,  J.  Henry 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 


Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Browne,  C.  Allen 
Browne,  Edward  I. 
Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Candler,  John  W. 
Carpenter,  George  O. 
Carpenter,  George  O.,  Jr. 
Carr,  John 
Carruth,  Charles  T. 
Center,  Joseph  H. 
Chapin,  Nahum 
Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Stephen 
Chase,  Theodore 
Clark,  Charles  E. 
Clark,  Nathan  F. 
Clay,  Thomas  H. 
Codman,  John 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Coffin,  Frederick  S. 
Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Collamore,  Miss  Helen 
Converse,  Elisha  S. 
Crocker,  George  G. 
Crosby,  Charles  A.  W. 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W 
Curtis,  Caleb  A. 
Curtis,  Charles  P. 
Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 
Cutter,  Abram  E. 
Cutter,  Benjamin  F. 
Cutter,  Watson  G. 
Davis,  Ephraim  C. 

*Deceased. 
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Davis,  J.  Alba 
Davis.  James  C. 
Davis,  Geo.  Henry 
Davis,  William  Henry 
Dean,  Benjamin 
Dean,  John  Ward 
*Deb]ois,  Stephen  Grant 
*De\ving,  Benjamin  H. 
Dill,  Thomas  B. 
Dorr,  Francis  O. 
*Dupee,  James  A. 
Dwight,  Edmund 
Dyer,  Mrs.  Julia  K. 
Eaton,  Walter  D. 
Edes,  Henry  H. 
Eliot,  Christopher  R. 
Eliot,  Samuel 
Emery,  Francis  F. 
Estes,  Dana 
Fabyan,  George  F. 
Farrington,  Charles  F. 
Fay,  Joseph  S. 
Fay,  Sigourney  W. 
Fearing,  Andrew  C,  Jr. 
Fenno,  John  Brooks 
*Ferris,  Mortimer  C. 
Fiske,  Andrewr 
Fogg,  John  S.  H. 
Foster,  John 
Fowler,  Mrs.  L.  A.  W. 
French,  Frederick  W. 
French,  Jonathan 
Fuller,  Charles  Emerson 
*Fuller,  Henry  H. 
Galloupe,  Charles  W. 
Gardner,  John  L. 
George,  Elijah 
Gould,  Benj.  Apthorp 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott 
Guild,  Courtenay 
Guild,  Curtis 
Guild,  Curtis,  Jr. 
Haigh,  John 
Hall,  Thomas  B. 
Hammond,  George  W. 


Hammond,  Mrs.  Ellen  S.  S. 
Hancock,  Franklin 
Hapgood,  Warren 
Hart,  Thomas  N. 
Hart,  William  T. 
*Hartt,  John  F. 
Hassam,  John  Tyler 
Hayward,  George 
Hayward,  James  Warren 
Head,  Charles 
Hecht,  Jacob  H. 
Hemenway,  Alfred 
Henshaw,  Samuel 
Hill,  Hamilton  Andrews 
Hill,  Henry  E. 
Hill,  J.  Edward  R. 
Hill,  William  H. 
Hoitt,  Alfred  D. 
Holden,  Joshua  B. 
Hollingsworth,  Amor  L. 
*Homans,  Charles  Dudley 
Homans,  George  H. 
Hovey,  Henry  S. 
James,  George  Abbot 
Jeffries,  B.  Joy 
Jenks,  Henry  Fitch 
Jones,  D.  Wayland 
Kennard,  Martin  Parry 
Kennedy,  George  G. 
Ladd,  Nathaniel  W. 
Lamb,  George 
Lambert,  Thomas  R. 
Lane,  Jonathan  A. 
Lawrence,  Amory  A. 
*  Lawrence,  Amos  A. 
Lawrence,  Samuel  C. 
Lincoln,  Beza 
*Little,  George  W. 
Little,  John  M. 
Longley,  James 
Loring,  William  Caleb 
Lothrop,  Daniel 
Lothrop,  Thornton  K. 
Low,  George  D. 
Low,  John 


*Deceased. 
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Lucas,  Edmund  G. 
MacDonald,  Edward 
Mack,  Thomas 
Mann,  Arthur  E. 
Manning,  Francis  H. 
Marshall,  J.  F.  B. 
Marvin,  William  T.  R. 
McLeod,  William  A. 
Minns,  Thomas 
Minot,  J.  Grafton 
Minot,  William,  Jr. 
Moore,  Frederick  H. 
Moore,  George  H. 
Morse,  L.  Foster 
Moseley,  Alexander 
Murphy,  James  S. 
Nichols,  Arthur  H. 
Norcross,  Grenville  H. 
Norwell,  Henry 
O'Brien,  Hugh  (Hon.  Mem.) 
Olmsted,  Frederick  L. 
Paige,  John  C. 
*  Palfrey,  Francis  W. 
Palfrey,  John  C. 
Parker,  Charles  W. 
Parker,  Herman 
Parkman,  Francis 
Parsons,  Arthur  J. 
Payne,  James  H. 
Peabody,  Charles  B.. 
Perkins,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Perkins,  Augustus  T. 
*Perkins,  William 
Perry,  Charles  F. 
PfafT,  Jacob 
Pierce,  Henry  L. 
Pierce,  Nathaniel  W. 
Piper,  William  T, 
Playfair,  Lady 
Porter,  Edward  G. 
Pratt,  Laban 
Ouincy,  George  Henry 
*Ouincy,  Samuel  Miller 
Richards,  Henry  C. 
Richardson,  B.  Heber 


Richardson,  Spencer  W. 
Ripley,  George 
*Ross,  Alphonso 
Rotch,  William 
Russell,  Samuel  H. 
Rust,  Nathaniel  J. 
Sampson,  Charles  E. 
Sampson,  Edwin  H. 
Sears,  J.  Montgomery 
Shattuck,  Frederic  C. 
Shaw,  Henry  L. 
Shaw,  Henry  Southworth 
Shaw,  Henry  Southworth,  Jr. 
Shillaber,  William  G. 
Shimmin,  Charles  F. 
Skinner,  Francis,  Jr. 
Slafter,  Edmund  F. 
Slater,  Andrew  C. 
Sortwell,  Alvin  F. 
Stanwood,  James  Rindge 
Stetson,  Amos  W. 
Stetson,  John  A. 
Stone,  Charles  W. 
Storey,  Joseph  C. 
Suter,  Hales  W. 
Swan,  William  W. 
Sweetser,  Mrs.  Annie  M. 
Taft,  Edward  A. 
Talbot,  Miss  Marion 
Thacher,  Henry  C. 
Thayer,  David 
Tinkham,  George  H. 
*Thorndike,  George  Quincy 
Tileston,  James  C. 
Tompkins,  Arthur  G. 
Tucker,  George  F. 
Tucker,  James  C. 
Turner,  Alfred  R. 
Turner,  Mrs.  Cora  L. 
Turner,  Job  A. 
Upton,  George  B. 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  F. 
Walker,  Grant 
Ward,  Francis  Jackson 
*Warren,  William  Wilkins 


♦Deceased. 
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Waters,  Edwin  F. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  Otis  Everett 
Wentworth,  Alonzo  B. 
Wheelwright,  Andrew  C. 
Wheelwright,  Edward 
Wheelwright,  Josiah 
Wheildon,  William  W. 
Whipple,  J.  Reed 
White,  Mrs.  Charles  T. 
White,  J.  Gardner 
Whitmore,  Charles  J. 
*Whitmore,  Charles  O. 
*Whitney,  Henry  Austin 
Whitney,  James  L. 


Whittington,  Hiram 
Willcutt,  Levi  L. 
Williams,  Edward  H. 
Williams,  Henry  W. 
Williams,  John  D. 
Winslow,  William  C. 
Winsor,  Robert 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Jr. 
Winthrop,  Robert  Mason 
W^oodbury,  John  P. 
*  Wood  man,  Cyrus 
Woolley,  William 
Woolson,  James  A. 
Young,  George 


♦Deceased. 
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MEMBERS 


Abbot,  Edward  A. 
Abbott,  Josiah  G. 
Adams,  Waldo 
Addicks,  J.  Edward 
Ager,  George  B. 
*Aiken,  Edward 
Alden,  Horatio  B. 
Alexander,  Eben 
Allen,  Mrs.  Caroline  B. 
Allen,  Fred.  H. 
Allen,  Stillman  B. 
Allen,  William  H. 
Ames,  Oakes  Angier 
Ames,  Samuel  T. 
Anderson,  Luther  S. 
Andrew,  John  F. 
Andrews,  Charles  H. 
Andrews,  E.  Jones 
Angell,  George  T. 
Anthony,  Edgar  W. 
Atkinson,  George 
Austin,  Charles  L. 
Avery,  Abraham 
Baird,  John  C. 
Baker,  Richard 
Baldwin,  William  H. 
Barbour,  Edmund  D. 
*Barbour,  John  N. 
Barnes,  Amos 
Barnes,  Thurlow  Weed 
Bartlett,  John 
Bartlett,  Stephen  S. 
Battelle,  Eugene 
Beal,  Caleb  G. 
Beal,   Leander 
Beard,  Alanson  W. 
Bedlington,  Samuel  M. 
Beebe,  J.  Arthur 
Benedict,  Washington  G. 
Benedict,  William  G. 


Bennett,  Edmund  H. 

Bent,  Mrs.  Mary  N. 

Bent,  S.  Arthur 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W. 

Bigelow,  Samuel  A. 

Billings,  Robert  C. 

Bird,  Lewis  Jones 

Bishop,  Robert  R. 

Blake,  Arthur  W. 

Blakemore,  John  E. 

Blanchard,  Walter  S. 

Blasland,  Edward  B. 

Bliss,  James  F. 

Bliss,  William  Root 

Bolles,  Matthew 

Bond,  Edward  P. 

Bouv^,  Edward  T. 

Bouv6,  Thomas  T. 

Bowditch,  Charles  P. 

Bowditch,  Vincent  Y. 

Bowdlear,  William  A. 

Bowen,  Henry  W. 

Bowker,  Albert 

Bradford,  George 

Bradlee,  Caleb  D. 

Bradlee,  John  T. 

Brandenberg,  Mrs.  Caroline  M. 

Bremer,  John  L. 

*Brewer,  Cyrus 

Briggs,  Richard 

Brimmer,  Martin 

Brooks,  Francis 

Brooks,  L.  Loring 

Brooks,  Phillips 

Brown,  Alfred  S. 

Brown,  Buckminster 

Brown,  Francis  H. 

Brown,  Franklin 

Brown,  Frank  Q. 

Brown,  J.  Wentworth 
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Brown,  Samuel  N. 
Browne,  T.  Ouincy 
Browne,  Herbert  W.  C. 
Bryant,  Gridley  J.  F. 
BufFuni,  Charles 
Bullens,  George  S. 
Burbank,  Alonzo  N. 
Burditt,  Charles  A. 
Burge,  Lorenzo 
Burgess,  Mrs.  James  M. 
Burnham,  T.  O.  H.  P. 
Burrage,  Alvah  A. 
Bush,  J.  Foster 
Cabot,  Miss  Catharine  E. 
Calef,  Benjamin  S. 
Callender,  John  B. 
Candage,  Rufus  G.  F. 
Carpenter,  Frederick  B. 
Carr,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Carter,  Charles  M. 
Case,  James  B. 
Chamberlain,  Mellen 
Chandler,  Francis  W. 
Chandler,  Horace  Parker 
Cheney,  Benjamin  P. 
Child,  Addison 
Church,  Herbert  B. 
*Church,  John 
Clapp,  Channing 
Clapp,  Charles  M. 
Clark,  Albe  C. 
Clark,  Benjamin  C. 
Clark,  Cyrus  T. 
Clark,  John  S. 
Clark,  Joseph  W. 
Clarke,  Botsford  R. 
Clarke,  Thomas  W. 
Cleaves,  James  E. 
Cobb,  Henry  E. 
Cobb,  William  H. 
Cochrane,  Alexander 
Codman,  William  C. 
Coffin,  G.  Winthrop 
Cole,  Edward  E. 
Collier,  H.  Price 


Conant,  William  M. 
Coolidge,  Albert  L. 
Coolidge,  David  H. 
Coolidge,  John  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Cory,  Charles  B. 
Cotting,  Charles  U. 
Cox,  William  E. 
Crane,  Joshua 
Crosby,  Samuel  T. 
Crosby,  Stephen  M. 
Cruft,  Samuel  B. 
Cunningham,  Henry  W. 
Currant,  John  F. 
Curtis,  Charles  F. 
Curtis,  Daniel  B. 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Eliza  F. 
Gushing,  Joshua  M. 
Gushing,  Thomas 
Cutter,  Abraham  E. 
Damrell,  John  S. 
Dana,  Samuel  B. 
Daniell,  Moses  Grant 
Daniels,  John  H. 
Dean,  Charles  A. 
Dean,  Luni  A. 
Deland,  Thomas  W. 
Denison,  John  N. 
Dennison,  Henry  B. 
Dexter,  Morton 
Dexter,  William  S. 
Dickinson,  M.  F.,  Jr. 
Dillaway,  Charles  F.  W. 
Dillaway,  Charles  H. 
Doane,  Thomas 
Dodd,  Henry  W. 
Dodd,  Horace 
Dodge,  Arthur  P. 
Doliber,  Thomas 
Dorr,  George  B. 
Dresser,  Jacob  A. 
Drummond,  James  F. 
Dunn,  Edward  H. 
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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO   PROMOTE    THE    STUDY   OF   THE   HISTORY  OF  BOSTON 
AND    THE   PRESERVATION   OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 


I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their 
power,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift, 
loan  or  purchase,  books,  manuscripts,  pictures,  and  other  articles  of 
historic  value  or  interest,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means,  as  may 
from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II.    . 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons, 
either  resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been 
proposed  and  accepted  as  candidates  by  the  Directors,  be  elected 
by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  at 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society. 

III. 

HONORARY    AND    CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society. 
They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  but  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION    FEE    AND    ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect 
to  pay  his  admission  fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after 
the  same  is  due,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any 
time  when  the  Directors  shall  so  order. 

The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by 
any  member  of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of 
the  Society ;  life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  en- 
titled  to  all    the   rights  and   privileges   of    annual    members.     The 
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money  received  for  such  life  memberships  shall  constitute  a  fund,  of 
which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  together  with  the  annual 
income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
Treasurer,  shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life 
members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  every  month,  excepting  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint. 
Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  when  so  required  by 
the  President  or  Directors, 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business. 
All  committees  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President, 
a  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and 
shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from 
their  number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjourn- 
ment thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same 
person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk 
or  Treasurer  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a 
Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 
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IX. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee 
of  five  persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual 
meeting  a  list  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Directors,  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these 
officers,  a  President  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES    OF    THE    CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  the  members  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He 
shall  keep  an  e.xact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at 
its  meetings,  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and 
place  on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books 
kept  for  the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES    OF     l-HE    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and 
pay  all  bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a 
book  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Directors;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  one  suretv,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 
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XIII. 

DUTIES    AND    POWERS    OF    THE    DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and 
executive  business  of  the  Society  ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures 
of  money  ;  fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act 
upon  all  resignations  and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that 
the  By-Laws  are  duly  complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required 
in  the  premises. 

They  .shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list 
to  be  returned' to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
and  certify  to  its  correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-com- 
mittees as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  the\- 
shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer //'<'  tevtpore  till  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS    OF     THE    DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President;  special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be 
held  in  such  manner  as  they  may  appoint;  and  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
two  Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  lime,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures 
of  monev. 
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XVI . 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint 
four  standing  committees  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  two  of  whom  shall  be  the  Pres- 
ident and  Clerk  of  the  Society,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  whose  functions  shall  be  to  determine  the  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  all  objects  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  except  books,  manu- 
scripts, and  the  like  appropriate  to  the  Library ;  to  direct  as  to  the 
hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collec- 
tions in  their  department ;  and  to  have  the  general  charge  of  the 
arrangements  of  the  rooms. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 

Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read, 

or  other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the 

Society. 

Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in 
relation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
Library,  including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manu- 
scripts and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts 
or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in 
their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth, 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors, 

Vacancies,  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during 
their  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  these 

four  committees. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS   TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  or  additions  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting,  provided  notice  of  the  same  be  con- 
tained in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk  and  sent  to 
every  member  of  the  Society. 
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